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Abstract 
Media is considered as the effective tool of communication and it has 

some responsibilities to play in a democratic society. The objective of 

this study was to analyze and explore the practices of print media 

journalists of Multan. It also focuses on different kinds of influences 

that create impact on news making process. The major area of research 

revolves around the impact of media routines on construction of news 

stories. The study was theoretically linked with theories of influences 

on media content presented by Shoemaker and Reese. The population 

of the study was 566 print media journalists working in different 

national and local newspapers out of which 100 journalists were taken 

as a sample from daily Jang, Nawa-i-waqt, Express and Khabrain. 

Purposive sampling technique was used in the study because a specific 

type of material required from journalists according to the nature of 

research questionnaire. Survey method was used to collect the data 

from research respondents and interviews were too conducted from 

some mainstream journalists working in Multan. Results of the study 

revealed that majority of the journalists were of the view that media 

routines are the key elements that create impact on news construction. 

They did believe that media routines like gate keeping, deadlines, 

proximity, human interest, reliance on official sources and dependence 

of media organizations on other media outlets were the major influence 

on news making process.  

 

Keywords:  Media Routines, construction of news stories, influence on media content, 

journalists. 

 

I. Introduction 
We are living in a digital era where the role of technology cannot be denied. 

Progress of the media changed the world into international desk. Societies are coming 

closer to each other.  This digital machinery allows the journalist to manufacture news 

through different modes of communication. However, media works under some 

pressures. Journalists’ news assessment is based on their sovereign, but biased decision-
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making procedures, although the journalists try hard to maintain impartial picture in their 

newsgathering and news processing work. (Lawson-Borders, 2003, p. 91) 

 

 Everyone is ready to blame media; traditionalist tries to point the finger at media 

for circulating depressing news among the society while liberals allege media of fidelity 

to conservatives. Media content is accused of including too much love, sex and violence. 

Public thinks that media content is in the hands of communicative staff. On the other 

hand, media is working under harassment from within and outside the organization that is 

also considered as the influences on media content. Media in all over the world works 

under some pressure that can be named as internal and external influences. (Shoemaker 

and Reese, 1996) 

 

 Pamela Shoemaker (1994) is the first scholar who had given the concept that 

media not only controls target audiences but it, itself is influenced by a number of 

elements. Shoemaker and Reese presented a model of theoretical approaches about 

influences on mass media content. These approaches are following. 

 

 Shoemaker (1994) Journalists perform their duties under some media routines. 

These routines are as follows: 

 

 Gate keeping is the method of slanting, shaping, and stimulate news messages in 

such a way that looks true representation of social events broadcast via news media. It is 

the process in which a journalist decides that which news will disseminate to audience 

and which is not. Editors have the power to filter the news according to the commercial 

interest and need of the public. Social reality defines by the persons who owns and 

control the news production as well as the frame of mind by the journalist (ibid). 

 

 Meeting the deadlines is another media routine that create impact on journalist 

mind. Media personnel are working under the pressure of deadlines in which they have to 

submit their news stories. Every media organization is ready to compete its rival agency 

through breaking and exclusive news and this competition influence news stories. This 

routine mostly hurt the electronic news because reporters sometime cannot double check 

the news and on-air it without confirmation (ibid). 

 

 Reliance on official sources for news is another media routine that is a hurdle on 

media autonomy. Every journalist depends on official source for getting a news story of 

any department. Official sources manipulate those news stories according to their interest 

and sometime journalists are unable to understand that is this story manipulated or not. 

Official sources are the representatives of state and they work to get the story out from 

the media box (ibid). 

 

 Every news organization is dependent on other news organization because these 

organizations exchange news stories with each other. Media organizations send and 

receive news stories to other news organizations that angle according to the regional 

interest of that country. For example: small media organizations depend on big news 

agencies like BBC, CNN, Geo news, APP, AFP, Reuters. These media giants manipulate 

news stories according to their interest (ibid).  
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 These media routines make sure that the media organism will react in a 

conservative style. Media content is influenced by these routines. These routines shape 

the social reality portray by media. Journalists usually rely on sources for news but these 

sources have their own personal benefits and while giving the information to the 

reporters, they will defend their personal interests. Pakistani media examine very 

carefully to triumph the maximum viewers in order to beat its opponents. If some 

newspaper breaks a news story utterly, the other media also carry it and replicate its 

journal. This is because of a close competition among print media to win the maximum 

number of readers and this is the reason that media organizations depend on each other 

for news (shoemaker and Rees, 1996).  

