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Abstract 
The purpose of this paper is to explore the image of Lahore in the 

British empirical literature such as travelogues, memoirs and 

observations along with the paintings, sketches and engraving before 

the British conquest of Punjab in 1849. Exploring the nature of British 

intellectual and political interest in Punjab, the paper brings to light 

the demographic, cultural and urban state Lahore at the time of decline 

of Mughal power at the end of eighteenth century and rise of Sikh 

power at the beginning of nineteenth century. Exploring the 

demographic structure, condition of the city, cultural activity and such 

other variables, the paper indicates a rise of Lahore again to a status 

of ‘imperial metropolis’ by the second quarter of nineteenth century 

and to a status of ‘coveted Lahore’ by the beginning of 1840’s. 

However, the decline of Lahore as Sikh Imperial centre remains out of 

the scope of this paper.  

 

Keywords:  Lahore Darbar; Pre-colonial Lahore; British in Lahore; Early Nineteenth 

Century Lahore; Pre-Colonial Punjab  

 

I. Introduction 
 The purpose of this paper is to explore the geo-cultural map of Lahore in the 

British Intellectual space during a period which marks a very distinguished status for the 

city as an Imperial metropolis under the Sikhs. The city had never been an independent 

indigenous imperial centre prior to this time and had a reputation of alternate Mughal 

centre, well known for its uniquely designed architectural monuments, especially 

Gardens, Mosques and Fort. Most of the professional, academic and intellectual studies 

of the city are focused on these aspects. Or, it is approached from a colonial perspective 

under the British after 1849. Chughtai’s work on the period is primarily written to make 

this period defame with an ideological-communal approach (Chugtai, 1964) and in 

contrast, F. S. Aijazuddin’s work brings to light some artistic contributions of European 

sources relevant to the culture and architecture of Lahore. (Aijazuddin, 1991) This paper 

is not focusing on the archaeological or architectural aspects of the city rather deals with 

the spatial-cultural aspect of the city. 

 

 In this context, paper is constructed on the theme that British had varied 

intellectual interests in the history, geography and demography of the city, with a shifting 

and changing focus during the period. The shifts were basically the part of natural 
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process of politically motivated accumulation of knowledge of the city for military and 

imperial purposes. For, using the British and European observational sources, official 

records and private papers, the study revolves around different approaches adopted by the 

British to understand the dynamic place of Lahore city in the world scenario.   Historical 

method of tracing evolution of concerns and views is adopted for that study. 

 

II. British Intellectual Concerns with Lahore at the end of 18
th

 Century 
 At the end of eighteenth century, the British had three types of basic intellectual 

concerns with the city of Lahore; Lahore as an Alternate Mughal Imperial Centre; Lahore 

as a Sikh Imperial Centre; Western antiquarian romantic concern with Lahore and 

European Colonial Interests. By the end of the eighteenth century all four concerns were 

basically indirect and dedicated to general curiosity of the British romance of oriental 

splendours and Mughal Magnificence.  

 

A. Lahore as an Alternate Mughal Imperial Centre 

 Lahore emerged in the British memory as an alternate seat of Imperial government 

of Great Mughals. In this memory, Lahore appeared as a rival to Delhi and Agra as an 

imperial centre. This historical concern with the city was the part of the British contact 

with the Mughal Empire, Imperial centre of Delhi and British attempts to understand the 

History of Muslims in the subcontinent. Lahore provided British with an evidence of 

Mughal splendour, Mughal taste of arts of living and Mughal practice of making things 

imperially significant. This image survived through the Mughal monuments established 

in the city, throughout the times of Great Mughals and the British kept remembering the 

city through the splendour that the city had during the Mughal period and through the 

Mughal architectural remains of the city such as Shalimar Garden, Lahore Fort, Royal 

Mosque and Mausoleums. Almost ever traveler and British envoy to Lahore or passing 

through Lahore during the period had mentioned about the impressions these monuments 

had left upon their mind. In this context, Lahore for the British was ‘the Lahore of Great 

Mughal’. (Burnes, A Geographical and Military Memoir on the Indus and Its Tributary 

Streams from Sea to Lahore, 1831). 

  

B. Western Antiquarian Romance of Lahore 

 The second type of concern was closely associated with a western Antiquarian and 

humanitarian Romanticism. The arrival of Sir William Jones and initiation theory of 

common origin of Indo-Arian races and languages began an era of exploration of the 

relations between the ancient Greeks as founders of modern Europe and the Indians.  

