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Abstract: 
The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is a ‘flag-ship 

project’ for China, which has the potential to modernize Pakistan 

through economic development. There are, however, major challenges 

as well as opportunities for Pakistan that may have implications for 

peace and conflict. This paper focuses on one such problem, the issue 

of political and economic autonomy in Balochistan. It seeks to analyze 

the impact of CPEC on the problem in Balochistan and propose 

options for the resolution of the conflict. Through the employment of 

conflict analysis tools, like the conflict tree and mapping the conflict, 

this study tries to identify the parties to the conflict and their 

relationship, the conflict issues, and the interests and needs of the 

activists and people of Balochistan. Here the regional and state level 

factors have also been identified that can have a positive impact on 

conflict resolution otherwise it may create a hindrance in achieving the 

objectives of CPEC. 

 

Keywords: CPEC, Balochistan, Conflict Resolution, insurgency, political 
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I. Introduction 
  The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor is a ‘flag-ship project’ for China. The 

corridor will connect Kashgar in China to the Gwadar port in Pakistan through the 

Karakoram Highway. China is investing heavily to develop the energysector, 

communication links, social services, agriculture, health, education and infrastructure in 

Pakistan.CPEC can help Pakistan become a major international transit route that can 

connect it with the global and regional industrial centers and help accelerate growth. 

There are major challenges as well as opportunities for Pakistan. Both internal and 

external issues have the potential to either become explosive or create prospects for peace 
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and development. This paper focuses on one such problem, the conflict in Balochistan, 

which if handled carefully can ensure peace and prosperity for the country.  

Burton is of the opinion that elements outside national boundaries may have an 

interest in the outcome of a conflict (Hill, 1982). To continue its economic development 

China wants peace in South Asia in general and Pakistan in particular (Ali, 2010). To 

make its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) attractive to skeptics, China needs to ensure the 

success of its flagship project, CPEC. Trouble along the CPEC would defeat the purpose 

and setback China’s goal of making BRI successful. A peaceful resolution of the conflict 

in Balochistan is in the interests of both Pakistan and China. 

Pakistan is home to numerous diverse ethnic and linguistic groups which have 

had a complex relationship with the state. The ruling establishment has tried to maintain 

unity amongst this mix by imposing a historical narrative that emphasizes religious 

homogeneity instead of embracing the diversity based on other factors(Cohen, 2005; 

Grare, 2013; Kupecz, 2012: Rais, 2011). One of the main reasons for this forced 

imposition is that Pakistan became the first postcolonial state to splinter into two, leading 

to the creation of Bangladesh in 1971(Cohen, 2005). Scholars have referred to this 

phenomenon as the ‘Bangladesh Syndrome’ (Grare, 2013). The main reasons cited for the 

splintering of the country into two are ethno-linguistic differences (Cohen, 2005; Kellas, 

1998). 

 

 After separation from the Bengalis, Pakistan is home to number of distinct 

ethnic groups, and a number of different linguistic groups settled across the country (6 

major and 57 minor (Jan, n.d.)), and a variety of tribal groups (Cohen, 2005; Majeed, 

2009). In past, some ethnic groups launched secessionist movements along ethno-

linguistic lines, which have been witnessed in Balochistan, for Pashtunistanin NWFP 

(presently Khyber Pakhtunkhwa), and for Sindhudeshin Sindh (Cohen, 2005; Majeed, 

2009) due to perceived non-inclusive policies of the state. However, the overall image of 

national policy regarding political socialization of ethnic groups into mainstream political 

processes has a positive impact towards social cohesiveness of state and nation building.  

 

Kellas (1998) defines ethnic nationalism as ‘the nationalism of ethnic groups 

who define their nation in exclusive terms, mainly on the basis of common descent.’ A 

state, where there is no one common or shared identity or culture, feels threatened by 

expressions of ethnic nationalism. The fear can be overcome if the state becomes an 

ethnic nation-state or a social nation-state, or a multinational state which guarantees 

ethnic or social rights to the diverse groups within. Pakistan as an ethnically diverse 

nation fits into this category. It is a nation fearful of the manifestations of ethnically 

motivated articulations of rights and responds by repression instead of an 

acknowledgement of this diversity. This fear has historical roots identified above 

(splintering of the country into two parts) yet ignoring the legitimate grievances of its 

own people, by both the civilian and military governments, has necessarily had disastrous 

consequences. 