 

 Media considers as the effective medium of communication. It has the authority to 

build and change public opinion. People trust on media content and think that media is 

presenting social reality while the situation is different. Media organizations are working 

in hierarchical order where some media personals hold the important positions. Every 

position demands some responsibility and bound journalists in some specific boundaries. 

The researcher wants to explore such kind of boundaries that restrict a journalist. These 

restrictions also names as pressures or influences on media professionals. 

 

 We cannot live without media and perceive the picture of the world, as the media 

present to us. We have some specific pictures of the world issues in our minds because of 

media. This study aims to find out the impact of media routines on construction of news 

stories and will explore the practices of print media journalists of Multan. The research 

study will try to find out the level of influence of media routines on news production. The 

study will focus to investigate how these routines create impact on media messages 

construction. 

 

II. Literature Review 
 Ramaprasad (2006) investigated the influence of media routines in her article 

“Journalists in East Africa: Reported Influences on News Reporting” by using gate 

keeping and content theory. The results of the study showed that journalists influenced 

from their in-house media routines instead of external factors. These influences judged in 

connection with the role of journalist towards public issues. It is found that external 

influences are more active in public related issues like HIV/AIDS and maternity issues.  

 

 Reinemann and Carsten (2004) examined the reliance of journalists on media 

routines in their article “Everyone in journalism steals from everyone else; Journalists go 

for routine reliance on other media in different stages of news production". This research 

based on mail survey of German political journalists. Stratified sampling technique used 

in the study and total number of 500 journalists included in the study. Results of the study 

illustrates that Journalist’s dependency on other media outlets are consider as the key 

element that influences news production within the media system.  

 

 The routines adopt by news media have its own sense during the coverage of 

military events. The connection of journalist with armed forces produces such kind of 

content, which is far from the censorship of news. The military sources enforce their 

agenda in such a way that journalist is unable to understand the hidden perspectives of 

any event. On the other hand, this media dependency on military sources opens the gate 
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of mutually satisfactory information for both the parties in which reporter acknowledges 

the military thoughts. (Shoemaker and Reese, 1996, p.136) 

 

 Shoemaker et al. (2001) described that the editors are the gatekeepers who decide 

the publication of news. The reporters mostly look in confusion that which content should 

publish or not. Editors have the power to control the content and they decide that which 

information pass through which gate for publication. In present age, the scholars have 

diverged on which forces are more influential on media content even gate keeper like 

editor manipulate and manage the news stories till the time of print. ( Nurul Hasfi ,2013) 

 

 Gans (1979) originated in his study Deciding what‘s news: A study of CBS 

Evening News, NBC Nightly News”  that journalist select news items on the basis of four  

elements, which have been internally practised in newsrooms, for example, stories that 

related to ruling class and governmental officials. The management directs these routines 

to journalists who are under control hierarchy; definitely, those are the high investors of 

the organization, such as news directors, frequently use their executive right as 

justification for the decision of news presentation.  

 

 Palmer (2000) classified news values into two categories, the first one is 

“International” news values and the second is” Local” news values. Global news values 

comprised “timeliness, proximity, human interest, importance, etc” (p. 124), whereas 

local news values are those that help in understanding the native customs of a selective 

viewers. The writer described that journalists pursue both local and intercontinental news 

values to construct their messages. The study reveals that Pakistani reporters practiced 

both local and global news values to cover the 9/11 terrorist attacks. According to this 

study, news values are influence on news production in the shape of agenda setting.  

 

 Shehata (2009) stated in her article “Marking Journalistic Independence Official 

Dominance and the Rule of Product Substitution in Swedish Press Coverage” that the 

journalist more depends on political actors for newsgathering and construction. This 

research showed the nature of executive dominance and demonstration of news media 

dependence on political actors routine press coverage in Sweden. Content analyses of 835 

news stories published in Dagens Nyheter and Svenska Dagbladet during a 15-week 

period in 2008 used in the study.  The researcher found that political actors manage news 

coverage both in terms of source use and in terms of story beginning. 

