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Abstract 
Falling in the most sensitive fault-lines of sectarianism, Pakistan may 

become an obvious future target of ISIS owing to its central proximity. 

Pakistan symbolizes the international sectarian divide. Afghanistan lies 

in its northwest and Iran in its extreme west. The local troubles will 

stand only to sharpen the sectarian hatred. Pakistan’s close alliance 

with Saudi Arabia is not what neighboring Shi'ite Iran appreciates. 

Entrenched influence of ISIS will evaporate every prospect of 

reconciliation among the varying sects in Pakistan. Besides, the 

concerns and fears with regards to the human rights violations being 

committed by ISIS indicate that Pakistan could become a soft target for 

ISIS, given its vulnerable political situation in Baluchistan and over all 

human right situations vis-a-vis the minorities. 
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I. Introduction 
 The emerging nexus between some sectarian organizations with Islamic State of 

Iraq and Syria (ISIS) would create a new battlefield for sectarian terrorism in the country 

and if that happened, it would be a major challenge for Pakistan's internal security. 

Given, the strategic and political realities, the policy makers in Pakistan should adopt 

“conflict prevention” measures to counter this threat at initial stage.  

 

 Post 9/11 strategic situation has opened many fronts for Pakistan's vulnerable 

security situation.  The internal security of Pakistan has suffered and compromised due to 

lack of clarity and consensus on internal and external policies. Nevertheless, both civil 

and military leaderships have managed to take some drastic steps to address the problem, 

hence Pakistan's security paradigm seems to be shifting and some decisions have been 

made in this regard. For instance, announcement of National Action Plan 2015 and the 

Protection of Pakistan Act 2014 to crack down terrorism in the country.  However, it is 

also true that on ground the kind of governance and administrative measures that are 

urgently required are not in sight.  The old threats are still persisting and new threats are 

emerging. The terrorists groups are seeking new alliances to sustain their control and ISIS 

appears to be extending support and trying to win supporters in vulnerable areas by 
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promoting the concept of Global Caliphate (beyond the borders) by establishing local 

franchises. In this situation, Baluchistan could be the new operational headquarter for 

these global militants. The paper is an effort to analyze the prevailing security dynamics 

in Pakistan and the changing internal militant landscape of Pakistan. 

 

 Some drastic policy measures are needed to deal with the situation; here conflict 

transformation approach to deal with existing menace of violent conflict which has 

already taken deep roots in the society and coping with such a conflict is far intense and 

greater. Conflict transformation has to be applied to take the insurgent youth from 

mountains toward development. Employment, advanced education, development projects 

and greater share of the resources is the crucial stage of conflict transformation which can 

shift the focus of youth from militancy, extremism and ethno-nationalism to political 

participation leading to democracy and development.  On the emerging threat of sectarian 

violence by ISIS's policy of Sunni versus Shiite approach, Conflict Prevention 

mechanism can help develop policies to prepare for a challenge which has not yet taken 

roots but the symptoms are obvious. In the case of Pakistan, sectarian terrorism and 

persecution of religious minorities is going to take a precarious situation as ISIS moves 

forward to infiltrate its ideological and tangible presence in Pakistan.  

 

 In order to examine the above situation, a number of questions can be examined, 

for instance, why are the militant originations forming a nexus? Why is only sectarianism 

being used as a tool for terrorism? Why the militant landscape of Pakistan is going to 

become more complex? What measures should Pakistan adopt for conflict prevention? 

Pakistan's internal security has been very fragile particularly after the war on terror due to 

policy blunders in internal and external policies. With the shift in security paradigm in 

the region, it appears that ISIS is promoting the "Theory of Global Caliphate" (beyond 

the borders) to establish local franchise but an academic analysis cannot ignore the 

repercussions as it would pave the way for severe security threats for the whole region. 

Given the vulnerable political and religious situation in Baluchistan, it may provide space 

for groups affiliated with global militants.  However, the government of Pakistan has no 

mechanism in place to deal with such potential violent threats. In this backdrop, the 

research is an attempt to focus on genesis of sectarian conflict, socio-political and 

religious situation and the changing internal militant landscape of Pakistan particularly in 

Baluchistan. 

