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Abstract 
The current study presents the analysis of Baluchistan conflict with a 

lens of Human Needs Theory (HNT) and tries to find out the possible 

resolution of conflict in accordance with the parameters given by HNT. 

The first part deals briefly with the major issues of the conflict in 

Baluchistan, which provides an insight to the conflict. The second part 

outlines the ideas of HNT theorists; i.e. John Burton and Abraham 

Maslow. The third part provides the application of HNT to the conflict 

in Baluchistan, which aims at to find out a mechanism that may help to 

reach at a possible resolution of the conflict. The study also takes into 

account the matters regarding Baloch grievances, the sense of 

deprivation, lack of trust, the issues of perception and enemy images. 

The analysis of Baluchistan conflict through Human Needs Theory and 

having awareness about the effect of enemy images and perceptions 

after more than a decade of conflict, study recommends that a needs-

based solution is within reach. It just needs to be viewed with a 

different eye, which should focus on the conflict with reference to 

natural human needs, respecting their natural responses and only by 

fulfillment of these natural needs, the conflict can be mitigated. 

Connecting with their needs, rather than using enemy images and 

labeling, may prove successful in Baluchistan. 

 

Keywords:  Baluchistan, Human Needs, Insurgency, Conflict Resolution, Grievances, 

Deprivation 

 

I. Introduction 
 “[H]uman needs are a powerful source of explanation of human behavior and 

social interaction. All individuals have needs that they strive to satisfy, either by using the 

system [,] ‘acting on the fringes [,]’ or acting as a reformist or revolutionary. Given this 

condition, social systems must be responsive to individual needs, or be subject to 
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instability and forced change (possibly through violence or conflict).” (Roger A. Coate 

and Jerel A. Rosati, 1988) 

 

 Conflict resolution in any region of the world requires taking into account the 

sources of conflict for addressing the root causes, which may lead to prevent violence. 

Human Needs Theory provides a mechanism to understand the root causes of any conflict 

in any region of the world irrespective of their political cultures. It implies that, 

“aggressions and conflicts are the direct result of some institutions and social norms 

being incompatible with inherent human needs. The needs that are frustrated by 

institutions and norms require satisfaction.” (KÖK, 2007) Taking into account the current 

situation of Baluchistan where the tribal chiefs have been outlandishly blaming the 

governmental institutions for unrest in Baluchistan, the Human Needs approach can 

provide a better insight to understand the conflict and may offer a possible mechanism 

towards resolution. 

 

 Baluchistan crisis has always been a pivotal issue throughout the history of 

Pakistan. Geographically located in south west of the country, owing a territory over 3, 

47,190 square kilometers (44% of Pakistan’s territory), with an estimated population 80, 

00,000 (5% of Pakistan’s Population), the province is bordering with Iran and 

Afghanistan along with a long coastal line on the Arabian Sea. (Khan A. S., 2011) 

Frédéric Grare while citing why Baluchistan matters said, “It holds large quantities of 

coal, gold, copper, silver, platinum, aluminum, and, above all, uranium, and is a potential 

transit zone for a pipeline transporting natural gas from Iran and Turkmenistan to India.” 

(Grare, Pakistan: The Resurgence of Baluch Nationalism, 2006) Demographically, a 

major part of population is ethnically Baloch while other ethnic group is Pashtun which 

has concentration along borders with Afghanistan. The Balochs have always tried to 

preserve their traditional tribal systems where the tribal chiefs have been the center of all 

sovereign power in their respective areas and their subjects owe unconditional obedience 

to the orders of the chief. The prominent Baloch tribes in Pakistan are Mengal, Marri, 

Bugti, Mohammad Hasni, Zehri, Bizenjo and Raisani. Describing the lifestyle of the 

Balochi people, Encyclopedia of Britannica mentions:  

 

 “The Balochis are traditionally nomads, but settled agricultural existence is 

becoming more common; every chief has a fixed residence. The villages are collection of 

mud or stone huts; on the hills, enclosures of rough stone walls are covered with matting 

to serve as temporary habitations. The Balochis raise camels, cattle, sheep and goats, 

and engage in carpet making and embroidery. Their agricultural methods are primitive.” 