Exploring the rout of Alexander the Great’s invasion of India, Lahore was also assumed 

as seat of war between Alexander and Porus. 

 

C. Lahore as a Sikh Imperial Centre 

 By the end of eighteenth century, the British intellectual concern had become more 

political. The establishment of paramount British power up to Delhi and practical 

occupation of Delhi in 1803 along with the establishment of Sikh rule in Punjab linked 

the interests of the British closely tied up with the city as the centre of Sikh Empire. After 

the down fall of Tipu Sultan in 1799 in South India, it was a new challenge for the 

British. For the British Sikh Empire was a successor of the Mughals, Afghans and 

Persians. The view also developed a Lahore centric conclusion on the regional imperial 

politics. Lahore had been considered a part of the Persian and Afghan Empires after the 



Muhammad Shafique, Abdul Razzaq Shahid  273 

fall of the Great Mughals. Sutlej was considered the boundary between India and Persian 

Afghan territories and authority to rule Lahore at the end of 18
th

 century was won by the 

Afghans. This Lahore centric approach developed an Image of Sikhism that was closer to 

Muslims and Lahore appeared as an independent Imperial metropolis.  

 

D. European Colonial Interests 

 Still more important concern with the city emerged in the perspective of growing 

tension between the British and the French in India as a result of Napoleonic Wars and 

between British and Russians by the beginning of second quarter of nineteenth century as 

part of ‘Great Game’. Russia had initiated expansionist plans towards Central Asia and 

India and as stake-holders of Indian politics and trade, the British was very much anxious 

about these moves. The British tried to look into the region through sending different 

embassies to Lahore, Kabul and Persia. Lahore was also used as a route to Kabul. These 

processes continued until the end of the Sikh empire in 1849.  

 

III. Sources of Construction of Intellectual Space 
 In this perspective, the British intellectual space was constructed on empirico-

observational method through historical-comparative technique. The British officers on 

their way to the centre of power were generally advised to make surveys of the region 

which the missions were to pass and collect all sort of information of the regions of their 

rout.
1
 However, except during the very early nineteenth century, Rangit Singh restricted 

the interaction of the travellers and British officers with the city. (Aijazuddin, 1991) Yet 

the British travelogues and official records and private papers have preserved some basic 

information about the city. A few among such travellers made drawing sketches, portraits 

and landscapes   paintings which reflect not only the city but also the culture of the city. 

Some of such drawings and paintings are published in different catalogues and a 

collection of such is made public by F.S. Aijazuddin. However, Indian Office Record and 

Library contains a large numbers of engravings, paintings and sketches drawn during the 

period under review.  The image of Lahore was usually applied to all the Sikh dominion.  

 

A. British Portrayal of Lahore City 

 During the pre-colonial times, the British had looked upon Lahore as a very 

fragmented space, divided into different institutional, public, professional and communal 

categories. In the most of the British travelogues, observations, memoirs, reports and 

correspondence, Lahore is portrayed into five major parts: 

 

Lahore City: the walled city of the Lahore, having residential and business area or 

market places.  

The Agricultural Suburbs: The neighborhood and adjacent lands providing lively hood 

to the city.   

Lahore Fort and Lahore Darbar: the proper seat of governments and physical place of 

“Lahore Darbar’ occupies a central position in British perception as a place of function 

not only of the government but also as Imperial Palace and Harem of the Maharaja.  

Lahore Contingent: third part was the ‘Lahore contingent’ mostly depicted as military 

cantonment of the Mughals and Sikhs or army camp though not a permanent settlement. 

                                                           
1 See for details Letter to Mountstuart  Elphinstone from Governor General Office, date 17 August 1808. IOR/ 
Home/Misc/675 
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Shalimar Garden: The fourth part was Shalimar Garden as a recreational and rest place 

of the emperors.  

 

 Among them three places, Lahore Darbar, Lahore Contingent and Shalimar 

Garden were particularly imperial places, either political or military and sometimes 

functioning in both ways. And in that sense it was depicted as a splendid imperial city, as 

a successor city of Mughals, Persians and Afghans. However, the depiction of Lahore 

city and neighborhood reflects somewhat different from that of an imperial centre.  