 

II. Literature Review 
 A number of scholarly works and opinion pieces are available on the nature of 

conflict in Pakistan and divergent views exits on the implications of "ideologization" of 

politics.  These works can be divided in few broad categories, first, the deliberate 

politicization of religion and state patronage of religious/violent groups. Second, the inept 

social policies and weak governance, third, indecision as to what kind of state, Pakistan 

was supposed to be, whether an Islamic theocracy, Islamic republic or democratic 

republic with secular constitution. Hussain Haqqani in his book, “Pakistan between 

mosque and military” gives a detailed analysis of the sectarian rifts since the early days 

of the independence. He blames the state institutions for crafting the misunderstandings 

and blames the lack of interest in the successive regimes to introduce educational reforms 

( Haqqani, 2005). Similarly in  “Inside Al-Qaeda and Taliban”, Saleem Shehzad, gives 

the inside story that how the militant organizations have deep contacts with the strong 
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institutions of Pakistan and that from where they  are recruiting people and gaining 

resources (Shahzad, 2011). Weak political institutions and bad governance is discussed 

and pointed out as the most important factor, in "The upsurge of religious extremism; a 

challenge to democracy, governance and national unity in Pakistan”, Sajid Mahmood 

Awan and Omer Farooq Zain explains that extremism has left deep imprints on the social 

and political structure of Pakistan and that the challenge for institutional reform is greater 

than ever owing to growing radicalization of the society.( Awan and Zain ,2012).  Ayesha 

Siddiqa in her work, “The new frontiers; militancy and radicalism in Punjab” described 

all the networks of militant organizations which are operational in South Punjab and 

involved in the sectarian violence. ( Siddiqa, 2013). Nasim Ashraf in “The Islamization 

of Pakistan’s Educational System: 1979-89” explains that the current radicalization of 

the society and the growing mob violence in Pakistan is the direct impact of the wrong 

educational policies adopted by the different regime ( Ashraf, 2009). Moonis Ahmar in 

“Sectarian conflicts in Pakistan”, writes how the various numbers of militant 

organizations have engaged in battle with each other each with attempts to impose their 

own sectarian ideology upon the other( Ahmar, 2008). 

 

 One of the important issues that still remain to be answered is the fertility of 

Pakistani society that attracts violent groups, why it is continued to happen? Very little 

discourse  is available on the changing militant landscape in the region, including the 

gradual influence of ISIS in Pakistan. An attempt is made to focus on the sociological 

reasons behind the current wave of sectarian terrorism, the emerging nexus, and their new 

battlefield and the “Zikris Community” which has appeared to be vulnerable enough in 

Baluchistan to become one of the main targets of sectarian violence. 

 

III. Identity Crisis: Search for National Identity 
 Devoid of the privileges enjoyed in the Mughal era and suppressed by the British 

for igniting the mutiny, Muslims just lost their traditional inclusive religious identity they 

had inherited and preserved as heritage for more than a millennium. The sub-continental 

Islamic creed ceased to inspire the South Asians to further establish religious affiliation, 

while the British constitutional-democratic political structure was an experiment, the 

conservatively orthodox and politically inexperienced Muslims were not simply ready to 

undertake. That is why the early struggle of Muslim League along with other political 

parties to throw off the ruthless domination of the British by mobilizing the Muslims 

miserably proved futile (Jalalzai, 1992). 

 

 Identity crisis saw a great surge leading people to further dichotomy when the 

secular political leaders chanted the slogan of Islam. The sweeping shift in the political 

parties in general and Muslim League in particular translated public despair into the 

religious identity knowing that only religion had the strength to shake the people out of 

their slumber. It transformed Muslim League’s self-rule agenda into the creation of a 

separate homeland ( Ahmed, 2005). The mingling of ideologies for legitimatizing their 

representation though united masses for the time being, the secular leaders’ deliberate 

dilution of the future vision failed to foresee the long term aftermath of what they had just 

orchestrated (Ahmed, 2005). Naveeda Khan summarizes the dilemma when she states, 

“most Pakistanis in rural areas remain vague about their Islam, the question is still 

grappling Pakistanis that which system to adopt, if they opt for religion then which form 

of religion as the dominating sects are curious enough to promote their own sectarian 



1026      Pakistan Journal of Social Sciences Vol. 36, No. 2 

laws as the best suited system" (Khan, 2012). This ambiguity of the proposed ideal 

systems continues to disillusion the youth who see no future in the persisting political 

turmoil and social apathy. Religious organizations have been conveniently exploiting 

religion to emotionally mobilize the disgruntled youth.  