(Britannica, 2015) 

 

 Despite having rich resources, Baluchistan has the poverty stricken population 

with lowest per capita income and literacy rate as compared to other provinces in the 

country. (Dawn, 2009) The sense of having a bulk of natural resources while living an 

economically underdeveloped life, people of Baluchistan have always been suspicious 

about the role of outsiders in their province, whom they consider as the exploiter of their 

economic activities. Although, Baluchistan has been an underdeveloped part of Pakistan 

but the people of Baluchistan never compromise on their prestige and dignity. They do 

not believe in to be patronized by the others while seeking self-respect and equal rights in 

all affairs of the state. The lack of control over the huge economic resources, weak 

political order, and sense of deprivation have caused disquiet and constant state of flux in 
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the province over the past decades; the province has faced various military operations 

from 1948 to 2005 that exacerbated the anti-state sentiments in Baloch people. A report 

by the Senator Sanaullah Baloch on Baluchistan conflict depicts that,  

“Islamabad’s offensives to suppress the Baloch struggle for greater autonomy and 

control on natural resources resulted in killings, displacements, disappearances and 

unprecedented intimidation. (Baloch S. , 2007) 

 

 Another bone of contention is related to the share in mega projects like Gawadar 

port. The establishment of Gawadar port has not only strategic incentives but also 

enriched with a lot of commercial interests. The local populous is fearful about the 

exploitation of resources in Gawadar by the already better off provinces. Moreover the 

proposed Pakistan-Iran gas pipeline project and Pakistan-China Economic Corridor 

would also be routed through the Baluchistan province, which entails great opportunities 

for economic development in the region. The Baloch people have reservations about the 

usage of their resources, which they want to be utilized by their own rather than imported 

elements. They consider the armed might of country as a source of their exploitation.     

 

 The inception of conflict can be traced in the early period after the independence 

of Pakistan when Khan of Kalat was arrested on suspicion of rebellion in 1958. The crisis 

gained momentum when a heavy military operation was carried out from 1973 to 1977 by 

the Bhutto government. It was further intensified during military operation by Musharaf 

regime when a prominent Baloch leader, Nawab Akbar Bugti was killed. As discussed 

earlier, the Baloch leadership has reservations regarding control and distribution of 

resources extracted from Baluchistan, Nawab Akbar Bugti, who was one of the 

prominent leaders, challenged the control of central government on the national assets 

located in Baluchistan. He claimed; 

 

 "They think that natural resources are national assets, and we think that they are 

Baloch assets, and whoever wants to use them must do so through us, not by direct 

possession." (ICG, 2006) 

 

 The Baloch leadership believes that the control of central government over the 

natural assets, located in Baluchistan as illegitimate. They claim to be the sole owners of 

the natural resources of Baluchistan. The precursor to this claim is based on monetary 

benefits which they want to extract through larger share in the generated revenues. 

Weather their claim is legitimate or not, it poses great challenge to the national security 

of Pakistan. Apart from this elite perspective, the local masses who are poverty stricken 

as well as illiterate due to the unjust distribution of resources for their constituencies, 

have grievances from both the tribal leadership as well as from the state. They have been 

exploited by both the parties; they fear to be kept rotting in the inhuman conditions unless 

they are retrieved from the brutal control of Sardars over them and provided with the 

opportunities to get proper education that may enable them to acquire skills that would 

contribute to earn their living as well as better life standards. The lack of education in the 

local populous has reduced the chances of their inductions in the initiated mega projects, 

which may be fulfilled by the imported labor, resulting in the control of outsiders over 

their resources. Discussing such kind of deprivations, Syed Arif Hussaini writes,  

 

 “Baluchistan is a land of problems and contradictions with a mass of dry, barren 

mountains and deserts. It is rich in mineral resources, natural gas heading the list but 
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has the lowest per capita income. Bulk of the area is arbitrarily ruled by Nawabs and 

Sardars who were accorded the titles by the British government pursuing their policy of 

indirect rule.” (Hussaini, 2005) 

