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Abstract 
Throughout Pakistan’s history Jamaat-i-Islami (JI) has played a very 

powerful role during various phases of politics in Pakistan. It is only 

political party in Pakistan which has an internal democratic structure. 

Its leaders are elected by the political workers of JI. Though being a 

model democratic party JI could not come to power under the dynamic 

leadership of Qazi Hussain Ahmad yet it went through various changes 

and also tried to bring a change in the political system of Pakistan 

during four democratic regimes of Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif 

from 1988 to 1999. The paper analyses the steps of Qazi Hussain 

Ahmad towards changes in the tactics and political ideology of JI as 

itsameer. Moreover it unearths his efforts of change in power structure 

of Pakistani politics. It also looks into the circumstances which made 

Qazi-led JI take various political decisions. 

 

I. Introduction 
 The head of JI is called ameer who is elected by its members. After partition JI’s 

Pakistani wing was led by Abu-ul-Ala Modudi (1941-72), the first ameer. He was 

succeeded by MianTufail Muhammad (1972-87), Qazi Hussain Ahmad (1987-2008) and 

Syed Munawar Hasan (2008).In 1987, Qazi was elected as the third ameer of JIand under 

him the political landscape of JI was transformed a great deal. Qaziwas a versatile genius. 

His entry into JI infused a new spirit in it. Qazi re-structured, re-constructed and 

revitalized the Jamaat on modern lines.  

 

 Qazi Hussain joined Islami Jamiat-i-Talaba (IJT), students’ wing of Jamaat-i-

Islami, when he studied at school level. In 1970 he got the membership of Jamaat-i-

Islami. Soon after his joining the party he was elected as the president of its branch in 

Peshawar. Then he was elevated as the provincial secretary and ameer of the party in 

Khyber Pakhtoonkhwah. In 1978 he got the responsibility as central secretary general 

of Jamaat. In 1987, he was elected as the ameer of the JI. He was re- elected for this post 

in 1992, 1994, and 2003. In 2008, he denied to continue in this position. 

 

 While observing the contribution of Qazi Hussain Ahmad in the politics of the JI, 

one point must consider that JI is not one man show. Its functions are guided by a 
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constitution that envisages forming a shura which is policy maker of the JI.
i
Qazi did not 

move forward alone and also did not run the affairs of party dictatorially. What he 

contributed was giving a new direction to the shura that accepted his stance. He then 

moved forward along with the party to new horizons.  

 

 Qazi Hussain Ahmad assumed the leadership of the JI on November 6, 1987. In 

his first address, he praised MianTufail Muhammad, his predecessor in the party. 

Likewise he stated that on the one hand, he was feeling nervous to take this responsibility 

but on the other he was contented that with the help of Allah and with cooperation of 

sincere fellows in Jamaat like MianTufail Muhammad, Ch. Rehamt Ali, Professor 

Ghafoor Ahmad, and Maulana Jan MuhmamadAbbasi he could discharge the 

responsibility. In his first speech, he expressed sorrow over the national situation and 

showed discontent over the dismal efforts of government for implementation of Islamic 

law in the country. He condemned the economic policies of the Government and stated 

that Pakistan was facing different problems. He said that there was need of a mass party 

and suitable leadership in order to cope with the situation and JI was to become that 

desired party under his leadership.
ii
 

 

II. Carwan-e-Dawat-o- Mohabat 
 JI was not considered a party of masses before 1987.

iii
In politics Qazi 

Hussain Ahmad adopted public style and desired the company of masses for development 

of JI. Qazi felt that the base of JI should be broadened and the membership of party 

should be increased. After consultations with the party leadership he gave the status of 

membership of party to the people who were called ‘mutafiqeen’ (agreed). It was a 

fundamental change for the criteria of membership of the JI.
iv
 

 

 Different quarters within and outside JI criticized Qazi Hussain Ahmad for many 

of his policies. Senior leaders of JI like MianTufail Muhammad objected his policies. On 

the question of his effort for broadening JI’s sphere, MianTufail viewed that JI was not 

such a party which might become a public political party like as PML and PPP were. He 

considered that the Jamaat could not induct in it the morally corrupt people because it had 

to follow a moral standard.
v
He, therefore, thought that the Jamaat should make efforts to 

get public support through moral character so that people may have confidence over 

Jamaat’s trustworthy leadership. In contrast to the views of his predecessor Qazi adopted 

public style.  

