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Abstract 
Population, poverty and gender are the three interconnected factors, 

playing significant role in access to basic education. The size of 

population, its growth rate and composition has created adverse 

effects on the economic development and consequently opened the 

flood gate for illiteracy and extreme poverty across the country. 

Whilst the role of education as a catalyst in eliminating poverty and 

inequality from society has been widely recognized correlated with 

economic growth, sound governance and institutional effectiveness,  

poverty is still a foremost out of school factor contributing to illiteracy. 

Disparity in access to education among populations and groups exists 

due to numerous demographic, social, and cultural factors and gender 

is the dominating factor. Whereas Pakistan has initiated for gender 

equality and women’s empowerment particularly in education, the 

situation is far missing and 60 % of the Pakistan’s female population 

over the age of 15 are illiterate.  Large family size, extreme poverty, 

unemployment, and mobility issues, coupling with deep-rooted 

religious and cultural beliefs are the major barriers to girl’s education 

in Pakistan. While the over population, extreme poverty and the gender 

discrimination prevailing in the Pakistani society, demands for the 

enhanced budgetary allocation in education sector, the financial 

provisions for education in Pakistan is the lowest among regional 

countries.   
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I. Introduction 
 Education is a fundamental human right and it has been recognized by 

international community, organizations and leaders of the world since very beginning. 

The right to education remains high on the agenda of international community. 

International community has showed their commitment for universal primary education 

in various treaties and conventions. Commitment has been made in numerous 

conventions for fulfilling their responsibilities for the cause of Universal Primary 

Education. The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) is the most significant which 
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was adopted by 189 nations of the world during UN Millennium Summit in September 

2000. Eight goals were set to be achieved up to 2015 wherein Goals No. 2 is directly 

related with Universal Primary Education (UNICEF, 2010).  

 

 While Pakistan made commitment at international level for achieving the desired 

targets, National education Policy, 2009 was also introduced to achieve the targets 

comprehensively but the latest indicators showed that Pakistan is not likely to achieve its 

commitment made in MDGs regarding Universal Primary Education (Government of 

Pakistan, 2013). According to the latest estimate by UNESCO (2013), Pakistan is one 

among those 30 countries which are not likely to achieve Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs) on Universal Primary education by 2015. There are numerous factors which 

lying behind Pakistan towards its progress towards Universal Primary Education,  

included rapid growth of population, extreme poverty and hunger, gender inequality, low 

participation of local communities in the decision making process and the allocation of 

inadequate budgets for the education sector at national and provincial level. Girls are 

most vulnerable children in Pakistan who are by tradition facing serious obstructions to 

complete a complete course of primary education. The expenditure on education in 

Pakistan is about 2% of gross domestic product (GDP). This is not an adequate amount 

for achieving targets set for education and also a violation of the commitments made by 

Pakistan at international and national levels (UNESCO, 2013). Population, poverty and 

gender have been pointed consistently by various research studies and reports as the main 

factors of Pakistan’s failure towards Universal Primary Education Global Campaign for 

Education. (2012).  

 

 In this article the review of related literature, reports and official documents has 

been made to trace out the major issues and barriers in primary education in Pakistan. 

The problem has been explored by reviewing and discussing the relevant literature, 

official documents and studies extensively. The latest tabulated facts and figures has also 

been given and discussed with reference to related literature, studies and official policy 

documents etc. The discussion of the study revealed that population; poverty and gender 

are three interconnected factors which has lying behind the country to achieve its national 

and international commitment regarding Universal Primary Education in the country. 

 

II. Discussion  
 There is a general consensus that education is one of the most vital instrument 

helps in improving the quality of life and is an essential component of social and 

economic development. Education facilitates individuals and societies to make a better 

choice of their resources and to understand their potential. It has been learnt to 

understand that the extent of educational success is generally associated with socio-

economic status of individuals and their families (United Nations, 1997). In broad, it is 

recognized that education is increasingly linked with other sectors and goals e.g. poverty 

reduction, achieving economic sustainability and removing gender disparity for its impact 

across these sectors and goals, hence educational success depends on advances in 

achieving other goals agreed by international community. It is important to recognize and 

synergies the inter-linkages between education and other sectors in substantial policies to 

achieve the different internationally agreed .upon goals (UNICEF, 2010). The size of 

population, its growth rate and composition play significant role in the socio-economic 

development of a country. Pakistan is one among those developing countries where the 

growth in population is comparatively high and is the sixth most populous country of the 

http://www.un.org/millennium/
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world having  projected population of 188 million (Government of Pakistan, 2013). 