 

IV. Roots of Sectarianism in Pakistani Society 
 Created in the name of Islam, Pakistan grappled with the secular and religious 

lobbies who could not resolve the question about the vision of Pakistan. In fact, their 

struggle to subordinate their rival groups left the already suffering people in total 

disappointment and frustration. Realizing that the religious sentiments of the people were 

still high, Mualana Maudodi used the public sentiments to exert pressure on the rival 

parties for the introduction of Islamic system in Pakistan. His religious slogans and 

speeches sparked the sectarian rift calling for denunciation of Ahmadi as part of Islam. 

The public was already discontent with the prevailing system for  negligence,  the 

infuriated mobs vent their anger on the hapless Ahmadi, and thus, the first sectarian riots 

flared up (Ahmed, 2006). 

 

 Dichotomy in a true sense lay in the very concept of the ideological state itself. 

People were told about an Islamic state , but the contours of "Islamization" remained 

unclear. Varying concepts of Islamic regime were practiced with each school of thought 

adhering to its own version of Islam. Preaching the self-version and denouncing other 

sets or schools of thought ushered the country after independence into a theocratic 

confusion ( Palmer and Palmer, 2008). The official recognition of Ahmadi as non-

Muslim minorities handicapped the other religious minorities making them vulnerable to 

the wrath of the religious zealots allowing Jamaat-e-Islami strengthen its hold in 

mainstream politics (Palmer and Palmer, 2008). 

 

 The first realization with regards to Shia activism came in 1980 when the furious 

Shia mob stormed the capital, Islamabad, paralyzing life demanding the recognition of 

their refusal to pay the obligatory Zakat and that the deduction of their income for Zakat 

must be reversed ( Assaf, 2011). Aggressive Shia mobilization reversed the Islamization 

which provoked the radical Sunni groups who were militarized as proxy soldiers for 

Afghan war in the meantime; the Shia had already prepared their militarization with the 

regime change in Iran. The confrontation instigated the formation of militant groups each 

aimed at securing its sectarian interests. Expulsion of Shia from power and turning the 

society into purely Sunni fold became the motto of the zealotry Deobandi militant groups. 

Tranquility and harmony of relations among the sects and sub-sects was sabotaged by the 

hardliners and the protracted clashes left the society in a truncated form engulfing 

Pakistan with the prospects of a large scale sectarian civil war. They unleashed hell on 

the rival sects; Shia-Sunni tussles became the single most important threat to national 

security while all state measures to root out the militant brands stood impractical in the 

face of the growing public sympathy for the militants. That is why the grounds from 

where sectarian hatred is being preached stand stronger than ever (Ahmed, 2011). 

 

V.  Overt Ideological Character of Education 
 Oblivious of the fact that the new breed of radical youth would inflict reversing 

impact, the monstrous agenda was engineered by Zia regime with the connivance of 

USA. The University of Nebraska was granted 5.1 million dollars to issue a substantial 
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number of books, pamphlets and magazines depicting the brutality of the Communists 

(infidels in the eyes of Muslims) toward Muslims mainly to bolster the warring soldiers 

of God in Pakistan to wage a proxy war against the Communist invaders in Afghanistan 

to show that Islam was in danger and needed to be rescued (Riaz,2014). The curriculum 

was fashioned with the glories of Islam and the grandeur of the Muslim rulers. 

Wahhabi/Salafi approach was conceptualized in the curriculum where animosity toward 

other sects and religious aversion toward minorities, particularly, Hindus was injected in 

the mindset of the youth (Muehlenbeck,2012). This reshuffling of the curriculum proved 

a double-edged sword; firstly, the youth got profoundly radicalized and increasingly 

conservative in their socio-religious conduct, secondly, the prevailing Wahhabi influence 

being an imported doctrine once again drove them into the mire of identity crisis. The 

militant turned youth after the Soviet war could not re-adjust into the Pakistani society 

and began to resist the modern trends they were taught to refrain from ( Sareen, 2004). 

Soon the resistance turned violent and extreme. The society’s failure to rehabilitate or 

reintegrate further struck a blow and the growing religious tensions bifurcated the 

society. The pressure by the religious lobbies to maintain the religious laws and religious 

education  refrained the democratic regimes from changing the mode of curriculum. The 

fallout was budding beyond repair. An overwhelming portion of the society inclined 

toward conservatism (Hussain,2012). 