 

 In order to have close contact of JI with the masses through public rallies and 

demonstrations Qazi, soon after assumption of the leadership of JI, directed to arrange the 

March of Love and Cooperation with the target of restoring peace and engendering love 

and cooperation in the society. The march started from Peshawar’s Mohabbat Khan 

Mosque on 18
th

 March 1988. It passed from various cities and reached 

Lahore from where it returned towards Peshawar and ended on 17th April. It helped 

introduce the JI in the common people. Qazi manifested the JI’s organizational muscle in 

all the provinces of Pakistan through this march. 

 

III. Qazi’s Stance on Shariah Bill in 1988 and 1991  
 After the removal of Junejo government on May 29, 1988 President Gen. Zia-ul-

Haq became politically alienated.
vi
 In order to win public support and in an effort to show 
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his commitment for implementing shariah he managed to enforce his own Shariah Bill on 

15th June 1988. The Jamaat opposed the Bill. Its stance was that the Bill did not envisage 

sharia has the supreme law. It just called shariah as source of law. Jamaat was of the view 

that the Bill did not state the Government accountable for its functioning. Thus the JI 

turned into opposition of Gen. Zia. This was continuity of Qazi’s personal stance within 

JI against party’s support of referendum.
vii

Qazialso turned JI’s decades old policy of 

opposition to PPP and as a whelming sign vehemently appreciated Z. A. Bhutto’s 

contribution to foreign policy of Pakistan. 
viii

 

 

 Qazi might develop relations with PPP but it abolished the shariah bill when it 

came to power after Zia’s death. PPP’s successor IJI Government, which was allied with 

the JI also, adopted Fabien policy to enforce shariah in the country. Government 

accepted the Shariah Billin November 1991 due to pressure of religious circles. The Bill 

recognized the sharia as supreme law of the state. Even then JI was not satisfied with the 

Bill. It was of the view that sharia, according to the bill, could not cover the political, 

economic and family matters. Despite JI’s critical view about the shariah, the legislators 

of the JI voted for the Bill due to assurance from the Government that it would introduce 

an amendment in the Bill which would mention Islam the official religion of Pakistan and 

according to which shariahwould be the supreme law. However after the passing of the 

Shariah Bill, it was not amended. 

 

IV. Politics of Islami Jamhuri Ittihad (IJI) and Qazi Hussain Ahmad  
 In the post Zia period, the military elite let the public rule return. The top brass 

under General Aslam Baig, the new army chief, decided to affect the politics of country 

with remote control. The parliamentary elections arranged by President Ghulam Ishaq 

Khan on November 16, 1988, were supported by army 
ix

but army was not ready to leave 

the affairs of the country for the politicians or Benazir Bhutto, the chairperson of Pakistan 

Peoples’ Party. It appeared that Benazir Bhutto would win the election with heavy 

mandate. In order to stop smooth sailing of PPP, an anti PPP coalition was managed by 

the Inter-Service Intelligence (ISI).
x
 

 

 Qazi Hussain Ahmad wanted to demonstrate that he was leader of common man. 

For this purpose he wanted to make coalition with PPP and refused to join IJI. He was 

of the view that interests of his party, which would be alternative to the PPP, should be to 

serve democracy in country. The ISI head told him that membership in the IJI was 

mandatory; otherwise, Jamaat’s role in Afghanistan and jihad in future would be in 

danger.
xi

 

 

 When the opposition of PPP became an essential for JI, Qazi Hussain Ahmad 

shifted his early admiration for Bhutto and stated in the session of the Central Majlis-i-

Shura of the JI, held from 10th to 13th June, 1988, “PPP is a secular party and Benazir is 

a western type of girl. Therefore, it does not even arise a single question that we should 

unite with the PPP, and we cannot think even to run any movement under Benazir’s 

supervision or her leadership.”
xii

 

 