According to the statistics of Population Reference Bureau i.e. World Population Data 

Sheet 2013, in 2050, the Pakistan population is expected to be 363 million in 2050 and 

would retain the same 6
th

 position in the world. In Pakistan the growth rate of population 

is 1.95 percent, which is much higher than average growth rate of South Asian countries 

(Population Reference Bureau, 2013). 

 

Table 1: Pakistan Selected Demographic Indicators 
 2012 2013 2014 

Total population (million) 180.71 184.35 188.02 

Urban population (million) 67.55 69.87 72.50 

Rural population (million) 113.16 114.48 115.52 

Total Fertility Rate 3.4 3.3 3.2 

Crude Birth Rate (Per thousand) 27.2 26.8 26.4 

Crude Death Rate (Per thousand) 7.2 7.0 6.90 

Population Growth Rate (percent) 2.0 1.79 1.95 

Life Expectancy (years)    

                  Male 66.1 66.5 66.9 

                  Female 64.3 64.6 64.5 
Source: Ministry of Planning, Development & Reform (Population projection for the year 2007-20130) 

 

 While Universal Primary Education has a significant impact on human and 

economic development, a range of demographic, social and cultural factors hold up its 

own development. The rapid growth of population, for instance, may affect the demand 

for and supply of education particularly in the resource constraint economy, in the 

manner as it may facilitate or impede the progress towards Universal Primary Education 

(Bella & Belkachla, 2000). Looking at regional demographic indicators, South Asia lead 

the transform over the past six decades and the lowest fertility and mortality rates have 

been recorded in some East Asian countries in current years. The comparison of the 

regional data indicated in below table verifies that except Afghanistan, Pakistan is 

lagging behind other neighboring countries of the region in all the population indicators 

(World Bank, 2013). Since the population growth rate is comparatively rapid, makes it 

difficult for the state to generate jobs opportunities and to lift large numbers of people out 

of poverty. The large population of the country with scared resources has led to extreme 

poverty and hunger, making it difficult for the country to fulfill its commitment in 

provision of basic rights including education (Government of Pakistan, 2013). 
 

Table 2:  Population Indicators of Regional Countries 
Country Total Fertility 

Rate 
Contraceptive 

Prevalence 
Rate% 

Population 
Growth Rate% 

MMR (2010) 

Afghanistan 5.4 21 22 460 

Bangladesh 2.3 61 1.6 240 

Bhutan 2.6 66 1.1 180 

China 1.5 85 0.4 37 

India 2.4 84 1.2 200 

Maldives 2.3 35 0.1 60 

Nepal 2.6 50 1.8 170 

Pakistan 3.2 35 1.9 260 

Sri Lanka 2.1 68 0.8 35 
  Source: World Population Datasheet, 2013 
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 Poverty lines are those thresholds which separate the poor population from non- 

poor ones. In Pakistan, for measuring poverty, the consumption based approach has been 

adopted by the Ministry of Planning, Development & Reform using data from Household 

Integrated Economic Survey (HIES). The official poverty line as operational in the 

country is calorie based, with suggested nutritional requirements of 2350 calories per 

person per day and providing almost equivalent amount for other basic needs 

(Government of Pakistan, 2013).  According to the World Bank indicators, 60 % of the 

Pakistan population lives below poverty line if poverty line is taken on international 

standard of income i.e. US$ 2.00 per day, however, it would be reduced to 21.04 % with 

the reduction of income level from US$ 2.00 to US$ 1.25 per adult. While comparing 

Pakistan position with regional countries, it is better than India and Bangladesh and 

worse than Srilanka, China and Philippine (World Bank, 2014).  

 

Table 3: Poverty Head Count Ratio 

Countries Percentage of Population 

Below Us S1 25 a day 

Percentage of 

Population Below Us 

S1 25 a day 

Pakistan (2008) 21.04 60.19 

China (2008) 13.06 29.79 

Bangladesh 43.25 76.54 

India (2010) 32.67 68.72 

Sri Lanka (2007) 7.04 29.13 

Nepal (2010) 24.82 57.25 

Philippines 18.42 41.53 
Source: World Bank (World Development Indicator)  

 