 

 Gans (1980) suggested in his influential study on the news making process that 

there are four conditions that determines how source can make healthy atmosphere for 

news story. First, sources should be keen and stimulated to cultivate journalist’s 

information. Second, dominant sources, like as the president and political actors gain 

more attention to journalists than the powerless. Third, the more a covert source can 

enclose information according to the journalistic style. Fourth, sources proximity to the 

news agency or journalists, who share similar social backgrounds with the journalists are 

influences in news production. (As cited in Shehata, A. M. , 2009) 

 

 Paterson (2006) described in their article “The end of the traditional gatekeeper? 

The study illustrates that gate keeping process influence the news production from editor 

to reporter. In globalize age, Modern readers are more active and they ignore the 

traditional gatekeepers who shape the media agenda as public agenda. Other words, 
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online media facilitate their audience to directly access of news while avoiding the liaison 

processors of news (as cited in Lee, Shin Haeng, 2011). 

 

 Kim and Shik (2012) examined the various forces that damage media freedom in 

their article “Journalistic Autonomy and News Media in War". In this study, survey 

technique used and Iraqi journalists were the population of the study. The results of the 

study illustrates that organizational dictations and social limitations are more pinching for 

journalists as compare to individual level gate keeping. There are some indicators of 

media autonomy and use as a symbol in libertarian concept of journalism, which are job 

and life security, freedom of expression, relaxation in media laws and discourage 

censorship.  

 

 Hanitzsch et al. (2009) searched influences on news desk in their article "Modeling 

Perceived Influences on Journalism: Evidence From a Cross-National Survey of 

Journalists". The study based on survey in which 1390 journalists from 14 countries 

taken as research respondents. The results of the study declare the news organization as 

major influence on news production because news organization is the only platform 

where gatekeepers sort out, rearrange and discuss the news on political and economic 

issues.  

 

 Jiang and Shujun (2008) revealed various influences on news making process in 

their article "Who Decides? Journalists, News Censors, Readers, and News Content". 

Content analysis is used in the study and data was collected from Chinese newspaper. 

Survey technique adopted in research in which four groups of people included as sample 

from the city where the newspaper publishes. The findings of the study shows that 

organizational influences are more active in news angling as compare to extra media 

factors. News reporters face more pressure from their editors and work with the ideology 

of news managers. 

 

 Hermans and Liesbeth (2006) interpreted the influence of media routines in 

political events in their article "Constructing Political News in Newspapers during Dutch 

Elections 2002: An Exploration". The findings of the study revealed that situational 

environment plays a key role in news making process where journalists are working 

under hierarchical dictation. Moreover, the professional expertise of a journalist 

determines the different political conditions. Journalists use their knowledge to define 

political circumstances by using different methods like facts, the political, the journalistic 

and the individual meaning system.  

 

 Dimmick (2000) describes that editors and reporters prioritize an issue and select a 

story by using the criteria of news values which are novelty, timeliness, proximity, 

human interest, conflict and larger impact. Media routines have larger influence on news 

making process as compare to individual media workers influence. These routines raise 

the importance of an issue and considered as the influence on news stories.  (Shoemaker 

& Reese, 1996, p. 111). 

 

 Tuchman (1978) illustrated that the procedure of news collection and production is 

not only in the hands of one person but different gatekeepers are involved in 

manipulation of news item. This newsgathering and manufacturing process is controlled 

by managerial news-collection routines, working liaison between reporters and their 
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sources. This working coordination between the journalist and source produce the 

manipulated content. These official sources are the symbol of news authentication 

because reporters frequently use this channel. 

 

III. Theoretical framework 
 This research study is theoretically linked with the theories of influences on media 

contents by Shoemaker and Reese demonstrate some influences that disturb news making 

process. These influences named as (a) Media routines, (b) individual media workers, (c) 

organizational influence, (d) ideology, (e) influences from outside the media 

organizations. Shoemaker and Reese presented these influences to highlight the 

suffocated environment that build during the news construction. These influences have 

equal worth in their nature and force journalist to live in this circle. Individual media 

workers are the main influence on news making process due to their own social and 

professional background, ideology, values and personal interest they have.  