 Now the leaders of IJI including Malik Qasim, Sher Baz Mezari and Nawaz Sharif 

visited Mansora and talked to Qazi Hussain. Thus Jamaat’s old ideological rivalry with 

the PPP, JI’s old connections with General Zia and Jamaat’s desire to continue its 
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important role in Afghanistan under the patronage of army made JI decide to join Islami 

Jamhuri Itihad (Islamic Democratic Front) IJI. Prof. Ghafoor, JI’s nominee was elected as 

the Alliance’s Secretary General.
xiii

Ultimately JI contested November 1988 elections 

from the platform of IJI. Due to the formation of the IJI, the PPP could not get clear 

majority. It bagged 93 of 205 seats. The IJI got 54 seats and emerged as second largest 

political party. Within IJI the Jamaat got 8 of 26 contested seats. 

 

V. Opposition to Benazir Government (First Term) 
 During the 20 months’ period of Benazir Bhutto as Prime Minister from December 

1988 to July 1990 Qazi Hussain Ahmad and his Jammat opposed Benazir Bhutto
xiv

and 

launched a movement against her considering her ignorant about basic knowledge about 

Islamic values. Jamaat launched a large scale propaganda campaign against 

Benazir. The Jamaat’s behavior softened only when it found that PML-N was negotiating 

with the MQM, the rival party of Jamaat, in order to destabilize Benazir’s Government. 

 

VI. Elections of 1990 and Qazi 
 Jamaat contested elections 1990 from the platform of IJI. The Jamaat expected 

victory at polls and desired to contest from the platform of IJI on 26 seats. However, the 

IJI leadership, doubtful about JI’s electoral performance, allowed JI to contest over 18 

seats. In the elections PPP could bag only 44 seats and IJI rose as majority party with 

106. The Jamaat again got eight seats out of eighteen contested seats.
xv

 

 

 IJI’s biggest component PML-N’s head Nawaz Sharif assumed the premiership on 

November 6, 1990. Jamaat was ignored in whole government-making process.
xvi

 

According to Khurram Jah Murad, no key leader of IJI invited JI to join government and 

it was altogether ignored while the party desired to take important Finance and foreign 

ministries.  Another cause of dissatisfaction of Jamaat with the government of its ally was 

the developing relations of the government with MQM that was top political opponent of 

JI. Moreover Nawaz Sharif denied being fundamentalist and Jamaat became more angry 

with such secular posture of Nawaz Sharif. This led to more strained relations with PML-

N. 

 

 The Nawaz Government’s stance on the promulgation of shariat bill was not 

completely in line with Jamaat’s stance. Nawaz government got the bill passed but 

Jamaat considered it was not significant practically as there was only a promise to make a 

commissions regarding social, economic, administrative and educational 

institutions.
xvii

Notwithstanding Jamaat’s opposition to the Sahria Bill, its legislators in 

National Assembly as well as Senate voted for it. The support of Jamaat’s legislators to 

the Bill raised a controversy within Jamaat as MianTufail Muhammad criticized those 

legislators on the ground that they also acted in defiance of Allah Almighty and that they 

also transgressed Sharia. The justification expressed by Qazi-led legislators was that they 

supported the Bill because government had assured them that it would amend second 

provision of the constitution that would envisage Islam as religion of state and sharia as 

supreme law of the state. This justification did not prove practical because the 

government did not act according to this.
xviii
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VII. The Persian Gulf War 1991 and Qazi 
 When Persian Gulf War beganin 1991, the conflict within Jamaat was quite 

prominent. The statements of MianTufail, Qazi Asad Gillani and Senator Professor 

Khurshid, leaders of Jamaat issued on the occasion were opposed to one another. The 

stance of Majlis-Shura of Jamaat and that of Qazi Hussain Ahmad also appeared different 

to each other. Shura opposed Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. It called it a barbarian activity of 

Saddam Hussain and condemning it demanded Iraq to vacate Kuwait following Saudi 

Arabia’s demand. In the consecutive meetings of Shura, Jamaat’s legislators too 

supported Pakistan’s sending its troops against Iraq. Historically the JI had always 

supported the Raabta Alam-e-Islami and Saudi Arabia but due to stance of Qazi it 

appeared 1as if party was supporting secular minded Sadam Hussain. Qazi Hussain, in 

contrary to the policy of government of Pakistan and JI’s Shura, praised the actions of 