 It has been proved by research studies empirically that in a range of circumstances 

particularly in situation of extreme poverty and hunger, no trade-off exists between 

quantity and quality in primary education. The schooling at primary level remained 

underprovided both punitively and qualitatively and needs appropriate strategies to 

improve educational performance through the excessive contribution of economically 

sound investments (Harbison, & Hanushek, 1992). Universal Primary Education is not 

only an essential goal and component of Millennium development Goals (MDGs) and 

other international commitments but also a mean to others MDGs particularly it is a key 

in eradicating extreme poverty and hunger from the globe. The access to basic education 

on equitable basis is directly correlated with lowering of poverty level and accelerating 

the economic growth and development (Birdsall and Londofio 1998). Since children 

living in extreme poverty has been considered the major out of school factor which 

deprived children to enroll and retain in schools (UNICEF, 2013). Investment in 

education sector is the key to accelerate economic growth in Pakistan and causal nexus 

exists among education, poverty and economic growth. Better education is a useful 

instrument may be used for reducing extreme poverty and enhancing economic growth in 

Pakistan. Although reduction in poverty has been observed in the mid of first decade of 

21st century, the economic growth of Pakistan has not always been pro-poor and never 

translated into educational enhancement and poverty reduction approach (Malik et 

al. 2010). 

 

 The human rights perception may offer a general framework of action in 

recognizing unequal conditions leads to marginalization and may help to reduce poverty 
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and ensure equity (Braveman, & Gruskin, 2003). It has been established that Poverty is 

not, in itself, a violation of human rights. However, the government’s inadequate respond 

to the conditions that create, poverty and marginalization, may lead to denials of human 

rights (World Health Organization, & UNICEF, 1978). The restricted access to education 

particularly to primary education, is considered the denial of a right, connected with 

poverty hence education is the key to break the cycle of poverty in marginalized families 

(Backlund, Sorlie & Johnson, 1999). Although poverty and quality education both are 

interconnected and the socio-economic disparities seriously affect the process of 

socialization in the society, the issue may be addressed through quality and accessible 

education for all segments of the society without any discrimination (Capra, 2009). 

 

 The role of education as a more powerful instrument in eliminating poverty and 

inequality from society has been widely recognized. Sustainability of economic growth, 

sound governance and institutional effectiveness are correlated with the Universal 

Primary Education in particular society (Bruns & Rakotomalala, 2003). Poverty is a 

foremost out of school factor contributing to illiteracy and may be tackling with social 

protection initiatives to enable marginalized segments of society to enroll and retain their 

children in schools (UNICEF, 2013). Article 38 of the constitution of the Islamic 

Republic of Pakistan obliged the state to ensure equal distribution of resources and 

provision of basic necessities of life including food, housing, clothing and education 

(Pakistan Constitutional Law, 2014). It has been committed in Pakistan Vision-2025 

(which is a long term perspective plan of the Government of Pakistan), that 

underprivileged segments of society will be protected by revamping and going up the 

social protection system in the country to compliment with the provision therein article 

38 of the constitution of Pakistan. To make vulnerable community socially and 

economically productive, an inclusive education system will be promoted along with 

effective utilization of Pakistan Bait-ul-maal and Zakat funds and welfare schemes for 

senior citizens (Government of Pakistan, 2014). The Government of Pakistan has started 

many initiatives to support vulnerable children and their families, assist and provide them 

equal opportunities of basic education and to manage risks and vulnerability. Some of the 

major initiatives include Benazir income support programme (BISP) with the committed 

allocation of Rs 100 billion and the establishment of Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund 

(PPAF) to eradicate poverty, achieve Universal Primary education and gender equity 

(Government of Pakistan, 2013). 

 

Table 4: Special initiates of the Government of Pakistan for poverty reduction  
S. 

No. 
  Components Amount (Rs. 

Millions) 

1 Waseela –e-Haq (BISP) 298 

2 Institutional Development/Social  Mobilization  481 

3 Microfinance Portfolio Management (MPM) 5253 

4 Livelihood, Employment and Enterprise Development (LEED) 1603 

5 Community Physical Infrastructure (CPI) 341 

6 Water, Energy and Climate Change (WECC) 130 

7 Education, Health, and Nutrition (EHN) 312 

 Total 8,418 

 Source: Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund, Islamabad 
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 There exist numerous and varied links between gender equality and the fulfillment 

of the international commitment of Universal Primary Education which described 

education as a basic human right without any discrimination. The fact that two thirds of 

the world’s illiterate population is women confirmed the denial of the human right to 

education experienced by women and girls across the globe and is a striking example of 

gender inequity. While Pakistan is a signatory to various international conventions on 

women’s rights including CEDAW, and has initiated for gender equality and women’s 

empowerment, the situation is far missing, only 40 % of the Pakistan’s female population 

over the age of 15 are literate compared to 70 % of the male population. (Global 

Campaign for Education, 2012). The investment on female education has links with the 

economic development and socio-economic status of individuals and societies and 

contributes positively to the factors of human resource development including nutrition, 

health and child education. Girl’s access to education is an important way of reducing 

inequalities which strengthens women productivity and their negotiating position 

(Behrman & Schneider, 1993). 