 

IV. Hypotheses 
 

H1: Deadline would likely to be less influential on news production as compared to 

proximity. 

H2: Significance of any news event would likely to create more impact as compared to 

timeliness on news making process. 

H3: Dependence of media organization would likely to create more impact on a news 

story as compared to reliance on official sources. 

H4: Gate keeping would likely to create more impact on a news story as compared to 

human interest. 

H5: Personal Interest of a journalist would likely to create more influence on a news 

story as compared to government. 

 

V. Materials and methods 
 In this research study, survey method of interviewing and questionnaire 

distribution has used to take the opinions from the research subjects regarding testing the 

research hypotheses formulated by the researcher. Out of 566, 100 journalists were the 

sample of the study from print media organizations in Multan according to the list given 

by General Secretary Press club. The sample equally distributed from which half were 

reporters and half were sub-editors. The research subjects selected from different national 

and local print media organizations of Multan including daily Jang, Nawa-e-waqt, 

Express and Khabren. Sample stratified by type of reporting area, i.e., political, crime, 

health, court, education and sports so that influence can be check in every type of 

reporting area. The researchers have used purposive sampling technique in the study. In 

addition, general types of journalists were taken into consideration to respond the 

research questions. Newspaper organizations were visited by the researcher himself to 

distribute the questionnaire and were taken back after a fix interval of time set by the 

participants. A coding sheet was developed in order to code the responses and was 

analyzed through statistical software SPSS for the data presentation into the forms of 

charts and graphs.  
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VI. Data Analysis & Interpretation of Results 
 

Table 1: Response regarding deadlines as the major influence on news production 
Respondents 

 
Total 

Respondents 
Strongly 

Agree 
Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Reporters 50 5(5%) 34(34%) 3(3%) 5(5%) 3(3%) 

Sub-Editors 50 5(5%) 30(30%) 2(2%) 1(1%) 12(12%) 

Total % 100 10% 64% 5% 6% 15% 

 

 The above table reveals that 64% are agreed that deadlines influence on news 

construction and 10% strongly agree while 5% respondents gave no opinion, 6% did not 

agree and 15% of journalist denied the statement altogether. 

 

Table 2: Response regarding Editors influence on news stories as gatekeepers 
Respondents Total 

Respondents 
Strongly 

Agree 
Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Reporters 50 20(20%) 20(20%) 5(5%) 5(5%) 0(0%) 

Sub-Editors 50 40(40%) 9(9%) 0(0%) 1(1%) 0(0%) 

Total % 100 60% 29% 5% 6% 0% 

 

 The above table illustrates that 29% of research respondents agreed that editors 

influence on news stories as gatekeepers and 60% strongly agree while 5% gave no 

opinion, 6% did not agree to the statement. 

 

Table 3:  Response regarding proximity as a news value influence on news 

construction 
Respondents 

 
Total 

Respondents 
Strongly 

Agree 
Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Reporters 50 8(8%) 29(29%) 5(5%) 7(7%) 1(1%) 

Sub-Editors 50 14(14%) 24(24%) 11(11%) 0(0%) 1(1%) 

Total % 100 22% 53% 16% 7% 2% 

 

 The above table reveals that 53% journalist agreed that proximity as a news value 

influence on journalist to publish local news instead of national or international news and 

22% strongly agree while 16% gave no opinion, 7% did not agree and 2% denied the 

statement altogether. 

 

Table 4: Response regarding human interest influence on journalist during news 

making process 
Respondents 

 
Total 

Respondents 
Strongly 

Agree 
Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Reporters 50 7(7%) 18(18%) 4(4%) 15(15%) 6(6%) 

Sub-Editors 50 6(6%) 18(18%) 0(0%) 15(15%) 11(11%) 

Total % 100 13% 36% 4% 30% 17% 

 

 The above table shows the results that 36% agreed that human-interest influence 

on journalist during news making process and 13% fully supported the statement while 

4% gave no opinion, 30% did not agree and 17% rejected the statement. 
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Table 5:  Response regarding significance of any news event on journalist to give 

coverage to that event and kill other story 
Respondents 

 
Total 

Respondents 
Strongly 

Agree 
Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Reporters 50 4(4%) 23(23%) 3(3%) 15(16%) 5(5%) 

Sub-Editors 50 2(2%) 44(44%) 0(0%) 4(4%) 0(0%) 

Total % 100 6% 67% 3% 19% 5% 

 

 The above table illustrates that 67% of research respondents agreed that 

significance of any news event create pressure on journalist to play-up that issue or play-

down the other story and 6% endorsed it while 3% gave no opinion, 19% did not agreed 

and 5% denied the statement totally. 