Iraqi government and called the conflict as “war between the Muslims and the Jews”. On 

Qazi’s directions the JI compelled government to expel U.S ambassador in protest against 

genocide of Iraqi Muslims by America-led troops in Iraq.
xix

 On Qazi’s orders the JI 

organized fifty seven Jihad rallies and two dozen “Coffin clad” rallies to emphasize that 

its workers were ready for martyrdom in the Jihad against the anti Islamic forces of the 

west. Jamiat-i-Tulba, the students’ wing of the JI, organized 338 rallies and public 

meetings throughout the various cities and towns of Pakistan.
xx

 

 

 The Government as well as MianTufail Muhammad criticized these policies of 

Qazi Hussain Ahmad. Nawaz Government alleged that these policies exploited the 

situation to destabilize Government. Mian Tufail, in his interviews, published in JI’s 

magazines, viewed that Qazi in compliance with General Baig wanted that Pakistan may 

work for Iraqi interests.
xxi

When MianTufail found that his views were not attended by the 

leadership he resigned from Jamaat’s shura in protest.
xxii

 

 

 Likewise the relations between Jamaat and IJI too reached at breaking point. The 

issue of controversy was the formation of Afghanistan’s government after the fall of 

Najibullah Government. JI desired that a coalition government of two groups of Afghan 

Mujahideen, Jamiat-i-Islami and Hizb-e-Islami be formed. Nawaz Sharif dropped the 

idea of Qazi that there would be chaos in case Gulbadin of Hizb-e-Islami and Rabbani of 

Jamiat-i-Islami were ignored in the formation of government. Nawaz government, in 

contrary to the views of Qazi Hussain Ahmad, recognized the government of Mujaddadi. 

These developments in Afghanistan made Jamaat break with IJI on 5
th

 May 1992.
xxiii

 

 

VIII. Pakistan Islamic Front (PIF) and the Elections of 1993  
 President Ghulam Ishaq Khan dismissed Prime Miniser Nawaz Sharif and 

dissolved the parliament on 18
th

 April 1993 on the accusation of mismanagement and 

corruption. Supreme Court did not validate the act of president and called it 

unconstitutional. Ultimately military chief had to broker a deal between Nawaz Sharif 

and Ghulam Ishaq Khan to end the conflict between them. The conflict, however, led to 

the mid-term elections in October 1993.
xxiv

 

 

 In the election no major political alliance came into existence unlike former 

elections. There was direct contest between two main leaders – Benazir Bhutto and 

Nawaz Sharif. During this time Qazi Hussain Ahamd became convinced that both major 

leaders were not credible because of alleged corruption and mismanagement. Qazi, now, 
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challenged both of these political forces and claimed that JI was third and alternative 

choice for the election. Therefore Qazi left his plans of making electoral alliance with 

either PML-N or PPP and led to form Pakistan Islamic Front (PIF) as an electoral arm of 

JI.
xxv

 

 

 In order to win public support in elections where JI was contesting as a single 

party, Qazi Hussain made a fundamental change in the organization of JI. He relaxed 

criteria for membership of JI that formerly could accommodate only those who 

performed their religious rites, refrained from every kind of sins and were ready to serve 

Islam.
xxvi

MianTufail criticized that act of relaxation in the membership. When Qazi failed 

to relax the membership criteria of JI an idea to form Pakistan Islamic Front, a parallel 

body, was floated. In beginning shura did not approve it but later it was 

approved.
xxvii

Now MianTufail criticized that Qazi Hussain Ahmad ruined Jamaat’s 

structure. He was critical to PIF on the grounds that its way of getting popularity was not 

different from that of PML-N and PPP.
xxviii

 

 

 Qazi, however, justified the formation of PIF calling it necessary revolutionary 

change according to the need of time. He said that Maulana Maudoodi also changed JI’s 

point of view after emergence of Pakistan. He reminded that Maudoodi was also 

criticized by many members in meeting at Machi Goth. Qazi asked, “If there was a need 

to change the Jamaat just after seventeen years of its creation, is it not essential to change 

it after fifty years.” He stated that with the change of the strategy he had not changed the 

principles and objectives of Jamaat. He said that as leader of the jamaat he was 

responsible to derive new ways for its development.
xxix

 

 

 To Khurram Jah Murad, Qazi’s decision for making PIF was unique as since the 

experience of 1970, JI had always contested elections through alliances with other parties 

and did not contest under its own name, symbol and manifesto. Qazi brought 

revolutionary change in JI by making PIF that was different from Jamaat in two ways. 