 

 While early marriage is a major social concern which blocks women participation 

in education, which is predominant in Pakistani society and further multiplied by poverty 

factor (Siagol, 1995). The number of Illiterate population in Pakistan has been increased 

with the rapid growth of population and the growth rate of population has been observed 

three times than literacy enhancement rate. While women and disadvantaged population 

are more vulnerable to these negative indications, the role of separate schools for girls 

with female teachers gains more importance in the specific socio-cultural pattern in 

Pakistan (Social Policy and Development Centre, 2003). Gender disparity is predominant 

in Pakistani society and is greater in rural areas than in urban areas and in poorer families 

than richer families. It is estimated that child laborers of primary school age are more 

likely to out of school than their non working peers i.e. 80.5 % compared 33.9 %. 

(UNICEF, 2013). The wider gender gap in enrolment is a challenging issue to understand 

the full potential of demographic dividend, making it crucial to expand primary school 

network with the aim to promote girl education in rural areas. Based on the prospective 

population-education gap at primary level, it is estimated that Pakistan would need more 

than 60,000 primary schools with the capacity to take in more than 16 million children, 

both boys and girls by the year 2015 hence stress for considerable increase in budgetary 

allocations for primary education (Mahmood, 2011). According to Pakistan Social and 

Living Standards Measurement (PSLM) Survey 2012-13, while 71 % of the country male 

population is literate, the situation is worst for females and more than half of the country 

women are illiterate. Similarly the Net Enrolment rate (NER) for male stands at 61 while 

for female its ratio is only 54 which is again a negative sign for gender equity and for 

achieving MDGs targets. 

              

Table 5: Percentage 
Indicators National Punjab Sindh Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa 
Baluchista

n 

Net Primary 
Enrolment Rate 

(5-9 Years) 

Total: 57 
Male:61 
Female: 

54 

Total: 62 
Male:64 

Female:60 

Total: 52 
Male:56 

Female:4
8 

Total: 54 
Male:59 

Female:48 

Total:45 
Male:54 

Female:35 

Completion/Sur
vival Ret 

1 grade to 5 

- - - - - 
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Literacy Rate 
(%) 

10 years and 
above 

Total: 60 
Male:71 

Female:4
8 

Total: 62 
Male:71 

Female:54 

Total: 60 
Male:72 
Female4

7 

Total: 52 
Male:70 

Female:35 

Total: 44 
Male:62 

Female:23 

Source: Pakistan Social and living Standards Measurement (PSLM) Survey 2012-13. 

 

 Human Capital Theory describes links between education and poverty in terms of 

education as a means of poverty reduction and suggests that for alleviation of poverty, the 

enhancement of education should be at the core heart of an effective Anti-Poverty 

Strategy to enhance productivity, eligibility and socio-economic status of deprived 

segments of society (Oxaal, 1997).  Basic education play significant role in poverty 

alleviation by increasing the productivity of the poor, reduce the fertility rate and equip 

people with the skills they need to participate fully in socio-economic development. 

Attainment of Equity has been observed as one of the major challenges in education and 

expanding educational opportunities to marginalized groups including refugees, child 

laborers and girls are still far away. To compliment with the challenge of equity, the 

educational programme must pay special attention to the education of these 

underprivileged segments of society (World Bank 1995). The curriculum and school 

environment is also contributed to enrolment and retention of girls in schools.  The 

gender dimension on education suggests concentration on the content and value of 

schools curriculum and the kind of environments they provide for girls. The curriculum, 

norms and values along with optimistic school environment may reinforce girls’ sense of 

second class citizenship which dramatically enhance female participation rate in 

education which is a major obstacle for Universal Primary Education in developing world 