 

VI. Sociological Reasons for Violence and Terrorism 
A. Sectarian Hegemony; Politico-Religious Landscape 

 Repressive societies collapse not because of poverty, but due to misallocation and 

mishandling of the state resources. Regions where resources are controlled and 

manipulated by merely a few keeping the rest of the society at bay are relatively volatile 

and susceptible to organized violence. The control of some elite families over the state 

resources of Pakistan where the institutions of the state are crafted to serve the vested 

interests preventing the masses their due opportunities has struck a fatal blow to the very 

foundations of the social system. This dominance has marginalized religious, sectarian 

and ethnic minorities (UNDP, 2013). To maintain their racial superiority, Saudi 

Wahhabis in 1980’s corrupted the religious practices of Pakistan inculcating their ideals 

in the curriculum from schools to universities. Deobandi minority was given vast powers 

over the rest of sects in the country. Imposition of a foreign doctrine in the General Zia 

regime marginalized all other sects, hence, clashes ensued and resistance soon turned 

violent (Bayat, 2013). Deobandi under the influence of Afghan war raised militias and 

the militias of other sects followed for their protection. The Wahhabi mindset was not 

acceptable to the people, but it was imposed against their will which eventually saw the 

rise of violent terrorist activities in the country (Bayat,2013). 

 

B. Modern Pluralism and Miscommunication  
 Islamic pluralism encompasses the community services, demonstration of 

humanity by good deeds and appreciable services to humanity irrespective of cast, creed, 

sectarian, ethnic, racial and personal discrimination. Instead of promoting and preaching 

the pluralist doctrine of Islam to the Pakistanis to understand the genuine concept of 

Islam, modern pluralism is taking roots (Beyer,2014). 

 

 Modern pluralism unlike the humane pluralism of Islam is a system of 

complexities, modernization has expanded the horizon of state activities, and thus, every 
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now and then the number of state institutions, offices, performances and other activities is 

increasing. Life is not only getting hectic, but also getting complex. Communication is 

nothing, but the key to maintain the flow of this complexity (Beyer,2014). The 

miscommunication develops psychological trauma sometimes misperceptions, leading to 

uncertainty and frustration. Similarly, the alienation to proper information in Pakistan is 

pushing people to disappointment and it leads to violent mobilization.  

 

C. Religious Glorification and Wrong Notions of Jihad 

 Jihad in the true sense is actually the self-defense and defense in the name of Islam 

which must be clean of vengeance and in-differentiation of aggressor and aggrieved. 

Khaled Abou El Fadl clarifies it in the following words: 

 

 “Jihad always relies on the power of da'wah (missionary endeavor) and the 

absence of vengeance feeling. In Jihad, you should not assume yourself to be a killer, nor 

should you sacrifice the enemy because it is God's will. In the concept of Jihad, war is 

always regarded as something bad ('syarr), an inevitable evil ('syarrundlarûrî), and we 

have to avoid it ('kurhun). War is only permitted to liberate Muslims from tyranny or to 

defend them from attacks. That is the concept of Jihad. Ethics is very prominent in fikh 

literature, particularly in relation to war (hirâbah). We should not kill the incarcerated, 

children, women, and weak men. The suicide bombers' view infiltrates the ideology of 

Jihad. Those suicide bombers foresee resistance upon the West and therefore they declare 

other Muslims as apostate” (Fadi,2002). 

 

 The glorification of the Muslim "Ummah" and the tales of their ancestral 

domination over the world infuriated them thinking that they were the rightful rulers of 

the world and the West was responsible for the Muslim miseries around the world and all 

Muslim allies of the West must be punished. In their war to regain the past glories, they 

surpassed all moral codes Islam has been teaching the humanity for 1500 years (Fadi, 

2002). 

 

D. Social Change and Ideological Confusion in a Mixed Society 
 Change is always constant, those nations who adapt to the changes in the society 

survive those who do not adapt perish. Change brings tangible and spiritual elasticity 

among the nations enabling them to adjust into the genetics of socialization. The initial 

problems after the partition required leadership and vision; nevertheless, before the 

problems could be addressed, a war for national identity began in Pakistan among the 

seculars and religious intelligentsia. Vacuum of pragmatic leadership intensified the 

tensions. The ideological dilemma did not allow space for social change for the 

overwhelming majority of Pakistanis. The confusion about the leadership crisis stagnated 

the society and Pakistanis begun to resist change. Resistance took the people toward more 

conservatism and furthering of the adherence to orthodox believes or practices. Violence 

became the main source of their communication. Organized violence and terrorism swept 

the peace and stability of the country. Patience is replaced by aggression and violence is 

the easiest access to youth to make their voice heard.  