 

Table 6: Response regarding timeliness impact on construction of a news story 
Respondents Total 

Respondents 
Strongly 

Agree 
Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Reporters 50 8(8%) 27(27%) 6(6%) 9(9%) 0(0%) 

Sub-Editors 50 15(15%) 23(23%) 11(11%) 1(1%) 0(0%) 

Total % 100 23% 50% 17% 10% 0 

 

 The above table illustrate that 50% of research respondents agreed that timeliness 

affect the news stories and 23% strongly agree while 17% gave no opinion and 10% did 

not agree on the statement. 

 

Table 7: Response regarding official sources influence on news stories 
Respondents 

 
Total 

Respondents 
Strongly 

Agree 
Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Reporters 50 5(5%) 17(17%) 3(3%) 23(23%) 2(2%) 

Sub-Editors 50 3(3%) 17(17%) 10(10%) 20(20%) 0(0%) 

Total % 100 8% 34% 13% 43% 2% 

 

 The above table reveals that 43% journalist disagree that officials source impact on 

news stories and 2% strongly disagree while 34%  agreed with the statement, 8% strongly 

agree and 13% gave no remarks. 

 

Table 8:  Response regarding impact of dependence of news organization on other 

media outlets on news construction 
Respondents 

 
Total 

Respondents 
Strongly 

Agree 
Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Reporters 50 2(2%) 22(22%) 10(10%) 13(13%) 3(3%) 

Sub-Editors 50 7(7%) 36(36%) 5(5%) 2(2%) 0(0%) 

Total % 100 9% 58% 15% 15% 3% 

 

 The above table shows the results that 58% agreed that reliance of news 

organization on other media outlets create impacts on news construction and 9% fully 

supported the statement while 15% gave no opinion, 15% did not agree and 3% rejected 

the statement. 
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Table 9: Impact of media routines on News construction 
Media Routines 

 
Strongly 

Agree 
Agree Neutral Disagree 

Strongly 
Disagree 

Deadline 10 64 5 6 15 

Proximity 22 53 16 7 2 

Timeliness 23 50 17 10 0 

Human interest 13 36 4 30 17 

Significance 6 70 3 19 2 

Dependence of media 
organization 

9 58 15 15 3 

Gate keeping 60 29 5 6 0 

Reliance on official 
Sources for news 

8 34 13 43 2 

 N=100      

 

 The above table 9 reveals that majority of the journalists were of the view that 

deadlines create impact on news making process. Similarly, the table shows that other 

media routines like proximity, timeliness, human interest, significance of news event, 

dependence of media organizations on other media outlets and reliance on official 

sources for news also create a strong impact on news production. 

 

 When researcher visited the news organizations and interviewed from print media 

journalists, they pointed out that some news values create impact on one another and 

gave a suggestion to check the difference of influence between them. Therefore, the 

researcher made four groups of media routines to check the influence of these routines on 

one another. 

 

Table 10: 

Group A         Group B                      Group C                                         Group D 

Deadline         Timeliness                  Significance                                   Gate keeping 

Proximity        Human interest          Dependence of media org              Official sources 

 

Figure 1:  Comparison of influence between Deadline and proximity on news 

making process 
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 The figure 1 clearly shows that proximity creates a strong impact on news 

construction as compared to deadline. The data in figure illustrate that 75% journalist 

agreed that proximity as a news value creates impact on news making process while 9% 

did not agree to the statement. On the other hand, 74% of journalist were of the view that 

deadline create impact on news production while 21% did not agree.  