 

 A large number of Balochs lag behind becoming eligible for job opportunities 

emanating from high profile development projects due to lack of requisite technical 

education and skills. It is to be investigated that how much efforts have been dedicated by 

the Baloch Sardars for bringing educational facilities to their followers. Facts remain that 

they themselves do not wish to promote education in their respective areas because they 

fear that education would bring independent thinking and weaken their hold upon their 

followers. Unfortunately, the government authorities too have remained indifferent to this 

urgent need for half a century. It is heart-wrenching that followers of Sardars, rather 

being given positive direction, are instigated to resort to violent means, resulting in 

destruction of gas piplines (Number of Attacks on Gas Pipelines in Balochistan, 2015), 

electricity wires and poles (Nation, 2015) and shooting at outsiders particularly Punjabis. 

(BBC, 2015) This deteriorating security situation has created fears in potential investors 

about security of life and movement. 

 

II. The Baloch Grievances 
 Given the overview of Baluchistan crisis, it is imperative to analyze the grievances 

and alienation of Baloch people which led to the armed insurgency in the province. 

 

 First and the foremost grievance of Baluchistan is that it has the richest natural 

resources in the country but its inhabitants are living a very meager life with 

lowest per capita income as compare to other provinces in the country. 

 

 The Sardars want a larger slice of revenue generated by natural resources of the 

province. Facts remain that only a small percentage of the natural gas revenues are 

allotted to the province which breads alienation of the Balochs.  

 

 The commercial and strategic significance of the Gwadar port is another bone of 

contention between the federal government and the Balochs. The former eyes it 

with a potential major hub for commercial, trade and strategic activity whereas the 

latter perceive it with suspicion. Albeit, the Baloch seek vast opportunities for 

development and prosperity by this project yet they fear lest they are snatched by 

others due to their lack of requisite education and skills in the field. The job 

opportunities opening up with the high profile projects will be beyond their reach 

unless they are provided with requisite education and skills. (Andley, 2006) 

 

 The exploration of oil and gas is also an issue area between the government and 

Balochs. The federal and provincial governments show their desire for the purpose 

by encouraging foreign companies for investment in this field. However, the 

Balochs express deep concerns of “outsiders.” They have perception that 

exploitation of resources by outsiders may deprive them of their destined. They are 

of the view that outsider investment and manpower on their natural resources will 

deprive them of gift of nature. The issue of provision of low royalty rates of Sui 

gas between the government and the Balochs is cited as an argument. 
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 Water Shortage and lack of a proper irrigation is another grievance of Balochs, 

which causes droughts for them and also weakens their economic position. The 

province covers 43 per cent of the land mass of the country but the large parts of 

the province are dry and face a chronic shortage of water. Agriculture, comprising 

field crops and horticultural and vegetable produce, accounts for 42 per cent of the 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the province. An additional 10 per cent is 

contributed by livestock activities. In fact, livestock and the crop production 

sectors are well integrated and depend critically on rainfall. Nearly 90 per cent of 

the land in Baluchistan is rangeland. (Bagh Ali Shahid and Shahid Ahmad, 2008) 

 

 It is also feared that benefits accruing from the mega developmental projects, new 

dams and canals being built and the vast mineral resources of the province would 

be took over by Punjab. In the words of Nawab Bugti;  

 “They think that natural resources are national assets, and we think that they are 

Baloch assets, and whoever wants to use them must do so through us, not by direct 

possession.” (Siddique, 2014) 

 

 Another major grievance of the Baloch people was described by Sardar Attaullah 

Mengal in his famous six point demands, which highlighted the issue of sudden 

disappearance of people, their brutal killing, internal displacement and 

rehabilitation. (Mengal’s Six-Point Agenda, 2012) 

 

 Discussing the genesis of Baluchistan conflict, Amir Usman writes, “The history 

of Baluchistan is a story of avoidable confrontation, neglect, wrong priorities, blunders, 

and dithering, missed opportunities, halfway measures taken at the wrong time…” 

(Usman, 2005) People of Baluchistan have faced almost every kind of responses to their 

crisis from negotiations to heavy military operations and brutal killing of their tribal 

chiefs. Though, the previous federal government announced a special relief package for 

Baluchistan entitled, “Aghaz Haqooq-e-Baluchistan Package” in 2010, no formidable 

solution has yet been found to deal with the crisis. It is therefore, the study attempts to 

apply a different approach to address the issues in Baluchistan. Keeping in view the 

Baloch grievances, Human Needs theory provides a better framework towards resolution. 