 

B. Pre-Colonial British Portrayal of Lahore  

Demographic Depiction of Lahore 

 The contemporary records, reports, travelogues and portraits depict a very colorful 

picture of Lahore city which represent it as a multi-ethnic, multi-national and multi-

cultural metropolis. John Malcolm wrote in 1805: 

 

  ...we meet with a creed of pure deism, grounded on the most sublime general 

truths, blended with the belief of all the absurdities of the Hindu mythology and the 

fables of Muhammadanism; for Nanak professed a desire to reform, not to destroy the 

religion of tribe in which he was born…. (Malcolm, 1805, p.144) 

 

 In this context, Malcolm pointed out a cultural continuity and assimilation, 

especially in the treatment of women. Almost same sort of picture is presented by 

Mountstuart Elphinstone’s depiction of demographic structure of Lahore in 1808 is 

somewhat important. Distinguishing between the Hindus, Sikhs and Jats, he writes: 

…the most numerous class were Juts, and next to them the Hindus: the Sikhs , though the 

masters of the region were few in number, we often made a whole march without seeing 

one; and they nowhere bore any proportion to the rest of the population... (Cunningham, 

118). 

 

 What is important in this statement is the representation of Jats as a supra-

communal group, distinct from the Hindus and the Sikh. His portrait of Sikhs is as: ‘...we 

found the Sikhs unmannerly and sullen, probably from political causes, for they are 

naturally a merry people, careless, childish and easily amused, fond of hunting, and given 

up to drinking and debauchery.’ (Ibid). 

 

 In May 1819, William Moorcroft visited Lahore. At that time the population of 

city was consist of three major groups: Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs. The population of 

Muslims in the city was greater in number than all others.
2
 However, other source 

indicates the presence of other ethnic groups such as French and Abyssinians. The 

military accounts show a strong representation of the French in the army at official level. 

On the other hand, Moorcroft point out that Sikh Army was consisting of three factions: 

Sikhs mostly leading the troops, Gorkhas and Hindustani. Hindustani was of mix 

appearance.
3
 In the same way Anon’s paintings show the presence of Abyssinians in the 

palace as slaves as well as servant. (Anon).  

                                                           
2 William Moorcroft, Travels in the Himalayan provinces of Hindustan and the Punjab in Ladakh and Kashmir; 

in Peshawr, Kabul, Kunduz and Bokhara from 1819 to 1825’ prepared for the press by Horace Hayman Wilson, 

originally printed in 1837, reprint (New Delhi: Sagar Publications, 1974), p. 106 
3 Moorcroft, pp. 100 
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 Lieutenant Greenwood’s observations during the British campaign in Afghanistan 

of 1841, throw light on nature of population. Although the Sikhs government perfectly 

cooperated with the British in the War against Afghanistan in 1841, but he confesses that 

the common masses were hostile to the British. Believing Punjab as a most fertile country 

producing abundant crops of corn, he observed that the inhabitants were well off. ‘None 

of that squalid misery was to be seen here which was so often witnessed among the native 

population in the company’s dominion’. He point out that the conditions of the common 

masses were better than even the people living under the company’s dominion. ‘The 

common women employed in laborious work of herding cattle were bungled and used to 

wear other jewels of pure gold and of great weight. In the company’s territory, the same 

class could decorate themselves with ornaments of pewter or brass.’ Therefore, he 

recommended the British authority to conquer Punjab as it had ‘a great deal of money’ 

and a campaign in Punjab could be a much more profitable concern than wasting so much 

blood and treasure in the conquest of barren rocks and mountains of Afghanistan. 

(Greenwood, 1844, pp.132139) 

 

IV. Artistic-Cultural Representation of Lahore 
 By the mid of the nineteenth century western artist spies also began to visit Lahore 

either in official-personal capacity or as spy. They have contributed potentially to the 

reflection of Lahore during pre-British period. There depictions indicate a cultural and 

artistic revival in Lahore city.  