Although defining ‘insurgency’ has been problematic the following definitions 

by variousexperts are identified. It is sometimes seen as an “organized movement aimed 

at the overthrow of a constituted government through use of subversion and armed 

conflict”Mockaitis, 2011).
 
Some specialists define it as the “struggle between a non-

ruling group and the ruling authorities in which the non-ruling group consciously uses 

http://www.asc-centralasia.edu.pk/Issue_64/07_Insurgency_Factors_in_Balochistan.html#_ftn3
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political resources (e.g., organizational expertise, propaganda, and demonstrations) and 

violence to destroy, reformulate, or sustain the basis of legitimacy of one or more aspects 

of politics” (Hammes, 2006). Others view it as “an organized armed political 

struggle” with can have motivations ranging from a decrease in the control of the 

government, more political autonomy, or secession from the state (Kundi). 

 This paper analyzes the insurgency, as defined by Hammes (2006), in 

Balochistan by tracing the history of the conflict in an attempt to identify the causes, 

types and effects of the conflict with a view of providing some options or strategies to 

deal with the conflict. The table below gives an overview of the history of ethnic and 

nationalist movements in Pakistan. 

 

Table 1: Ethno-nationalist Movements in Pakistan 

Group Period Location Description 

Bengali 1960s-70 East Pakistan 
Language riots, 1952; dismissal of elected 
governments, regional disparities, army 
behavior, Indian intervention, 1971 

Sindhi 1950s-90s Rural Sindh 

Opposition to Punjabi settlers, 1940s-50s; 
Son of the Soil movement against Mohajirs; 
demographic nationalism, suppression of 
Sindhi language, Indian patronage 

Mohajir 1985-2003 Urban Sindh 

Loss of preeminence in politics, bureaucracy, 
and industry; absence of presence in army; 
loss of identity after migration to Pakistan; 
abandonment of Biharis; punjabization of 
central government; declining role in army 
and civil service, Indian support 

Pashtun 
1947-58 
1973-77 

NWFP 
Reaction to dismissal/resignation of elected 
governments,1947 ad 1973; Afghan 
irredentist movement 

Baloch 

1948, 
1958, 1962 
1973-77 
2004-to date 

Balochistan 

Antiannexation, 1974, and assertion of 
separate statehood; dismissal of elected 
governments, 1973, 1988; received Soviet 
and Afghan support 

Source: Adapted from Cohen (2005) 

 

A. History of the Conflict 

The development of a Baloch identity can be traced back to the pre-colonial 

period when it was highly fragmented. The first attempt at unification occurred in the 18
th

 

century by Nasir Khan. The alliance of the tribes was very weak and led to economic 

problems and the domination by the Pashtuns and Punjabis in the 

neighbourhood(Kupecz, 2012). To effectively control and administer the region, the 

British during the period of colonialism had partitioned Balochistan into seven regions. 

The region was annexed to British India, which was further subdivided into four areas. 

Two of the areas were given to Afghanistan and Iran respectively. The British directly 

ruled one area while the khan of Kalat controlled the remaining area (Entessar, 1979). 

 

Soon after the independence of Pakistan and India,the states of Kharan, Lasbela 

and Makran acceded to Pakistan separately in March 1948, while the khan of Kalat 

declared the independence of the state (PILDAT, 2012).Grare (2013) is of the opinion 
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that the declaration was for all intents and purposes a bargaining position to negotiate a 

settlement with Pakistan in the fields of foreign affairs and defense.Apparently, the two 

were unable to come to any mutually acceptable terms and Pakistan annexed the region in 

1948 (Entessar, 1979; Grare, 2013; &Kundi).The khan’s brother, Abdul Karim, offended 

by his removal from the governorship of Mekran, led a low level insurgency against the 

government demanding autonomy for the province (Kundi, n.d.; PILDAT, 2012) leading 

to the first phase of hostilities in the region. 