First, instead of JI’s strict criteria regarding membership any believer of Islamic laws and 

sincere to Pakistan could join PIF as a member. Second, instead of some special persons 

from leadership of Jamaat every worker also got the opportunity to participate in the 

decision making.
xxx

 

 

 The PIF manifesto was revolutionary in nature. The PIF promised a new labor 

policy to improve living standard of laborers. The manifesto of PIF also promised a 

society without exploitation and with equal opportunities for every citizen and where the 

rights of minorities would be preserved.
xxxi

Qazi also departed from JI’s conservative 

ideas about the rights of women as well as minorities. The manifesto of PIF put a new 

proposal for reservation of some seats for parties in proportion with votes bagged in 

general election.
xxxii

 

 

 For elections the PIF gave tickets to 103 candidates for the National Assembly and 

237 for four Provincial Assemblies. In order to contest the elections PIF did not have 

independent election machinery. On the contrary PIF’s election campaign was run by JI 

and IJT. Along with other ways of attracting the voters Jamaat also used musical songs 

and poems for the sake of attract the public attention. Music is forbidden in most of 

religious circles.
xxxiii

PIF’s campaign created enthusiasm in the masses but some senior 
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leaders of party thought that Qazi had gone too far from the mandate given by the shura 

and executive council. Senior leadership was become fearful of the attitude of Qazi 

Hussain. Two popular religious magazines which had sympathy with Jamaat –Takbir and 

Zindagi – were critical of the PIF’s election campaign. MianTufail was critical of the 

election campaign of PIF on unethical and immoral grounds. He observed that Qazi’s 

ideas were reminiscent of the ideas of Bhutto and Mujibur Rehman.
xxxiv

 

 

IX. Qazi Hussain Ahmad in quagmire  
 The situation after elections was not bright for Qazi Hussain Ahmad. PIF lost the 

elections. The masses did not pay much attention to the PIF and this pronounced third 

political force dashed to ground. Reforms in Jamaat failed to win mass support. PIF could 

win only three seats in National Assembly. Qazi himself lost elections on two seats in 

Lahore and Karachi. The PIF got 2.4% of the popular votes as compared with 38.2% 

votes for the PPP and 39.7% for the PML.
xxxv

The vote bank of PIF shrunk half as 

compared to that of JI in 1977.
xxxvi

 PPP got 90 seats in NA and Benazir was asked to 

make Government while PML-N came as major opposition party. 

 

 PIF and Qazi were criticized within and outside the parameters of JI for not 

making an alliance with Nawaz Sharif. Khurram Jah Murad described the reasons for the 

decision. Firstly, negligence of JI on behalf of Nawaz Sharif, secondly no fulfillment of 

promise of Nawaz Sharif with JI regarding JI’s Chairman of Public Accounts Committee 

and making Sharia, the Supreme Law of country, thirdly only one ministry for JI in 

Punjab. Fourthly JI demand regarding formation of an 8-member committee comprising 

of two members from Jamaat be formed to decide over national and foreign affairs was 

rejecte, lastly humiliation to JI at every level. 
xxxvii

 

 

 But more severe criticism against Qazi Hussain Ahmad came from within the 

party as he was criticized that in order to get rule he used secular and unethical tactics in 

the campaign.
xxxviii

MianTufail criticized that the Front’s election campaign failed due to 

transgression, dancing on the tunes of songs, secular trends, running after leadership 

charisma and emotional based slogans.
xxxix

 

 

X. Re-Election for Party Leadership 
 The opposition of Qazi within JI reached such height that made Qazi tender 

resignation from party leadership. Jamaat appointed Chaudhary Rehmat Elahi as the 

acting Ameer. However he secured 6093 out of 7994 polled votes (76% of total) and 

again won the leadership of Jamaat. However he secured 1% less votes than in 1992.
xl