 

 Moorcroft’s depiction of Shalimar Garden in 1819 indicates a cultural continuity 

of Muslim period. The Garden had a square marble chamber with lamps and walls were, 

painted with flowers in Muslim style. He point out the presence of some Sculptures’ 

fragments and mosaics’ places on the walkways of the Garden which he believe were  

taken from some splendid baths built by the Muslims. (Morecraft, originally published 

1837, reprint 1974) Fenny Edin’s Engraving by R.J. Hamerton in Osborn’s  Sketch of 

Shalimar Garden in 20 Dec.1838 available at the British Library, London, also highlight 

almost same culture. Almost same sort of impression of splendid buildings and gardens is 

depicted by a German traveler Leopold von Orlich who visited Lahore in 1842-3. He 

highlights the presence of French style in the buildings of Lahore. However, his 

information of the presence of Kashmiri Singer girls and Darwesh dance of Kashmir as a 

dominant cultural influence was somewhat novel presentation. (Orlich, 1843, p.211-218) 

Charles Stewart Hardinge’s engravings of 1847 highlight a continuity of Oriental 

tradition of Mughals, Afghans and Persians and war costumes during Sikh period. The 

Sikhs shared this cultural legacy with the Pakhtun and Baloch elites also, if not with the 

common masses. The sorts of dresses used at that time were common from Muslim and 

Hindu elites of Calcutta to the Sikh’s of Punjab. The Sufi’s and Faqeer shared the same 

sort of presentation of Kase and other appearances. Hardigne’s engraving of Dalip 

Singh’s entry into Lahore from the Parade Ground, reflects a few ecological 

presentations, indicating river running nearby the fort, but not in front of the fort and 

mosque. However, by the mid nineteenth century Maharaja Dalip Singh and some of the 

courtiers had begun to use British costume especially pyjama in check. In the same way 

the dress showed in the engraving of Ghulab Singh resembles even today’s traditional 

Pirs of rural Punjab. A typical sketch of three persons representing three different 

religions, Sheikh Imamuddin, Rungur Singh and Dewan Dina Nath, reflect a perfect type 

of cultural unity  at Lahore Darbar.  Dina Nath appears to be more like a Muslim Sufi or 
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Muslim courtier and Sheikh Imamuddin seems more like a Sikh. In the same way the 

sketch shows that Imamuddin had a lead or higher status than Dina Nath and Runjur 

Singh as his Dastar shows. (Hardinge, 1847).  

 

 In the Anon’s ‘Portraits of the People of Punjab’, elites, worriers or common 

peasants reflect a view of cultural life of the city. Most of these portraits are painted in 

water colors and mostly depict Sikhs life but still it has paintings of other people such as 

Boatman, warriors, women, children, Faqeers, etc. Women appear to be wearing colorful 

Ghaghra, short Kames and Dopatta, without distinction of cast or tribe or religion. The 

same types of costume but with fewer colors appear to be used by priests. However, the 

Jat peasants are depicted in a simple dress of two cloth sheets, tied around the body and 

around the waist. (Anon) In the same way, as worriers were supposed to have tools of 

fighting with them, common people were supposed to have a ‘lath’ (wooden stick) with 

them. Another painting of  H.U. Oldfield drawn in 1849 depicts that every man and even 

children have a ‘lathi’ in their hands. (Oldfield H. U., 1849)  However, a painting of 

Royal Procession outside the fort, on the river bank depicts some soldiers wearing tight 

pyjamas same like that of European soldiers. Oldfield’s paintings also reflect an 

archaeological and urban ecology, with a few glimpses of the cultural life. In contrast, 

Anon’s portraits represent a more cultural side of the city than architectural or 

archaeological. 

 

V. The City  
 The contemporary British travelogues, memoirs, sketches and records provide a 

detailed picture of pre-colonial Lahore city under the Sikhs. This record depicts a picture 

representing the amelioration of the social, political and cultural aspects.  

 

 The picture of Lahore at the end of the 18
th

 century was not worth praise. The 

impact of the decline of the Mughal Empire and the feudal warfare was visible and 

evident. The rise of Sikh power and resultant series of destruction was a phenomenon that 

has left the people in a low state of living. John Malcolm visited the region of Lahore in 

1805, while pursing the Maratha chiefs. It was the time when Ranjit Singh had just 

completed the subjugation of Punjab and Multan was still an independent state tributary 

to the Afghans.  He provides a picture that was not aluminous in terms of trade and 

commerce and economy. He points out that in 1805, the Sikhs had imposed heavy taxes 

on the trade, commerce and agriculture therefore people of the region were not in good 

economic conditions and were not prosperous. (Malcolm, 1805) Mountstuart Elphinstone 

who travelled to Kabul in 1808 as an ambassador came across the territories of Lahore, 

on his way from Kabul to Delhi. He almost confirms what Malcolm had observed, 

especially in economic terms. However, his image of Punjab reflecting also Lahore 

indicates a poor state of affairs. He wrote in his travelogue: 

 

 The fertility of the Punjab appears to have been too much extolled by our 

geographers: except near river, no part of it will bear a comparison with the British 

Provinces in Hindustan, and still less with Bengal, which it has been thought to resemble. 