There occurred conflicts of various intensities between the military and Balochi 

nationalist in 1948, 1958, 1962, and 1973 and most recently since 2004.The second phase 

of hostilities began in 1958, when the khan of Kalat was arrested by the army on charges 

of defecting from Pakistan (Kundi, n.d.). The grounds of this alleged defection were laid 

down following the new constitutional arrangement of ‘One Unit’ in 1955. The 

arrangement was devised to reduce the numerical domination of East Pakistan but ended 

by aggrieving the smaller units in West Pakistan including Balochistan, NWFP and Sindh 

(Chaudhry, 2011; Waseem, 2010). The khan of Kalat was very vociferous in his 

condemnation of the scheme. His dissension was taken as tantamount to a declaration of 

defection leading to his eventual arrest. The insurgency this time around was led by the 

chief of Jhalawan, Nauroz Khan of the Zarakzai tribe. The insurgency continued till May, 

1959 when Nauroz Khan surrendered as part of a deal brokered by a tribal notable, Doda 

Khan Zarakzai(Kundi, n.d.). The deal was not respected and Nauroz Khan along with his 

sons and three other companions were condemned to hang in 1960.  His sentence was 

converted to life imprisonment and he was sent to Hyderabad jail where he died in 1965 

(Kundi, n.d.). This event led to further resentment in the Balochis against the military in 

particular and the state in general. 

The events of 1962 led to the establishment of a Baloch resistance or the Parari 

guerilla movement, initially, led by Mohammed Marri who formed the militant 

organization Baloch People’s Liberation Front (BPLF) the same year (Grare, 2013). By 

1963, the movement had gained momentumattracting quite a number of followers which 

can be judged by the number of nationalist camps (22) established (Grare, 2013; Kakar, 

2014; Siddiq, 2012). Baloch separatism was at its peak during the inssurection of 1973-

77, that flared up due to the policies of Bhutto. An increasingly alienated and radicalized 

youth began demanding independence from the state of Pakistan. The uprising was 

crushed by military intervention which did not withdraw from the province until General 

Zia-ul-Haq came into power and  

The present phase of renewed violence has its roots in the elections of 2002. The 

government was suspected of rigging the elections.Also the introduction of the eligibility 

criteria for candidates with university degrees or equivalent madrassa degrees prevented 

prominent nationalist leaders from participating in the elections (Grare, 2013).If this was 

an intentional policy then it could apparently have been done to solidify the imposition of 

the state supported idea of religious homogeniety and undermine the nationalist 

sentiments along ethnic lines. Whether or not the consequence was intentionally sought 

(as argued by some analysts), the nationalist parties found themselves at a distinct 

political disadvantage. Unable to form the government in their own province they 

rejected the policy (Grare, 2013). The Baloch nationlaists were further alienated and 

radicalized by selective military operations in and around Marri and Bugti tribes 

(Waseem, 2010). 
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The civilian government made attempts to bring down the tensions in 2008 by 

apologizing to the Balochis for the abuses perpetuated by the state(Grare, 2013; Rais, 

2011). It also proposed the Ahaz-e-Huqooq e Balochistan Package in 2009 that sought to 

address inter alia the issue of the return of political exiles, liberation of jailed poltical 

activists, reform in the federal resources allocation mechanism, army’s withdrawal from 

the key areas in the province, creation of jobs, payment of arrears in gas royalities, a new 

formula to redistribute resources, a poltical dialogue and greater control to the province 

of its own resources (Grare, 2013; Rais, 2011; Waseem, 2010). The package, however, 

was not well received by the nationalist leaders (Grare, 2013) as it did not either did not 

address all the concerns of the leaders or they did not believe that the federal government 

had the political capacity to implement its recommendations (Grare, 2013; Rais, 2011). 

The government needs to work on the trust deficit by initiating a more focused approach 

to the issue of tracing out the missing Baloch activits and insituting judicial inquiries. As 

recently as 2017, the state has made some positive steps with regards to bringing the 

insurgents to the main stream Pakistani society by offering them jobs and a chance for 

reconciliation in return for turning in their weapons. (Braithwaite and D’Costa, 2018). 

This can be seen in the context of CPEC and the interest of China to see peace in the 

region. 

B. Conflict Analysis Tools 

The study has employed the tools of conflict tree and adapted the tool of conflict 

wheel in analyzing the conflict in Balochistan. The conflict tree visualizes the 

relationships between the structural, manifest and dynamic factors and sorts them into 

causes (roots), the core problem (trunk),types and effects (branches) respectively(Mason 

& Rychard, 2005). Instead of using the conflict wheel in its entirety, whereby, it acts as a 

‘meta’ analysis tool, only the actors, issues, causation and the strategies/options have 

been utilized (Mason & Rychard, 2005). The actors have been identified but the tool of 

conflict mapping has not been applied to the situation as the relative significance of each 

nationalist party could not be established with the current data at hand. To do so would 

require a more detailed and in depth study which is beyond the scope of this paper. 