(Womankind 1995). The World Bank along with other development organizations has 

stressed for increased investment in female education as an imperative development 

strategy for developing countries due to high social rates of return to female education. It 

is widely accepted that educated women marry in later stage of life, want fewer children 

and are more likely to use successful methods of contraception. Research studies have 

confirmed that their exists large differences in fertility rates are found between those who 

have completed at least seven years of education and women who have not completed 

primary education (United Nations, 1995). The issue of financing and the affordability of 

education for the disadvantaged community and girls to eliminate poverty and hunger 

through investment in education sector are controversial. The proportion of public 

financing share for different levels of education has serious implications in reducing 

gender disparity and poverty; hence a thorough analysis of the supply side of educational 

provision is important to equity consideration. Although the public financing on primary 

education by and large favors the poor, but because of the heavy subsidization for higher 

education, public expenditure on education as a whole often favors the rich class of the 

society and female students are typically remains even more underprivileged because of 

their less access to higher education (World Bank 1995). Research studies conducted on 

the barriers to girls’ schooling have thoroughly identified the persistence of gender gaps 

in education. Girls belong to poor families are likely to deprive from schooling because 

of the perceived and actual costs both direct i.e. fees, books, pencils, clothing, transport 

and opportunity costs (Baden 1995). 

 

 Literacy as a core element of basic education has been recognized in Pakistan's 

national policy documents and also revealed in various international commitments but in 

spite of the government’s commitments for Universal Primary Education, Pakistan still 
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stands with one of the highest rates of illiteracy in the world with significant gender 

disparity. Poverty is linked strongly with low level of education and the deprivation of 

girls from education due to lack of funds perpetuate a vicious circle of poverty in their 

lives. Restriction on girl’s mobility due to cultural norms and long distance schools 

further increase the risk of dropout since 60 % of the gender gap in enrolment is due to 

long distance from schools. (UNESCO, 2010). By looking at the global figures, two-

thirds of the world's illiterate adults are women; and more than the 125 million children 

out of school in the world, 70 percent of whom are girls. Drastically more girls than boys 

who enroll into grade-I fail to complete the cycle of five years of primary schooling. 

Social way of life in underdeveloped countries coupling with deep-rooted religious and 

cultural beliefs is most often the barriers to expanding girl’s education around the world. 

(Save the Children, 2012). In Pakistan major barriers to education as identified by 

communities in various surveys include large family size, extreme poverty, 

unemployment, and mobility issues for girls in the socio-cultural context of the region. 

Government of Pakistan recognized the essential role of social protection programmes in 

poverty reduction enhancing educational attainment of vulnerable children and Cash 

transfers as a core part of poverty reduction strategy has been initiated in collaboration 

with international development partners (UNICEF, 2013). The rates of return approach 

offers a broad range of key insights into the restricted access to universal basic education 

in Pakistan may be interpreted within the demand-supply dichotomy. While the 

availability of adequate public schooling contribute to the supply side, poverty and 

cultural attitudes primarily against the girls education  are thought to be typical 

constraints on the demand for primary schooling (Gazdar, 1999). 

 

 Disparity in access to education among populations and groups exist due to 

numerous social, economic and cultural factors and vulnerable individuals and groups do 

not afford just few years of education, often received poor-quality education having low 

level of learning achievement. The underlying causes are varied; interconnected and 

household poverty is considered one of the strongest and most determined factors for 

educational marginalization. Gender is another chief barrier, especially when coupled 

with other social factors like poverty, culture, disability and other socio-economic 

contexts (UNICEF. 2010). Disparity in access to education exists in Pakistan which 

demands for enhanced budgetary allocation for education sector with particular focus on 

girls and other excluded classes but unfortunately the budgetary allocation for education 

is the lowest in Pakistan when compared to other regional countries (Government of 

Pakistan, 2014). 

 

Table 6: Comparison of public sector expenditure on education 

Country Public Sector Spending 

(AS% of GDP) 

Literacy Rates In% 

Bangladesh 2.4 59.8 

Bhutan 4.8 52.0 

India 3.1 73.8 

Iran 4.7 85.0 

Maldives 11.2 99.0 

Nepal 4.6 66.0 

Pakistan 2.0 60.0 

Sri Lanka 2.6 91.2 
Source: CIA World Fact Book: Figures for latest available years 
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 While Education for All has been declared by the Government of Pakistan its stop 

priority and inducted human development through education as a key pillar of Pakistan 

Poverty Reduction Strategy, it failed to expand educational opportunities in accordance 

with the rapid population growth and to girls and other excluded groups as per their 

commitments. Pakistan’s budgetary allocation for education sector is just 2 % of GDP 

and only 10 % of the available budget was meant to meet development expenditure which 

has led to a backlog of out of school children, considerable number of which belongs to 

girls and poor households (Pakistan Institute of Legislative Development and 

Transparency, 2010). Although Pakistan made a series of commitments in various 

national documents and international conventions for enhancing budgetary allocation for 

education but it failed to fulfill its commitment since the budgetary allocation for 

education in Pakistan is the lowest among regional countries. The lower political will of 

the government to make education accessible to all without any discrimination is cleared 

from inadequate investment in education sector (Pakistan Coalition for education, 2010). 