 

 

 Under Qazi’s leadership the Jamaat put extensive enquiry into the causes of the 

failure in the election. The causes which were considered by Jamaat were rigging in the 

elections, the faulty and corrupt electoral system and feudal system that can support 

wealthy people to contest elections. Qazi also observed that the elections were unfair and 

decided that unless entire system of elections was reformed, it would be suicidal to take 

part in any future elections.
xli

Lastly, Qazi felt the government’s partiality in the conduct 

of elections. Articles 62 and 63 of the constitution, which required virtue, moral strength 

and regard for ideology of Pakistan, as mandatory for contesting the elections, had never 

been applied in the elections. 
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 The post-election observances of Qazi again targeted the feudal class. He said that 

after the victory in the election the feudal classes treated the masses as miserably as they 

treat their tenants.
xlii

Post-election policies of Qazi Hussain Ahmad were again disliked by 

some senior leaders. Fifteen senior members of the Jamaat resigned in 1995 in protest of 

the use of music during election campaign of PIF.
xliii

However Qazi did not pay a heed to 

their egress and moved forward with his political ideology.
xliv

 

 

XI. Benazir’s Second Term and Jamaat 
 Benazir, in her second term after victory in the elections of 93, tried to have good 

relations with religious parties
xlv

but ruling PPP’s clashes with Judiciary persuaded JI to 

launch a movement to overthrow the government. Qazi demanded the resignation of 

Benazir Bhutto. An interim set up under judiciary was proposed. It created links with 

PML-N and both parties gave a call for strike in Karachi in July 1996. The opposition 

was swarmed to fourteen political parties, one of which was also MQM.
xlvi

JI organized 

the meeting of fourteen parties of opposition in on August 10, 1996 at Avari Hotel 

Lahore. The parties in the meeting decided to start a movement against the government of 

Benazir Bhutto named ‘Save Pakistan Movement’.
xlvii

 

 

XII. Dharna Tactic of Qazi 
 It was the time when Qazi, pioneered the dharna (sit-in) tactic in the politics of 

Pakistan. Qazi urged the nation to rise what he called the corruption, nepotism and cruel 

budget of 1996-97. He called for dharna at Islamabad on June 24; 1996.The government 

started a crackdown against JI leadership to prevent them from protests. JI leaders were 

arrested but in spite of repression of government a large number of JI workers reached 

Islamabad. Two workers of JI, Abd-us-Smad and Shafiq Ahmad, were shot dead. Qazi 

responded the government action with remarks that “the corrupt government must listen, 

it is not a helpless country, and Qazi is still alive”.  

 

 On October 27, 1996, Qazi Hussain Ahmad made a programme to launch his 

second dharna.
xlviii

 An agitational programme was launched. In order to prevent dharna 

the government sealed Islamabad in such a way that no one could enter the capital from 

Punjab, Kashmir and Khyber Pukhtonkha. Railway service was also closed for the first 

time in history. The government arrested thousands of protestors and used repressive 

measures to stop them.
xlix

On 28
th

 October 1996 three workers of JI were killed in clashes 

with police. A case against Qazi Hussain Ahmad was registered on the charges of 

kidnapping two policemen. JI announced to observe October 29, 1996, as black day 

throughout the country.
l
The dharna tactic bore fruit at last as Benazir government was 

dissolved in November 1996.
li
 

 

XIII. Proposal of Electoral Reforms 
 After the dissolution of Benazir Government, Qazi led JI to highlight its stance 

regarding the weaknesses of electoral system that ensured PIF’s defeat in 1993’s 

elections. The meeting of the central shura of the JI came forth with an agenda of reforms 

in the electoral system. The notable demands of shura were as under:  

 

(a) The election commission should be reformed in such a way that any sitting or retired 

judges of Supreme Court should be included in it as its members. The commission should 

be financially independent. It must have powers to scrutinize the candidates in the 



Muhammad Waris Awan, Rizwan Ullah Kokab 851 

elections. For this purpose it should publicize the comments of public about the 

candidates according to articles 62 and 63. The party also demanded that in case any 

elected member does not fulfill the criteria mentioned in articles 62 and 62 his 

membership should be abolished. 