 

VII.   The Emerging Nexus: Patronage and Sponsorship 
 ISIS or Daish has emerged as the richest and most resourceful independent 

terrorist organization at present. While the combating Allied forces including Pakistan 
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and Afghan army have exhausted their assets, logistics and personnel and facing military 

fatigue, the militant organizations in both Pakistan and Afghanistan are looking forward 

to ISIS to regenerate resources for their pledge of allegiance. However, resources are not 

the only attraction, many of the Middle Eastern terrorist organizations including those in 

Afghanistan and Pakistan are either Deobandi or influenced by Salafi-Wahhabi. 

Consequently, many regional Deobandi militants look forward to them as nobles, thus, 

and allegiance to them becomes necessary to reorganize their designs (Javaid, 2011). 

 

 Mass murder of more than 10,000 minorities in Iraq including Yazidis, Shia and 

Turks in a single year glorifies the credentials of ISIS which might possibly improve as 

Pakistan serves more minorities including Hindus, Ahmadi, Zikris and Christians for the 

brutal appetite of ISIS (UN, 2014). The onslaught of ISIS has unleashed a reign of terror 

in the Muslim world in the name of Islam without differentiating the combatants and non-

combatants in brutality (even crushing those militants who refuse to oblige with). Al-

Qaeda condemned and disowned the ISIS carnage, but they could not stand the brutal 

might of ISIS inflicted upon everyone who opposes it. With the evolving nexus of 

alliances, the reign of terror is likely to spill out of Middle East and penetrate in South 

Asia (UN, 2014). 

 

 For the first time in modern terrorism has Islamic militancy gathered under a 

single brand of Jihad. Remobilization under a single umbrella means access to greater 

resources, availability of more Jihadists, deeper strength and far more targets; the power a 

single global terrorist organization holds is beyond the calculation of Pakistanis. “In al-

Baghdadi, the demoralized elements in the TTP have discovered the type of leader they 

had been looking for. A dashing commander possessing both temporal and spiritual 

authority whose army has struck terror among the Iraqi and Syrian troops and who has set 

up his government in the second largest city of Iraq, where he has been 

declared Khalifatul Muslimeen”(Ahmad, 2014). The nexus of Al-Qaeda, Uzbek 

Movement, TTP, LeT and Lashkar-e-Khorasan spreads the wings of ISIS from Middle 

East to Central Asia and from Central Asia to South Asia. Allegiance of Pakistani 

militants proves that the latter is striking roots in Pakistan and aims to undertake 

operations, mainly with new designs. The Islamic Revolution of Iran, Wahhabi/Salafi 

propaganda against Iran and the friction of Shia-Sunni communities in Pakistan clarified 

the sectarian terrorism, but targeting Zikris by Lashkar-e-Khorasan, affiliated to ISIS is 

totally unprecedented (Zelin, 2014). 

 

A. ISIS Infiltration in Pakistan: State Response 

 Protracted apathy of the government and conniving appeasement of the religious 

parties toward the growing influence of Al-Qaeda and TTP in the past two decades has 

catalyzed the evaporation of the state writ in the tribal areas, now the silence toward 

emerging influence of ISIS is like repeating the same mistake. In the words of 

Muhammad Amir Rana, Director Pak Institute for Peace Studies, “They may have 

differences over strategies, as ISIS and al Qaeda had, but ultimately they overcome their 

differences. Al Qaeda might feel stunned over the ‘victories’ of ISIS but now, instead of 

arguing with ISIS over strategies, will prefer to develop a consensus over a model of 

caliphate”(Rana 2014). 
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 ISIS in the wake of consolidating its footing in Middle East turned toward 

Pakistan. A pamphlet was published titled as "Fatah" concentrating the Pashto and 

Persian areas stretching from tribal areas to the bordering provinces of Afghanistan. 

Translated in Dari and Pashto targeting Peshawar as the center for distribution of the 

pamphlets; the IDP camps appeared as the easiest places to start with. Desolate and 

ignored, the IDP’s are a mix up of the tribal people among whom many sympathize with 

militants and many who were once a part of the militancy. Sensitive areas where the state 

has the least of its law obedience have in the past served the best sanctuaries for 

international terrorists. Border is porous, the check and balance of such vast borders is 

beyond the capacity of Pakistan to monitor. It seems likely that commandos of ISIS have 

perhaps entered into those sensitive areas and are propagating their campaign (Caris, 

2014). 