 

 John Burton has presented an excellent philosophy about the causes of conflict in 

his explanation of the human dimension of conflict which was formerly theorized by 

John Maslow who is known as the founder of humanistic psychology in the world. If we 

analyze the Baluchistan crisis through the lens of human needs theory, it will provide us a 

better understanding of the issue. A comparative summary of Burton’s philosophy and 

Maslow’s theory is described below which shall provide a new pattern of understanding 

the conflict situations in Baluchistan. 

 

III. Human Needs Philosophy: An Appraisal 

 Conflict resolution through focus on needs and interests started in as a discipline 

after the Second World War. (Indartono, 2013) Unlike power-based conflict resolution 

deriving from competitiveness, the Human Needs theory hinges upon needs-based 

conflict resolution deriving from cooperative approach by taking into account the basic 

human necessities in order to achieve win-win outcomes. Inclusiveness, cooperation, and 

nonviolence are basic principles of this approach. Human needs provides basis to 

understand the social interaction and human behavior. All human beings try their best to 
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fulfill their needs by available means, which can be peaceful or violent, legal or 

revolutionary. Coat and Rosati write that “In this scenario, social systems must conform 

to individual needs, lest they face instability and forced change.” (Roger A. Coate and 

Jerel A. Rosati, 1988) Discussing the importance of human needs, Sandra Marker writes, 

“Needs, unlike interests, cannot be traded, suppressed, or bargained for”. (Marker, 2003) 

 

 Violence emerges in result of alienation of human needs or their disrespect and 

inconsideration. It is a tragic expression of unfulfilled human needs. (Rosenberg, 2003) 

By connecting and understanding our needs vis-à-vis that of others, one would be able to 

avoid violence and destruction. (Sedat Laciner, Mehmet Ozcan and Ihsan Bal, 2008) 

Therefore, the Human Needs theory provides lens into a range of “peace building 

processes that are involved in the reduction of both direct and structural violence.” 

(Christie, 1997) It is usually misunderstood that human needs are only physical which are 

only related to subsistence i.e. food, shelter and clothes. However, it is found that 

conflicts are fought also on some non-physical human needs for instance, identity, 

security, recognition and even understanding. There is a growing need to focus on the 

latter non-physical needs to address the violent conflicts. (Danielsen, 2005) If they are 

addressed, the conflict may be resolved. In USAK Yearbook of International Politics and 

Law, it is stated that, “One of the primary causes of protracted or intractable conflict is 

people’s unyielding drive to meet their unmet needs on the individual, group, and societal 

level.” (Sedat Laciner, Mehmet Ozcan and Ihsan Bal, 2008) The underlying concept is 

that alienation of some expected needs results into violence. 

 

IV. Human Needs Theory 

 The Human Needs Theory has been explored by various scholars but the initial 

idea about the importance and role of these needs in human life was given by Abraham 

Maslow, a well known American Psychologist. His theory of psychology was later 

adopted by John Burton with reference to conflict resolution that purported the 

importance of human needs as a tool for conflict resolution. The idea has also been 

explored by Marshall Rosenberg and Manfred Max-Neef. A brief description of various 

ideas given by different authors provides an insight to the practical implementation of 

HNT idea for conflict resolution in any region.  

 

 Discussing the hierarchy of needs, Abraham Maslow presents various human 

needs in term of priority starting from physiological needs to the self-actualization need. 