 

 According to Pakistan Millennium Development Goals Report 2013, prepared by 

Planning Commission of Pakistan in collaboration with United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP), The MDG No. 2 for Pakistan is 100 percent primary school 

enrolment, 100 percent completion of education from grades 1-5 and an 88 percent 

literacy rate. The reports revealed that Pakistan is off-track on all three targets and 

therefore not likely to achieve targets of MDG 2 by 2015 (Government of Pakistan, 

2013). Government of Pakistan has developed a National Plan of Action for MDGs 

Acceleration Framework (MAF) 2013-16 focusing on bringing maximum number of out 

of school children to be enrolled in schools through opening of schools, launching 

awareness campaigns, availability of proper physical environment, community 

participation and specific provision of other incentives e.g. stipends to poor children and 

their families, food for education, uniforms  to enroll and retain children from most 

vulnerable areas and community (Government of Pakistan, 2013). 

 

 While there are more than a few reasons for the relatively slower growth rate of 

Pakistan particularly in education sector, including geopolitical and domestic factors, the 

absence of a clear national vision supported by sustained political commitment is a 

missing link in Pakistan's development agenda. By realizing the fact that in a multi-party 

democratic set up like Pakistan, ownership of vision is as important as its technical 

soundness, the Pakistan National Vision 2025 was formulated after consultation with all 

stakeholders, including political representatives, federal ministries, provincial 

governments, business leaders, international organizations, academia, think tanks, and 

development partners. The Pakistan Vision 2025 has been based on seven pillars wherein 

the vulnerable population, poverty and gender dimensions of Pakistan's slower progress 

towards national and international commitments has been addressed with the 

commitment of enhances public sector allocation for marginalized segments of society. 

(Government of Pakistan, 2014). 

 

III. Conclusion 

 In a nutshell, it may be concluded from the aforesaid discussion that population, 

poverty and gender are the three interconnected factors, playing a significant role in 

determination of access to universal primary education. The size of population, its growth 

rate and composition play significant role in the socio-economic development of a 

country. Pakistan is one among those developing countries where the growth in 
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population is comparatively high, created adverse effects on the economic 

development of the country and consequently opened the flood gate for illiteracy 

and extreme poverty across the country. This rapid growth of population has disturbed 

the demand for and supply of education and impede the progress towards Universal 

Primary Education. Whilst the role of education as a catalyst in eliminating poverty and 

inequality from society has been widely recognized correlated with economic growth, 

sound governance and institutional effectiveness, poverty is still a foremost out of school 

factor contributing to illiteracy and may be tackling with social protection initiatives.  

 

 Although Besides the constitutional obligations which obliged the state to provide 

basic necessities of life and social protection, Pakistan is also signatory to numerous 

international treaties and conventions on the subject but the poverty situation in the 

country is still alarming contributing as a major out of school factor. Disparity in access 

to education among populations and groups exists due to numerous social, economic and 

cultural factors and gender is the dominating factor. Whereas Pakistan has initiated for 

gender equality and women’s empowerment particularly in education, the situation is far 

missing and 60 % of the Pakistan’s female population over the age of 15 are illiterate 

compared to 30 % of the male population. Large family size, extreme poverty, 

unemployment, and mobility issues, coupling with deep-rooted religious and cultural 

beliefs are the major barriers to girl’s education in Pakistan. While the over population, 

extreme poverty and the gender discrimination prevailing in the Pakistani society 

demands for the enhanced budgetary allocation in education sector, the financial 

provisions for education in Pakistan is the lowest among regional countries.  Pakistan 

made a series of commitments in various national documents and international 

conventions for enhancing budgetary allocation for education but it failed to fulfill its 

commitment and the lower political commitment of the government to make education 

accessible to all without any discrimination is cleared from inadequate investment in 

education sector. 
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