 

C. Actors in the conflict 

Based on the literature review, the main actors that play a major rolein the conflict 

are identified as follows: 

 

1. The Military establishment 

2. The Central State 

3. The Tribes who have openly revolted against the state: Mengal, Marri, Bugti 

4. Non-tribal affiliated Middle Class groups 

 

Table 1.2, although not all inclusive, identifies some of the major nationalist 

parties that are operating in the province. This also includes the Pashtun party in 

Balochistan that seeks an independent province for the population it represents. The 

parties are mostly hardliners who seek the maximalist position of independence from the 

state of Pakistan. Most of the literature reviewed argues that the majority of the Baloch 

population wants more autonomy for the province short of independence (Grare, 2013; 

Rais, 2011). Experts also suggest the movement is highly divided (Akbar, 2014; Grare, 

2006 & 2013; Kupecz, 2012) leading to the conclusion that it is unlikely that movement 

will be able to secure enough momentum to break away from Pakistan. It is, therefore, 
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prudent for the government to address the grievances of the people and provide a political 

solution instead of exercising repressive or suppressive tactics. 

 

Table 2: Some of the Baloch Nationalist Parties and Leaders 

 
Baloch Nationalist 

Parties 
Leaders/ Tribes 

Militant 
Wing 

Views 

1. 
Balochistan Liberation 
Army (BLA) 

Hyrbyair Marri/ Marri  Hardliner 

2. 

Jamhuri Watan Party 
(JWP) split into The 
Baloch Republican 
Party 

Brahamdagh Bugti/ Bugti 
Baloch 
Republican 
Army 

Hardliner 

3. JWP (Talal) Talal Bugti/ Bugti  Hardliner 

4. 
Baloch National 
Movement 

Previously late Ghulam 
Mohammed Baloch 

 Hardliner 

5. The National Party Abdul Malik Baloch  Moderate 

6. 
The Balochistan 
National Party (BNP) 

Akhtar Mengal/Mengal  

previously 
moderate/ 
now 
hardliner 

7. 
The Baloch Student 
Organization (BSO) 

Composition mix – 
Tribal/ middle class 

BSOP-Azad 
faction 

 

8. 
Balochistan People’s 
Liberation Front (BPLF) 

Late Khair Baksh Marri/ 
Marri & Mengal 

 Hardliner 

9. 
Pakistan 
Pakhtoonkhawa Milli 
Awami Party 

Mahmood Khan 
Achakzai 

 

Left-
wing/demand 
of new 
province for 
Pashtuns of 
Balochistan 

10 Lashkar-e-Balochistan JavedMengal/Mengal Militant group Hardliner 

 

The conflict tree employed in fig. 1.1 traces the causes, types and effects of the 

conflict that exists in Balochistan presently. The tree, as mentioned earlier, identifies the 

interactions between the structural, manifest and dynamic factors to understand the 

conflict. The grievances of the Balochis, as articulated by the nationalist parties, are 

identified below as the structural causes or factors generating the conflict. 

D. Grievances of the Baloch Nationalists as Causes of the Conflict 

The conflict in Balochistan can be characterized as a protracted social conflict 

(PSC) which according to Azar occurs, in addition to other factors, due to the 

‘deprivation of human needs’. He is of the opinion that 'grievances resulting from need 

deprivation are usually expressed collectively. Failure to redress these grievances by the 

authority cultivates a niche for a protracted social conflict'. The basic human needs for 

security, development, political access, and identity, he states are non-negotiable and can 

result in ‘irrational,’ violent and intense conflict (Miall, Ramsbotham, and Woodhouse, 

2005). In a protracted social conflict, the parties to the conflict pursue conflict 

maintenance strategies which lead to a further intensification of the conflict instead of 

peace (Azar, Jureidini and McLaurin, 1978, 51). 
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A study of the history of the conflict in Balochistan reveals that the struggle in 

the province has been in pursuit of the needs identified by Azar, namely the needs for 

security, development, political access and identity. The ‘social disintegration,’ identified 

by Galtung (Burton, Chapter 15), manifested as the insurgency has occurred in the 

Baloch society because all of these basic human needs have not been satisfied by the 

state. 

The causes identified below have been discussed to some extent earlier in the paper. 

They are now only highlighted below with explanations made where it is deemed 

necessary or because they have not already been explained. 