His hierarchical structure is based on five kinds of needs at different levels. The first and 

foremost in the order is the 'physiological' needs including water, food and shelter, 

second one is about safety and security, third focuses on love, affection and 

belongingness needs, the need of self-respect or self-esteem stands at the fourth level and 

the need for self-actualization stands at the top of the pyramid. (Maslow A. H., 1943) 

Discussing the hierarchical order, Maslow propounded that some were more urgent than 

the others. Though “all needs are instinctive, some are more powerful than others. The 

lower the need is in the pyramid, the more powerful it is. The higher the need is in the 

pyramid, the weaker and more distinctly human it is.” (Sedat Laciner, Mehmet Ozcan and 

Ihsan Bal, 2008) Maslow projected that only human beings have higher needs. He 

claimed that each man strives to fulfill certain needs for a specific time. Firstly, the lower 

needs will be met and later the higher needs. (Maslow A. H., 1973) Maslow’s hierarchy 

of needs can be illustrated in the following pyramidal diagram.  
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Figure 1: Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs 

 
 

 Though Abraham Maslow is credited with the invention of the theory of Human 

Needs, it was John Burton who progressively used this paradigm/framework to 

conceptualize the nexus between human needs and conflict resolution in his famous 

book, Deviance, Terrorism and War: The Process of Solving Unsolved Social and 

Political Problems. (Burton, Deviance, Terrorism, and War: The Process of Solving 

Unsolved Social and Political Problem, 1979) Burton suggested that it is imperative that 

certain universal needs must be satisfied for conflict prevention and conflict resolution. 

He aptly used this theory to the contemporary socio-political conflicts. He posited in his 

work on protracted social conflicts that neglecting people’s human needs cause alienated 

groups to resort to violence in order to meet their needs. With compatibility of needs, 

education and culture play an important role in manipulation of issues. (Burton, Conflict: 

Resolution and Prevention, 1990) Recognition, identity, security and personal 

development are the most salient needs to understand destructive social conflicts in the 

views of Burton. However, he viewed identity, more significantly, as the major source of 

modern ethno-nationalist struggles. Burton believed that “the HNT provides relatively 

objective foundations for understanding the root causes of conflict, chalking out conflict 

resolution processes, examining conflict analysis & resolution as a distinctive discipline”. 

(Galtung, 1990) 

 

V. Human Needs Paradigm & the Conflict in Baluchistan   
 The Human Need theory has emerged as a distinctive discipline to conceptualize 

social problems in last few decades. It can provide a framework to understand the sources 

of conflict and help resolve it. The fundamental human needs are Safety/Security, 

Belongingness/Love, Self-esteem, Personal fulfillment, Identity, Cultural security, 

Freedom, Distributive justice, and Participation according to John Burton and Abraham 

Maslow. The following Table 1 enumerates Human Needs delineated by Maslow and 

Burton. The former ranks them by importance whereas the later lists them randomly. 

 

Table 1: Human Needs as presented by Maslow & Burton 

Abraham Maslow John Burton 

Self Actualization Distributive justice 

Esteem Needs Safety & Security 

Belonging or Love Needs Belongingness 

Safety Needs Self-esteem 

Physiological Needs Personal fulfillment 

 Identity 
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 Cultural security 

 Freedom 

 Participation 

 

 Most of the conflicts in this world emerge from the unfulfilled demands of the 

people living in the conflict area and most of the demands are usually related to their 

religious, ethnic, linguistic or political identities. It suggests that conflicts are usually 

based on conflict of thoughts about the system. The conflict in Baluchistan is also an 

expression of such divergences about various activities in the system including 

differences about allocation of resources, centralization of power, and undemocratic 

political structure. Discussing the causes of conflict in Baluchistan, Abdul Basit writes, 

“A weak and undemocratic political culture, lack of social development, and over-

centralization has caused a strong sense of political deprivation”. (Basit, 2010)  

 

 Some events and developments in recent years including the murder of Nawab 

Akbar Bugti, enforced disappearances of Baloch people, conflict-induced internal 

displacements, and increasing incidents of target killing have triggered the Baloch 

insurgency. Habib Jalib Baloch, ex-Senator and former Baluchistan National Party (BNP) 

leader presented charter of demands based on consultation with various segments of the 

Baloch society. The Balochs stipulated; 

 

 The international organizations, Human Rights organizations and peace activists 

should work for the right of representation of Baloch people at all levels and they 

are represented in decision making. 