 

Figure 2:  Comparison of influence between Timeliness and Human interest on 

news production process 

 
 

 The figure 2 illustrates the level of influence between timeliness and human 

interest as a news value. The figure describes that 73% journalist agreed that timeliness 

create impact on news making process while 10% journalist did not agree to the 

statement. Similarly, the 49% of journalist sure that human interest creates impact on 

news production while 47% denied the statement. 

 

Figure 3:  Comparison of influence between significance of news event and 

dependence of media organization on news construction 

 

 
 

 The figure 3 clearly shows that significance of any news event creates more impact 

as compared to dependence of media organizations on other media outlets. In figure, 76% 
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of journalist agreed that significance of any news event influence on news production 

while 21% did not agree to the statement. In the same way, 67% journalist were of the 

view that dependence of media organizations on other media outlets manipulate the news 

content while 18% refused the statement. 

 

Figure 4: Comparison of influence between Gate keeping and Reliance on official 

sources on news production 

 
 

 Figure 4 highlights that 89% journalists agreed that gate keeping influence news 

stories as media routine while only 6% did not agree to the statement. On the other hand, 

42% were of the view that reliance on official sources for news create impact on news 

content while 45% refused the statement altogether.  

 

VII. Discussion and Conclusion  
 This research study aimed to explore the impact of media routines on construction 

of news stories. The first and foremost objective of this research was to measure the 

extent of influences on the media workers with special reference to the production of 

news content. Furthermore, how the production material as constructed by the media 

men, is influenced by the media routines. The reason behind this research work was that 

there have done a lot of research studies on the impact of media organization but 

influence on media content have been rarely touched. Today we are living in the era of 

computer-mediated communication where our lives and attitudes are highly influenced by 

the media through its different information channels. Secondly, journalists are the key 

component of any media organization and are the largest shareholder in order to produce, 

develop, construct and manipulate the information advocated by different sources.  

 

 The major objectives of the research were to find out and explore the influences of 

media routines on production of news contents. It was found that majority of the 

journalists agreed that media routines such as gate keeping, deadline, dependence of 

media organization on other media outlets, reliance on official sources for news and news 

values (timeliness, proximity, significance, human interest) are the key elements in 

manipulation of news stories. The largest proportion of journalists expressed that gate 

keeping is the key routine that create impact on news production. Media managers have a 
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strong position to interfere in the news making decision. Sometimes, they dictate the 

reporters and sub-editors to write the story in accordance to their will.  

 

 According to journalists, deadline as media routine is a psychological fear on 

journalist to submit the news on the given time period. They told that breaking news 

culture affect the news worthiness and decrease the efficiency of press operators. 

Dependence of media organization on other media outlets is another routine that 

influence the news production process. Media practitioners believe that mostly news 

come from international news agencies and are manipulated according to their interest-

and mostly news organizations published those news stories without checking it due to 

the reliability of that organization. Sometimes the journalist is unable to understand the 

manipulated content in a news story. Official sources are another routine in which a 

journalist goes through on daily basis-journalists have strong relationship and a 

continuous liaison for getting news from official sources. The representatives of the 

government departments manipulate the news content to protect the image of their 

department and it is necessary for their job survival. News values such as timeliness, 

proximity, significance and human interest are also a routine that a journalist keeps in his 

mind during news production. 

 

 The first hypothesis states that deadline would likely to be less influential on news 

production as compared to proximity. The data obtained from the research participants 

clearly shows that 64% agreed that deadlines influence on news construction and 10% 

strongly agree while 5% respondents gave no opinion, 6% did not agree and 15% of 

journalist denied the statement altogether. Similarly, the research results shows that 53% 

journalist agreed that proximity as a news value influence on journalist to publish local 

news instead of national or international news and 22% strongly agree while 16% gave 

no opinion, 7% did not agree and 2% denied the statement altogether.  