(Elphinstone, 1815, p.102) 

 

 However, Elphinstone observed that Lahore was hastening fast to ruin. However 

the ‘marble dooms and minarets of the mosques, the lofty walls of the fort, the massy 
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terraces of the Garden of Shalimar, the splendid mausoleum of the emperor Jahangir, and 

the   numberless inferior tombs and places of worship that surround the town’ still had 

render it an object of curiosity and admiration. (Elphinstone, 1815, p.109-110). 

  

 The picture of a devastated Lahore seems to be dominating until the mid 1820s. In 

May 1819 William Moorcraft visited Lahore. His travelogue gives a very detailed picture 

of Lahore city. As per his observations Lahore that was once ‘twelve Kos in 

circumference’, on the bank of Ravi River,  had shrink to within walled city ‘ surrounded 

by a brick wall [of] 30 feet high which extends[ed] about seven miles.’ Even the 

condition of Fort was not admirable and ‘fort’s wall was not good [and had] lope 

holes…’.   He observes: 

 

 It is clear from the ruins of the buildings beyond the wall that it was once more 

extensive than it is at present. Within the wall it is still very populous. The streets were 

crowded to an extent beyond anything I have ever witnessed in an Indian city. Houses 

were in general made of bricks and five stories high Bazars follow the direction of the 

city wall. The streets were narrow, further aggravated by platforms in front of shops. 

Through the centre of the remaining contracted space runs a deep and dirty drain.  

(Morecraft, originally published 1837, reprint 1974). 

 

 Charles Masson travelled in the region of Punjab between 1826 and 1830, just 

before the time of Cunningham. Masson points out the presence of ruins of old city, 

outside the walled city of Lahore. However, it seems that Lahore had begun to revive its 

splendours by this time. He writes that: 

 

  ...Lahore… a city of undoubted antiquity, and has been long celebrated for its 

extent and magnificence. … To it also must be referred the proverb which asserts that 

‘Isfahan and Sheraz united would not equal the half of Lahore....‘The present city is, 

nevertheless, very extensive, and comprises many elegant and important buildings…. 

(Masson, 1842, Vol.I, reprint 1977, p.408). 

 

 However the condition of the city was same. Masson draws a picture: ‘...the streets 

are very narrow, as are the bazaars, which are numerous, and distinguished by the names 

of occupations carried on in them; as the Goldsmiths’, Ironsmiths’, the Saddlers’ bazaar. 

There are some exceedingly lofty and bulky mansions, well built of kiln-burnt bricks. 

They have no exterior decoration, exposing an enormous extent of dead walls; which 

however, convey an idea of the large enclosed… the son of Ranjit Singh have each of 

them a large palace within the city …(Masson, 1842, reprint 1977, p.411). 

 

 Masson points out some visible structural changes in the location and direction of 

Lahore. Now it was not exactly on the bank of Ravi, rather was ‘seated within a mile of 

river Ravi’ and ‘not dependant on water of Ravi’. The 30 feet high of Moorcraft’s Lahore 

of 1819 appears to be 25 feet high in 1924, but surrounded by a trench and improved 

fortification. The rubbish and ruins for which has become notorious was had been 

removed. The city had been exposed to the Sikh power with a symbolic placement of 

‘Bhangi Canon’ at Lohari Gate and two tigers at the Mochi Gate. (Masson, 1842, reprint 

1977, p. 411). 
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 To meet the needs of the city, a system of supportive agricultural livlyhood had 

been restored by the time of visit of Charles Masson. All sorts of fruit trees could be 

found nearby the city including Apples and Peaches. These fruit orchards were open to 

the public and individuals were allowed to enter in preserving the respect of the fruits and 

flowers. A large proportion of the lands near the city had been devoted to the culture of 

vegetable for the consumption of the inhabitants. In the walled city ‘contiguous [to 

Masjid Vazir Khan was a small bazaar, the rent of which was reserved to the repairs of 

the mosque and to support the necessitous public.  (Masson, 1842, reprint 1977, p.409)  