 

B. Baluchistan: The Launching Pad for Future Sectarian Terrorism 

 So far the prospects of presence and sustainability of ISIS combatants into 

Baluchistan seems a remote reality, reason being a direct threat to Iran who may react 

aggressively against Pakistan if confronted with ISIS presence. Groups that have 

traditionally been sectarian in nature, like the  anti-Shi’a Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) and 

Sipah-e-Sahaba (SSP) both are under the sway of the Deobandi organizations Jamiat-e-

Ulema Islam (JUI) and funded by wealthy Arab individuals and organizations. There are 

also Shi’a sectarian groups who target Sunni Muslims and obtain funding from Iran (Fair, 

2004). However the appeasement of growing influence of the sub-groups of ISIS along 

the independent movement of the ISIS commanders raises profound suspicion.  

 

 Trans-border terrorism has worried Iran for Jundullah, a notorious banned terrorist 

organization has been undertaking terrorist missions in Iran and then hiding in 

Baluchistan ISIS will simply multiply trans-border terrorism (Jimenez,2014). What go 

against the spread of ISIS in Pakistan are the presence of a strong army and the 

democratic aspirations of its people. Unlike Iraq and Syria Pakistan army as succeeded in 

establishing the writ of the state in areas once occupied by the terrorists like North 

Waziristan, South Waziristan and Swat.  However, best suited sanctuary for terrorists, 

Baluchistan can be used as the launch pad of ISIS terrorism in South Asia and Iran. 

According to Human Rights Watch reports, ISIS has targeted all Muslim sects, especially 

Shia, except Deobandi. Separation of all Shia from the rest of prisoners in Badoosh 

prison of Mosul and their cold blooded murder in front of the town bears testimony to the 

fact that Shia are their priority targets (Zelin, 2014).  

 

 Literature teemed with hate speech calling Shia as heretic and infidels is widely 

circulating in Baluchistan by religious institutions or covert organizations. The ever 

increasing amount of hate literature in a place where Shia live as a community of 

sectarian minority (Hazara community) sparks further fury and violence toward the 

handicapped minorities. Other minorities like Zikris, Ahmadi and Christians have been 

sandwiched in the Shia-Sunni war (Zelin, 2014). Gradually increasing presence of ISIS in 

Baluchistan appears to aggravate the existing security situation in Baluchistan adding 

strength to terrorism and militancy. The hard-line Deobandi militant operatives of 

Lashkar-e-Khorasan (with allegiance to ISIS) have isolated Zikris from the rest of the 

minorities of Baluchistan in their latest wave of terrorism (Grare,2013). 
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VIII. The Systematic Analysis 

 The picture below shows the ambition of the ISIS in the region; 

 

Figure 1 

 
Source: Amir Rana, Dawn, July 3, 2014  

 

 The nexus of terrorist organizations in Baluchistan can be of grave concern. Once 

consolidating steps in Baluchistan, ISIS will pose serious threats to Iran which Iran has 

already warned to retaliate. If any physical clashes or terrorist activities take place in Iran 

coming from Baluchistan, Pak-Iran relations will witness a fatal set back.  Thus, 

Baluchistan is explicitly the Launch pad of terrorist undertaking into West and South 

Asia as the militants in the province would not stop with the persecution of Zikris or 

launching attacks on Iran, but they might strive to expand.   

 

A. Changing Dynamics of Interfaith Violence: Zikris under Siege  

 Zikri is the most peaceful and secular-minded community in Baluchistan of ethnic 

Baloch. Zikri Diaspora can be found in Iran, Afghanistan, Scandinavian countries, Gulf 

States and America. In Baluchistan, they are to be found in Makran and Quetta while 

their majority lives in the outskirts of Makran division, the Eastern parts of Baluchistan 

like Lasbela also have considerable number of followers. Within Makran division, they 

reside in Awaran, Gwadar, Pasni, Kallag, Dasht Valley, Hoshab, Balgatar and Turbat. 