 

(b) Election Commission should fix a limit for the expenses made by a candidate in the 

elections and if the candidates violate the limit they should be disqualified. 

 

(c) A key suggestion generated by JI was that proportional representation electoral 

system should be introduced. According to this system the parties get the seats in the 

assembly in proportion with number of their votes. Jamaat viewed that this proportional 

system would liberate the country from the clutches of landlords. 

 

(d) A judicial commission should be constituted with sitting and retired judges of 

supreme and high courts as its members. The commission may have powers to book and 

scrutinize the corrupt politicians, officers and employees of the public sector institutions. 

Qazi knew that JI’s reform agenda was a revolt against the political system; therefore, it 

would not be accepted by the majority of politicians. Therefore a mass contact movement 

was decided to start. The interim government under Meraj Khalid (1996) did not pay 

much attention to JI’s demands. The government issued a list of the defaulters. It also 

enforced an Accountability Ordinance which was implemented in its true spirit. 

 

XIV. Election 1997 
 JI was not prepared to accept the elections on the grounds that electoral reform 

agenda put by JI was not endorsed. Ultimately JI announced to boycott the elections of 

3
rd

 February 1997 and proposed the candidates to withdraw the elections. The party 

decided to mobilize the public opinion through peaceful demonstrations.
lii

However the 

elections were held and PML-N secured 137 seats in National Assembly. PML-N 

captured most of the seats from where JI would win the elections. 

 

 However Qazi viewed that the elections were only an extension of the corrupt 

rule. He remarked that “the same feudal lords and capitalists have once again been 

elected, the majority of whom, was devoid of honesty and trustworthiness. They had 

thoroughly plundered the nation’s resources in the past, and continue to do so today, in 

our calculated opinion; these are the same people, who are responsible for all the miseries 

of Pakistan, since the past half-century”.
liii

 

 

 JI’s policy of abstaining from elections and highlighting the weakness of the 

system was prudent as JI had little chances of achieving anything substantial in the 

elections.
liv

 The boycott saved party to bear another insult and gave it credit to highlight 

the weakness of electoral system for the first time. This stance was followed by many in 

the future. The effect of boycott could not be ignored as the turnout in the elections was 

recorded lowest in Pakistani history as JI seemed successful from keeping people out of 

elections. 
lv
Low turnout and Nawaz Sharif’s victory with only 16.32% of total registered 

voters doubted Nawaz Sharif’s claim of big mandate. 
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XV. Criticism to Nawaz Regime 
 In August 1998, the feeling against USA in Pakistani people erupted after missile 

attacks on sanctuaries of Usama bin Laden in Sudan as well as Afghanistan. In this 

situation JI played leading role among other religious parties in arrangement of the 

demonstrations against the USA and alleged the government of Pakistan for supporting 

the USA.
lvi

The move of the USA was used to win sentiments in support of party’s stance 

on Islamization. JI succeeded to mobilize street power to such an extent that the 

government of Nawaz Sharif had to adopt the measures towards Islamization and 

introduced Shariah Bill.  

 

 The introduction of Shariah Bill made Nawaz Sharif vulnerable for the criticism of 

secular as well as religious minded people. The secular minded people criticized that 

Nawaz Sharif had introduced religious dictatorship and with imposition of Shariah Bill he 

will get himself entitled Meer-ul-momineen. The religious parties, on the other hand, 

opposed Nawaz Sharif with certain reservations on Shariah Bill. In this situation Qazi 

became doubtful about the intentions of Nawaz Sharif.
lvii

Qazi launched a movement 

aiming at implementation of the shariah as well as the ousting of the Nawaz Sharif and 

his party men who were declared by him as corrupt.
lviii

 

 

XVI. Protest against Vajpayee’s Visit  
 The increasing friendly relations between Pakistan and India raised the opposition 

of JI to the government. When Prime Minister of India A. B. Vajpayee visited Lahore on 

February 17, 1999, on a friendship bus tour, 
lix

Qazi-led JI organized demonstrations. The 

protests spread in whole country on 19
th

February. 
lx

 JI Pakistan observed 20
th

 February 

1999 as a black day. JI’s demonstrators made an effort to march towards Wagah Border 

in protest. They were blocked with shelling of tear gas and baton charge.
lxi

Many vehicles 

were set on fire on the occasion of Vajpayee’s arrival to Lahore Fort. Qazi had to face 

direct police suppression next day when extensive tear gas was used to disperse the 

people who were listening to speech of Qaziat JI’s Lahore Office. The workers of JI 

workers gathered around Qazi to protect him from tear gas and around 1300 of them were 

arrested. They remained imprisoned for half month.  