That is what formed the foundation of Cunningham assessment of the Sikhs rule. Lahore 

has revived its reputation of Imperial centre by the end of 1830s and in 1840s 

Cunningham called it ‘coveted Lahore’. Although Cunningham believed that Lahore was 

under the incapable Bhangi Chiefs, however, his belief does not match with what he has 

expressed as “Coveted Lahore”. He confesses that the city culture was very peaceful and 

calm and congenial to the multi-ethnic and multi-cultural environment. (Cunningham, 

1849, p.118) Almost same picture of a glorious and prosperous is drawn by William Bar 

who visited the Lahore in 1841.He writes; 

   

 ...[the houses] are for the most part , ornamented with wooden balconies, richly 

carved and with semicircular dooms over the windows to shield them from the Son. 

Crowds of persons, showily dressed in silks of every color, thronged the place, and with 

difficulty got out of our way; and had we met a vehicle of any description, I know not 

how we should have passed...  (Bar, 1941, p. 94-95). 

 

 Hardigne’s engraving of Dalip Singh’s entry into Lahore from the Parade Ground 

in 1847 reflects a few ecological elements around the Lahore city, indicating the position 

of the river running nearby the fort, but not in front of the fort and mosque. (Hardinge, 

1847)  

 

VI. Twin Cities of Lahore and Amritsar 
 During the first half of nineteenth century Punjab was simply considered to be 

consisting of two major cities, Lahore and Amritsar, not far away from each other. There 

was a continuous debate on and struggle for the dominance between the elites 

representing two cities. Amritsar was the religious centre of the Sikh community and 

religious elite and Lahore was the political centre of Imperial elites. During the early 

phase of Sikh power as Malcolm pointed out in 1805, the affairs were so complex that it 

was ‘difficult to separate’ the religious and political affairs. (Malcolm, 1805, p.4) 

Amritsar was the ‘proper city of whole Sikh population’ and religious authority of 

Amritsar was dominating the political centre of Lahore.  (Malcolm, 1805, p. 108-114) 

Same sort of evidence one can find through Mountstuart Elphinstone who travelled 

through the region after 1808. He observed that Amritsar ‘alone’, the sacred city of Sikhs, 

and lately the seat of their national council were flourishing and on the contrary, Lahore 

was hastening fast to ruin. (Elphinstone, 1815, p.109) Although possessing a certain 

degree of trade and traffic with its populous vicinity, Lahore had become a dull city in a 

commercial sense. Amritsar has become the great mart of the Punjab, and the bankers and 

the capitalists of the country had taken up their abode there. It has also absorbed, in great 

measures, the manufacturers, and its prosperity had allured to it a vast number of the 

starving artisans of Kashmir. (Elphinstone, 1815, p. 416). 
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 However, assumption of full royal protocol by Ranjit Singh in 1830s, and rising 

interference of religious elite in the imperial affairs, state affairs, royal observances and 

practices  and functions of religious festivals were shifted from Amritsar to Lahore. The 

artisans, artists and elites from all over the Sikh empire began to settle in Lahore and 

Lahore became a ‘metropolis’ as well as ‘coveted’.  (Cunningham, 1849, p. 118).  

 

VII. Conclusion  
 The British travellers, diplomats, spies and tourists observed the city of Lahore 

with varied interests and multiple angels. The memoirs, travelogues and observations 

provide a lot of information on political, social, cultural and economic aspects of life in 

Lahore. This information reflects a changing status of Lahore city from a ruined later 

Mughal period city and an Amritsar dominated political centre to a ‘coveted’ metropolis. 

Although at the beginning of nineteenth century, a social, political, cultural and 

intellectual decline was observed and the city has lost its ability to sustain it grandeur, yet 

by the mid twenties of nineteenth century, Lahore began to recover its status for which it 

was famous during the Mughal period. It became a centre of Arts, literature, Artisans, 

singers, dancers. It also recovered its status of political metropolis. The British continued 

to sustain and promote this status of the Lahore. Simultaneously, it became a centre of 

cultural homogenization, absorbing and harmonizing the different South Asian and 

Imperial cultural entities of Sikh Empire including Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims. There 

emerged a sort of cultural unity, linguistic varsity and communal harmony that developed 

Lahore as a homogenized imperial-centre, linked to Mughal past and British future. 

However, Sikh administration and was instrumental in developing future British images 

of Punjab.  
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