They gather in Turbat near Koh-e-Murad in the last days of Ramzan for Ziarat ( 

Yadullahi,2007). Zikris got attention when a Zikri leader challenged the religious parties 

of Pakistan for "Munazara" argument and counter-argument over belief which they did 

not accept, but this act of the Zikri leader infuriated the orthodox religious leaders who 

instead of intellectually dealing with the matter, introduced a bill in the parliament in 

1987 to declare the Zikris as non-Muslims (Yadullahi, 2007). This bill remained in 

parliament till 1994, but could not gain majority votes to qualify. This bill was refreshed 

by Anjuman Sipah-e-Sahaba, a conservative Sunni group, for legislation against Zikris. 

Meanwhile Koh-e-Murad was attacked by Sunni mobs led by Baloch Ulema from Turbat; 

however, no casualties were recorded.  If Zikri were given the non-Muslim religious 
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minority status, they would have been driven toward the worst social conditions (Baloch, 

2014). According to the International Religious Freedom Report 2004: “Societal 

discrimination and harassment is very common, because of their faith, other Muslims 

ostracize them, calling them bhangee (dirty people), and jahalat (backward), pressure is 

put on many Zikris to accept Islam”(IRFR, 2004). 

 

 The current wave of persecution starting in 2014 has seen the resurgence of 

abduction, torture, harassment and attempts for forced conversion, but this time by 

Lashkar-e-Khorasan which began its operations in Baluchistan exactly after ISIS 

launched its campaign of Islamic caliphate in Middle East. Knowing that the last decade 

of Ramzan is crucial for religious rituals of Zikris, the Lashkar exploded a bus full of 

Zikri pilgrims returning from their shrines near Gresha, near Khuzdar district, early in 

dawn. The blast swept no lives seriously wounding 7 pilgrims ( IRFR, 2004). The latest 

wave of violence against Zikri community is intensified by the wall chalking  in Makran 

in favor of ISIS condemning Zikris. The chalking signs read, “The fate of Zikris, death or 

Islam by Lashkar-e-Khorasan. Makran remained secular and out of religious tensions for 

decades, but the latest wave of violent persecution in the name of religion will jeopardize 

the lives of all 500000 Zikris ushering Makran into an unprecedented sectarian terrorism 

( Baloch, 2014). 

 

B. Findings 
 Selective action against some and ignoring other extremist groups and militants is 

tantamount to accommodating and appeasing the militant forces at the expense of internal 

security leading to serious security challenges. Educational policies need to be instantly 

changed since the education was highly radicalized during the Zia regime which 

inculcated religious fervor and extremism in the minds of the youth. The curriculum 

needs to be revised where the courses should be liberalized and hate literature needs to be 

scrutinized.  

 

 Lack of proper religious knowledge based on the true spirit of Islam ensuring 

lasting peace, tolerance and co-existence contributes to confusion. Owing to lack of 

religious awareness, people get more sympathetic to the militants rather than the state. 

Media has to come forward to play its role to counter hate oriented and violence prone 

propaganda. Rigorous media debates and discussion programs by various scholars of 

religious studies can unfold the artificially created mystery about religion. The 

appeasement policy by successive regimes has resulted in providing space to extremist 

groups and created political vacuum that has unfortunately been filled by those who 

believed in intolerance and religious exclusivist approach. To counter such approach, 

political participation with religious inclusivity can help create a society which is tolerant 

and stable.  

 

IX. Conclusion 
 The political and security turmoil in the Middle East ensuing from the Syrian civil 

war and the increasing strength of Islamic State, along with the potential security 

dilemma in Afghanistan once the Allied forces withdraw and the present military 

operation within Pakistan, all have direct and proportional implications for sectarianism 

and militancy in the region. The military offensive in Pakistan had for once subdued the 

militant organizations, however, the militant organizations have been using this as a 
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context to justify their defying the state and presenting themselves as victim to regroup 

and reorganize and the ISIS could provide financial support and new identity to such 

alliances. New groups with fresh logistic support and aid along with new agendas cause 

more devastation than ever. ISIS gradually infiltrating its ideas in Pakistan whereas a 

minority of public has expressed its sympathy toward it. Some newly emerging militant 

groups like Lashkar-e-Khorasan have already claimed affiliation with ISIS along with 

other groups affiliated with Al-Qaeda. The security paradigm is shifting from the tribal 

areas to the bordering areas of Baluchistan along Iran and the insurgency in Baluchistan 

is shifting toward sectarian warfare. The latest wave of sectarian militancy threatening 

Pakistan's internal security may not restrict to its borders only, it will implicate the whole 

region if serious preventive measures are not taken and policy of avoidance and 

appeasement continues. 
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