 The military operations must be stopped immediately. The Balochs should be 

given share in Mega Development Projects on account of they are the major stake 

holder’s owner of resources. 

 The provincial government should be given authority to tackle religious 

fundamentalism and sectarian violence. 

 The Internally Displaced People (IDP) should be brought back to their areas 

immediately and employment opportunities should be created for them. 

 The media personnel must be given protection by the state for access of 

information. 

 High level probe be initiated about the murder of Nawab Akbar Khan Bugti. 

(Manzoor, 2008) 

 

 The Human Needs theory (HNT) is useful to identify the needs of Baloch people 

behind their positions or desired objectives. They claim that there has been a continuous 

neglect of the frustrations of the Baloch people by all governments since the 

independence. They demand recognition of their equal rights. They plea that their 

resources have been exploited by the rest of the country and ironically, they have been 

deprived of from their own resources. There are three fundamental issues; first, 

distribution of resources; second, identity, and third, recognition of equal rights for 

Balochs, that are akin to all issues that the Baloch nationalists have been demanding for 

years. The demands of Balochs vis-à-vis their needs can be illustrated in Table 2. 
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Table 2: Identifying Possible Demands & Needs of the Baluchistan 
Baloch Demands Underlying Needs 

Autonomy, Consideration & Respect  Self-Actualization 

Consideration, Respect, & Trust Self-esteem 

Missing Persons Belonging or love 

Equality in Resource Distribution Personal fulfillment 

Safety, Subsistence & Support Safety and security 

Economic Development Physiological needs 

Baloch Participation in Mega Projects Identity 

 

 The identification of underlying needs behind the Baloch demands equip us to 

make strategies for resolution. However, it is imperative to discuss in the following other 

factors/aspects of the Baluchistan conflict. 

 

VI. State Responses   

The state has been carrying a policy of carrot and stick in historical perspective. 

Military operations in different regimes are eye opener of it. However, in the recent 

years, state response is in positive direction which includes inclusiveness, participation, 

resource distribution, power sharing and above all, provincial autonomy. The major 

breakthroughs for addressing Balochi needs include Aghaz-e-Huqooq-e-Baluchistan 

package in 2009, the 7
th

 National Finance Commission (NFC) Award in 2010 and the 18
th

 

Constitutional Amendment which encompassed many dispensations as a result of 

abolition of concurrent list. Dr. Malik Baloch, the incumbent Chief Minister of 

Baluchistan & the president of the National Party opined that; 

 

 

 “the abolition of concurrent list and giving 50 per cent share to provinces on oil 

and gas resources was a progress in the right direction but even then….. It will be 

disaster if the implementation of 18
th

 amendment is stopped.” (Mujahid, 2012) 

 

 Implementation of these measures would be of significance in the context of a 

sense of alienation and disempowerment among the Balochs. (Brief, 2010) Another state 

response has come recently in the form of recruitment of Baloch youth in Pakistan Army. 

General Kayani, the former Army Chief stated that educational institutions would be 

established instead of new garrisons in Sui. He also promised to reserve 60% seats in the 

new military college for Baloch students. Discussing the share of provinces in armed 

forces, Zafarullah Khan writes, “In recent past, through similar affirmative action, about 

10,000 officers and soldiers have been recruited from the troubled Baluchistan since 

2010”. (Khan Z. , 2014) These steps may help dispel the Baloch sense of alienation from 

the armed forces of Pakistan. Besides, federation will be strengthened and job 

opportunities will develop. 

 

VII. Humanizing the Conflict 
 The underlying conception of Human Needs framework holds that all needs are 

expressed and acknowledged. This process of profound understanding of the needs is 

empathy, which is essential to conflict resolution. (Rosenberg, 2003) Trust-deficit and 

enemy images play vital role in perception and misperception in the parties view about 

each other and thereby, turn peace processes. As discussed earlier, analysis of Baloch 

grievances with reference to human needs perspective, following corollary can be 
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established among the Baloch grievances, and underlying human needs. Thereafter, some 

suggestions have been drawn to reach out some formidable solution to the Baluchistan 

conflict.  