The statistical test analysis is given below; 

 

1       75   100   0.750000 

 

2       74   100   0.740000 

 

 

Difference = p (1) - p (2) 

Estimate for difference:  0.01 

95% lower bound for difference:  -0.0913822 

Test for difference = 0 (vs > 0):  Z = 0.16   P-Value = 0.436 

 

Fisher's exact test: P-Value = 0.500 

 

 

 The statistical analysis conveniently shows that P-Value is greater than 0.05 that 

shows that the difference between the two is none significant. But the hypothesis is 

accepted because the frequency of proximity as expressed by research participants, was 

greater than the frequency of deadline with a little difference which was statistically non 

significant. 
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 The second hypothesis predicted that significance of any news event would likely 

to be creating more impact as compared to timeliness on news making process. The data 

also supported this hypothesis that 70% of research respondents agreed that significance 

of any news event create pressure on journalist to play-up that issue or play-down the 

other story and 6% endorsed it while 3% gave no opinion, 19% did not agreed and 2% 

denied the statement totally. While, the data shows that 50% of research respondents 

agreed that timeliness affect the news stories and 23% strongly agree while 17% gave no 

opinion and 10% did not agree on the statement.  

The statistical analysis is as following; 

 

1       76   100   0.760000 

2       73   100   0.730000 

 

Difference = p (1) - p (2) 

Estimate for difference:  0.03 

95% lower bound for difference:  -0.0713289 

Test for difference = 0 (vs > 0):  Z = 0.49  P-Value = 0.313 

Fisher's exact test: P-Value = 0.373 

 

 The statistical analysis reveals that P-Value is greater than 0.05 that shows that the 

difference between the two is none significant. But the hypothesis is accepted.  

 

 The third hypothesis states that gate keeping would likely to be creating more 

impact on a news story as compared to human interest. The research data describes that 

29% of research respondents agreed that editors influence on news stories as gatekeepers 

and 60% strongly agree while 5% gave no opinion, 6% did not agree to the statement. 

Similarly, that data present a clear picture that 36% agreed that human-interest influence 

on journalist during news making process and 13% fully supported the statement while 

4% gave no opinion, 30% did not agree and 17% rejected the statement. The statistical 

analysis given below; 

 

1       89   100   0.890000 

2       49   100      0.490000 

 

Difference = p (1) - p (2) 

Estimate for difference:  0.4 

95% lower bound for difference:  0.302995 

Test for difference = 0 (vs > 0):  Z = 6.78  P-Value = 0.000 

Fisher's exact test: P-Value = 0.000 

 

 The statistical analysis gives a clear picture that P-Value is greater than 0.05 that 

shows that the difference between the two is significant. So, the hypothesis is accepted.  

 

 The Fourth hypothesis illustrates that Dependence of media organization would 

likely to create more impact on a news story as compared reliance on official sources. 

The statistical analyses of the data reveals that 58% agreed that reliance of news 

organization on other media outlets create impacts on news construction and 9% fully 

supported the statement while 15% gave no opinion, 15% did not agree and 3% rejected 

the statement. On the other hand, data shows that 43% journalist disagree that officials 
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source impact on news stories and 2% strongly disagree while 34% agreed with the 

statement, 8% strongly agree and 13% gave no remarks. The statistical analyses are as 

following; 

 

1       67   100   0.670000 

2       42   100   0.420000 

 

Difference = p (1) - p (2) 

Estimate for difference:  0.25 

95% lower bound for difference:  0.137872 

Test for difference = 0 (vs > 0):  Z = 3.67  P-Value = 0.000 

Fisher's exact test: P-Value = 0.000 

 

 The statistical analysis explains that P-Value is greater than 0.05 that shows that 

the difference between the two is significant. So, the hypothesis is accepted. 

 

 The Fifth hypothesis depict that Personal Interest of a journalist would likely to 

create more impact on a news story as compared to government. The statistical results 

shows that 55% journalist agreed that personal interest of a journalist influence on 

construction of news and 4% strongly agree while 8% gave no remarks, 27% did not 

agree and 6% denied the statement. While, the statistical analysis illustrate that 34% of 

journalist agreed that government agencies interfere in the process of news construction 

and 18% strongly agree while 13% respondents gave no opinion, 35% did not agree to 

the statement. The statistical result is given below; 

 

1       59   100   0.590000 

2       52   100   0.520000 

 

Difference = p (1) - p (2) 

Estimate for difference:  0.07 

95% lower bound for difference:  -0.0453159 

Test for difference = 0 (vs > 0):  Z = 1.00  P-Value = 0.159 

Fisher's exact test: P-Value = 0.197 

 

 The statistical analysis demonstrates that P-Value is greater than 0.05 that shows 

that the difference between the two is not so much significant but the hypothesis is 

approved. 