 

XVII. Kargil Million March  
 On Kargil issue the JI backed the Pakistan Army to protect the country. At that 

time a resolution was passed in favor of Pakistan defense.
lxii

 To JI Washington Accord 

between Nawaz Sharif and Bill Clinton (July 4, 1999) was a severe blow to Jihadi groups 

and their supporters in Pakistan. JI decided to launch Kargil Million March in Lahore on 

25th July, 1999 which was blocked by the government as it did not allow the 

demonstrators to enter Lahore. JI agin decided to launch Kargil March on July 30, 1999.  

Qazi now viewed that the removal of Nawaz Sharif was essential for resolution of 

Kashmir issue and security of Pakistan.
lxiii

He not only led opposition to Nawaz Sharif and 

suggested to form an interim government but also proposed army for intervention in 

affairs. This political development was followed by Nawaz’s endeavor to replace General 

Musharaf with Lt. General Khawja Zia-ud-Din that caused the military coup on Tuesday, 

October 12, 1999. The Jamaat claimed the overthrow of government “as the outcome of 

the popular movement.”  
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 JI suggested the army to implement the constitution according to the principles of 

Islam and democracy. It also proposed army to block the return of ‘corrupt’ Benazir 

Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif in the power circles. As an alternative, JI suggested a caretaker 

government with people of moral integrity. The JI suggested that now when the corrupt 

government had been overthrown, the election process should be reformed in such a way 

that the corrupt politicians might be washed out through transparent elections under 

articles 62 and 63 of the Constitution.
lxiv

 

 

XVIII. Conclusion 
 During the leadership of Qazi Hussain Ahmad the membership ratio of JI kept on 

increasing by 8 percent per annum as against the times of former Chief MianTufail 

Muhammad. In 1957, total members of JI were 920. From 1957 to 1962 the membership 

increasing ratio was 48.58%, 49.52% (1962-67), 31.65% (1967-72), 34.15% (1972-77), 

19.83% (1977-82), 27.76% (1982-87), 42.22 (1987-92), 11.27 (1992-94), 48.66% (1994-

99) respectively. The statistics show that membership ratio under the leadership of Qazi 

increased.
lxv

Qazi reinvigorated the sister organizations of Jamaat such as Shabab-e-Milli, 

Al-Khidmat, Pasban etc. He played his vital role in the formation of Milli Yukjeht 

Council which is endeavoring to end sectarian differences and promote the culture of 

religious harmony, toleration and moderation. 

 

 Qazi made a significant contribution to change JI’s outlook. He initiated Caravan -

e-Dawat-o-Mohabat (march towards love and invitation) to  popularize the Jamaat and it 

showed JI’s organizational power on the issue of the enforcement of the Sharia 

Ordinance (1988), Qazi saw through Zia’s intentions who declared Sharia source of law 

not the supreme law. When IJI was formed with definite religio-political purposes Qazi 

agreed to join it after laying down certain conditions. In 1991, Qazi supported Saddam 

Hussain in the Gulf War. When Nawaz Sharif showed hesitation in the enforcement of 

Sharia in the country, Qazi turned against him. Under Qazi, Jamaat’s membership 

criterion was relaxed. The formation of Pakistan Islamic Front (PIF) was a major step 

forward on the part of Qazi’s leadership as it was the need of the hour to revisit the 

political strategy. Qazi pioneered dharna (sit-in) politics to raid against corruption and 

nepotism and JI even boycotted the elections of 1997, on the grounds of corruption. On 

the Kargil issue, Qazi supported the military’s stance of the occupation of the Kargil 

heights. Qazi welcomed Musharraf’s military coup as a panacea for corruption.  
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