 

Table 3: Grievances, Underlying Needs & Resolution 
Baloch Demands Underlying Needs Resolve Strategy 

Autonomy, Consideration, 
Respect 

Self-actualization Provincial Autonomy with 
complete fiscal devolution. 

Safety, Share & Support Self-esteem Shares in Natural 
Resources 

Missing Persons Belonging or love Removal of Cases against 
Political Leadership  

Equality in Resource 
Distribution 

Personal fulfillment Implementation of NFC 
Award in letter and spirit. 

Consideration, Respect, 
Safety, Trust 

Safety and security Recruitments in Armed 
forces & Public Institutions. 

Economic Development Physiological needs Technical Education, Jobs 
Quotas and 
industrialization. 

Baloch Participation in 
Mega Projects 

Identity Baloch Employments in 
Mega Projects 

 

 It is imperative that the needs of Balochs must be heard, understood and fulfilled. 

In this regard, the following recommendations can be useful in reaching out a conflict 

resolution: 

 

 The federal government should ensure the implementation of the NFC Awards, the 

Aghaz-e-Huqooq-e-Baluchistan package, and the 18th Constitutional Amendment 

in letter and spirit. 

 The government must improve security situation of the province through capacity 

building and induction of local masses in law enforcement agencies of the 

Baluchistan as well as in armed forces and intelligence agencies. 

 Missing persons is a major concern for Balochs. Either detained or missing, all 

accused persons should be released or produced before the courts on account of 

Habeas corpus principle.  

 Rule of law should be adhered. Extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances and 

illegal detentions should be discouraged. 

 The fundamental need of economic opportunities must be met. The government 

should provide employment and livelihood opportunities to the Balochs not only 

in governmental institutions but should also generate employment opportunities 

through establishing industrial zones with great incentives to encourage private 

investors. Special incentives should be given to the native investors, which would 

generate inclusiveness of maximum local masses in the system. 

 Pak-China Economic Corridor and Gwadar port are being considered as the Mega 

Development Projects by the Balochs. Maximum economic opportunities should 

be given to the natives in these projects. 

 

VIII. Conclusion  
 Conflict is an integral part of human life and states are the culmination of various 

individuals living in a particular area having complete control over the activities 
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conducted in that area through an organized system. Therefore, the state and individual 

have great relationship where individual behavior determines the success or failure of a 

state. Each individual in the state needs to satisfy various necessities of life in order to 

ensure its survival. If these needs are not fulfilled, the same individual may behave in a 

manner that may constitute great hurdles for the development of any state. The conflict in 

Baluchistan has also emerged due to such behavior by the people living in Baluchistan. 

The study suggests that the Baloch demands, as cited above, are based on basic human 

needs as suggested by Abraham Maslow and John Burton and the conflict in Baluchistan 

has underlying reasons related to Human needs. Authors such as Maslow, Burton argue 

that violence surges when certain human needs are not being satisfied, and that the 

violence in itself is an attempt to meet such needs. By looking at underlying needs, such 

as recognition, safety, autonomy, equality, subsistence, respect and consideration, it 

becomes possible to look at strategies and solutions which may take all needs into 

account. The study suggests that the conflict in Baluchistan can be resolved by taking 

into account the basic human needs. A needs-based solution in Baluchistan is within 

reach. It just needs to be viewed with a different eye, which should focus on the conflict 

with reference to natural human needs, respecting their natural responses and only by 

fulfillment of these natural needs, the conflict can be mitigated. Connecting with their 

needs, rather than using enemy images and labeling, may prove successful in 

Baluchistan. 

 

 Note: 
   This paper has been presented in the Third International Conference on Social 

Sciences organized by Higher Education Commission of Pakistan in Collaboration with 

University of Peshawar, Pakistan. Author can be contacted at shahidpolsc@yahoo.com  
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