 

VIII. Suggestions for further research 
 The similar research study can be conducted on the journalists by investigating the 

public perception about the journalist in different communities in Pakistan. In this study 

due to time constraints and availability of a large number of journalists in the region, the 

sample strength was low by enlarging the sample size this research would be effective to 

generalize. Influence of media outside the organization can be analyzed by widening the 

research areas of influences on media production and news construction by external 

pressures. The electronic media journalists and production routines can be studied in 

further future research. The comparative analysis of journalists and news editors as 

gatekeepers can be investigated in future research.  

 



Muhammad Ashraf Khan, Kamran Haider 1165 

Reference 
Gans, H. J. (1979). Deciding what’s news: A study of CBS Evening News, NBC Nightly 

News,Newsweek, and Time. New York: Pantheon 

Gant, C., & Dimmick, J. (2000). Making local news: A holistic analysis of sources, 

selection 

Hanitzsch, T. , Berganza, R. , Cangoz, I. , Hamada, B. I., Hanusch, F. C., Moreira, S. , 

Mwesige, P. , Mellado, C. , Reich, Z. and Noor, D. V. (2009) "Modeling Perceived 

Influences on Journalism: Evidence From a Cross-National Survey of 

Journalists" Paper presented at the annual meeting of the International 

Communication Association, Marriott, Chicago, Retrieved on April, 2, 2013, from 

  http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p297882_index.html.  

Hermans, L. (2006) "Constructing Political News in Newspapers During Dutch Elections 

2002: An Exploration" Paper presented at the annual meeting of the International 

Communication Association, Dresden International Congress Centre, Dresden, 

Germany Retrieved on July, 12, 2013, from 

 http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p90382_index.html.  

Jiang, S. (2008) "Who Decides? Journalists, News Censors, Readers, and News 

Content" Paper presented at the annual meeting of the International 

Communication Association, TBA, Montreal, Quebec, Canada Retrieved on April, 

14, 2013, from   http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p231788_index.html.  

Kim, H.  (2012) "Journalistic Autonomy and News Media in War" Paper presented at the  

annual meeting of the International Communication Association, Sheraton 

Phoenix Downtown, Phoenix, Retrieved on May, 04, 2013, from   

from http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p554743_index.html.  

Palmer, J. (2000). Spinning into control : news values and source strategies. London ; 

public relations (pp. 224-239). New York: Longman. Quarterly, 27, pp. 383–390. 

Ramaprasad, J. (2006) "Journalists in East Africa: Reported Influences on News  

Reporting" Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

InternationalCommunication Association, Dresden International Congress Centre, 

Dresden, Germany Retrieved on June, 12, 2013, from 

 http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p92697_index.html.  

Reinemann, C. E.  (2004) "'Everyone in journalism steals from everyone else'. Routine  

reliance on other media in different stages of news production" Paper presented at 

the annual meeting of the International Communication Association, New Orleans 

Sheraton, Retrieved on April, 2, 2013, from 

 http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p112639_index.html.  

Shehata, A. M. , 2009-05-20 "Marking Journalistic Independence: Official Dominance 

and the Rule of Product Substitution in Swedish Press Coverage" Paper presented 

at the annual meeting of the International Communication Association, Marriott, 

Chicago, Retrieved 6 july,2013 from 

http://citation.allacademic.com/meta/p299220_index.html 

Shoemaker, P. J., & Reese, S. D. (1996). Mediating the message: Theories of influences 

on massmedia content (2nd ed.). White Plains, NY: Longman Publishers. 

http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p297882_index.html
http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p90382_index.html
http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p231788_index.html
http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p554743_index.html
http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p92697_index.html
http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p112639_index.html
http://citation.allacademic.com/meta/p299220_index.html


1166      Pakistan Journal of Social Sciences Vol. 35, No. 2 

Shoemaker, P., & Reese, S. (1996). Mediating the message: Theories of influences on 

mass Socialist Magazine, 48(3), 115. 

Tuchman, G. (1978). Making News - A Study in the Construction of Reality. London: 

CollierMacmillan. 

 