Provincial sovereignty 

Repression by the central government 

Since independence, the state has tried to impose unity within the country by 

ignoring the diverse voices clamoring to be heard. The weak economy, 

underdevelopment, non-inclusive political system, and the poor quality of governance in 

Pakistan have led the state to use indiscriminate force to quell dissent in the relatively 

weaker provinces like Balochistan. This has in turn forced the Baloch insurgents to resort 

to violence as a bargaining tool for more provincial political and economic autonomy 

(Watts et al, 2014). In Balochistan there is intense poverty, water scarcity, lack of equal 

employment opportunities, an inequitable distribution of resources, little political access, 

lack of infrastructure development in addition to a myriad of grievances that can be 

addressed by a more inclusive policy of the state. 

  

Weak provincial leadership 

One of the main reasons for the underdevelopment of the province is the apathy 

of the national and local leaders towards the people (Saleem, 2017). They are 

unresponsive to the needs of the local Balochis which perpetuates a sense of injustice and 

keeps the society in a state of protracted social conflict. 

 

Lack of control over natural resources 

The inability of the local leaders to ensure an equal share of the province in the 

profit accrued from the natural resources is one of the major grievances of the Balochis. 

Despite having 68% of the country’s gas reserves and supplying to the rest of the country, 

only four districts in Balochistan receive gas (Saleem, 2017). 

  

Allocation of resources 

Economic discrimination by the state and the non-inclusion of the Balochis in 

the profits accrued from the revenues from natural resourcesand the development of 

Gwadar are some of the grievances causing conflict (Watts et al, 2014). The Baloch have 

always felt that the central government has exploited the people of the region by not 

giving them a fair share in the revenues garnered from the natural resources within 

Balochistan. The Balochis only receive 1/5th of the royalties from the center (Grare, 

2006; Mahsood & Miankhel, 2013). The sharing of resources is not done equitably by the 

center which the Baloch nationalist seek to change. Also, the Balochis feel marginalized 

in the development of the Gwadar port. The local popultion does not have the required 

technical or knowledge skills to benefit from the project (Grare, 2013; Rais, 2011). 
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Fig 1: Conflict Tree of the Causes, Core Problem, Types and Effects of the Conflict 

(Insurgency) in Balochistan 
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Inter-provincial migration 

The CPEC, while bringing in a much needed investment and possibility of 

future development, has also created fears within the local population. The apprehension 

brought about due to the land allocation to non-Balochis with the development of Gwadar 

port may lead to more conflict. The government has allowed non-Balochis to own land in 

Gwadar which has led to the fear by the Balochis that they will be outnumbered by the 

people from other provinces (Grare, 2013). 

 

Incorporation of Pashtun areas into Balochistanwas undertaken in 1971to 

allegedly marginalize the Balochis in their own province by the government of Pakistan 

(Grare, 2013). The Pakistan PakhtunkhwaMilliAwami Party led by the Left-wing 

Mahmood Khan Achakzaihas been demanding a new province for the Pashtuns of 

Balochistan. This might cause frictions between the nationalist Baloch and Pashtun 

population of the province. 

 

Protection of local language and culture 

In carrying forward the debate on protracted social conflict and the role of 

identity needs, the Balochis feel that they are facing cultural discrimination by the other 

communal groups in the country. This is evident by the efforts carried out by the state by 

propagating an imposed narrative of religion to create national solidarity undermining the 

distinct ethnic identities (Cohen, 2005; Grare, 2013; Kupecz, 2012: Rais, 2011). 

 

E. Types of Conflict 

The conflict has manifested itself as ethnic, sectarian, secessionist and militant 

in nature with both sides engaging in violence against the other. 

 

Effects of the Conflict: 

The effects of the conflict have included violent responses from both sides, 

including the government and nationalist elements. The state or military responses have 

ranged allegedly from elimination of the militant organizations through targeted 

assassination campaigns, kidnappings, military operations to ‘kill and dump’ operations 

(Grare, 2103). These actions have purportedly radicalized most of the nationalist 

elements who have become progressively anti-state and pro-independence (Grare, 2013; 

Kupecz, 2012; Rais,2011).The insurgency has become more violent, attacking non-

Baloch settlers, unarmed people and minorities, and targeting gas pipelines, telephone 

exchanges, railway tracks, bridges, power transmission lines, and military and 

government installations (Bansal, 2006; Rais, 2011). Following is a list of some of the 

elements of the conflict which have an impact on each other: 

 

1. State and Military response to secessionism 

2. Insurgency by the local population 

3. Deterioration of the law and order situation  

4. Heavy Economic and Infrastructure loss 

 

The hope of a better and more prosperous future brought in by CPEC has 

already had a positive impact on the insurgency in Balochistan. In April 2017, hundreds 

of militants, in response to the reconciliation efforts by the state, surrendered their 

weapons (Braithwaite and D’Costa, 2018). The common people in the region have begun 

to resent the insurgents as they carry out violence against minorities and innocent people. 
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Braithwaite and D’Costa (2018) in their study contend that the level of support for the 

insurgents is much less now than in the 1990s. This in part is due to the youth of 

Balochistan finding opportunities for education and employment outside the province. 

Secondly, this has led to a shifting of communal loyalties where the youth no longer feel 

the need to perpetuate the insurgency. Rather the desire to engage with the state via 

proposing a charter of demands that includes their demands for “greater provincial 

autonomy, royalty for mineral resources and greater financial benefits for Balochistan” 

(Ali, 2005). This leads one to infer that protracted social conflict can be reduced by 

providing for the basic human needs of security and development. 

Options and Strategies 

Based on the discussion above the paper proposes the following options or long term 

and short term strategies that might be adopted to ensure a reduction in the violence and 

eventual end to the conflict plaguing the province of Balochistan. 

 

Finding a Integrative Political Solution 

Considering the situation, it is highly recommended that, the state instead of 

trying to repress the movement should be more sympathetic to the genuine grievances of 

the people of Balochistan. The Baloch, at present, are not equipped to rule themselves 

independently. Some form of popular participation would need to emerge that would give 

the Baloch political access, security and power. 

 

Acknowledging of the existence of the Multi-ethnic identities and embracing diversity 

The state needs to realize that there is a diversity of ethnicity in the country that 

need not necessarily be antagonistic to the state. Pakistan needs to embrace its ethnic 

diversity and constitute policies that integrate these different identities to build a more 

cohesive nation. 

 

Trust Building between the state and leaders of the nationalist movement 

National solidarity needs to be strengthened in the country by listening to the 

concerns of the different regions and giving them a say in the provincial and national 

decision-making. Flawed national policies have built up a trust deficit between the center 

and the provinces that needs to be addressed on priority. 

 

Holistic Development of the Region with sincerity by the state 

The state needs to address the structural problems in the province with an eye to 

a holistic development in all areas of concern including, education, health, security, 

infrastructure, giving equal opportunities for employment etc. The budget announced by 

the government of Balochistan for the year 2017-2018 has a special mention of CPEC 

related projects worth Rs. 72878.44 million in the water, energy and infrastructure 

sectors. 

 

Inclusion of all elements of society 

The Pakistan government has always focused on co-opting the moderate Baloch 

leaders by integrating them into the provincial and national power structure which has not 

been very successful. The government is accused by the nationalist leaders of installing 

‘manufactured leaders’ in the province(Grare, 2013). In such a scenario, it is proposed 

that unless the major actors and parties in Balochistan are identified and included, 

alongwith leaders at the middle and grassroot level, any strategy to resolve the conflict 
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would not be successful. For this purpose, the approach suggested by Lederach (1997) 

that advocates a bottoms-up approach to the conflict resolution is proposed. For the 

achievement of peace and conflict resolution it is necessary to include the local society in 

the process. 

 

Role of third party in mediating for stability and peace 

Trust building seems to be a task fraught with difficulties. It is recommended 

that third party intervention or mediation may be considered for more acceptable results. 

Mediators who might be acceptable to both sides may be asked to step in to resolve the 

issue. Here the question of sovereignty of state might justly arise. However, the presence 

of observers is not new in Pakistan as the authorities invited the UN in September 2012 to 

investigate the fate of the disappeared persons (Grare, 2013). It seems prudent that in the 

current atmosphere of deep suspicions and distrust a neutral party may help in resolving 

the issue. 

 

Recently, there have been reports (denied by the Pakistani government) of 

dialogue between the Chinese and the Baloch dissident leaders to try to ensure peace in 

Balochistan. The Chinese want to safeguard the huge investment they have made in 

CPEC. It seems probable that the Chinese might indeed already be involved in such a 

process. If they are successful it is in the interest of Pakistan in general and Balochistan 

in particular to have peace. The optimism that CPEC has instilled in the public regarding 

the economic gains it might bring would not be justified unless the people of Balochistan 

get their equal and fair share. 
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