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Abstract 
The focus of the present study is the ongoing war like situation in the 
tribal areas of Pakistan. Pakistan’s army is coping with militant groups 
in these areas adjacent to the war hit Afghanistan. The paper will 
dissect Pakistan’s role in dealing with militant groups, its impact on 
American led war on terror in Afghanistan and Pakistan. The “Exit 
Strategy” of the USA and its implications on both neighboring 
countries. Tribal areas of Pakistan have gained great significance in 
the US led war on terrorism. Pakistan is the chief supporter and close 
non-Nato ally of the USA against Al-Qaeda and its patrons. Therefore, 
at first it was American war but afterward its spill over to the eastern 
neighbor. Consequently, Al-Qaeda, Afghan Taliban and their Pakistani 
ardent in tribal areas traditional auxiliary of Pakistan in former war 
against USSR became foe of both friends- Pakistan and the USA. 
Pakistan is now facing various intense socio, politico, economic and 
security problems are the direct result of this American conflict. The 
present critical scenario stemmed from the reaction of the USA to the 
heinous carnage of 9/11. America placed the blame on Al-Qaeda that 
she masterminded the terrorist act on its soil.  
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I.  Introduction 
 Pakistan, in its sixty years of foreign policy maneuvers, in essence remained close 
ally to the USA, though that friendship experienced many vicissitudes of trust and 
distrust. It was rightly said that Pak- US relations is a marriage of convenience’, 
sometimes enthusiastic friends but some time disenchanted allies. In the continuity of that 
relationships Pakistan joined hands in hands with the USA at the expense of Militant 
offensives, target killings, attacks on logistic tankers and suicide bombings on its security 
forces and civilians. Pakistan is playing key-role in this war against terrorism and has 
received 20 billion dollars from America. It was not utilize for the defense need of 
Pakistan rather was used for operation against terrorism. Even the US statistics show the 
expenditure of 10 billions 90 millions on Iraq and Afghanistan war till august 2010. 
[Siddiqi, I.  (2010)] but the loss of innocent people and threats to Pakistan’s integrity, 
security and sovereignty are incalculable. 
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 FATA (Federally Administrated tribal Areas) has become safe haven and 
comfortable hideout for the on run remnants of Taliban and Al-Qaeda fugitive. The 
rugged terrain area of FATA is about 27,220 square kilometers in size; shares a 600 km 
porous border with Afghan Durand Line. Tehrik –Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and other 
militant groups are active in these terrorist activities in different part of Pakistan. FATA 
and tribal belt is their strong racial, cultural, religious, geographic and economic links 
with Taliban’s in Afghanistan. A highly porous Pak-Afghan border gives them 
opportunity to expand and penetrate their sway inside Afghanistan. NATO forces in 
Afghanistan and security forces in Pakistan have failed in isolating them from Afghan 
Taliban. 
 
 To hold back Pakistan from USA support, Taliban expanded their terrorist 
activities to the settled areas of Pakistan particularly in Pakhtun khaw, Baluchistan, and 
the peaceful province Punjab. Lahore the heart of Punjab has become the prime target of 
those terrorist actions. This mammoth surge of terrorism is posing a great challenge for 
Pakistan government, armed forces and law enforcement agencies. These faceless and 
state less terrorists are presenting a direct threat to the integrity, security and sovereignty 
of Pakistan. 
 
 The question is why Militants are adamant to push back Pakistan from the US led 
war on terror. The answer is the geopolitical significance of Pakistan that is contributing 
a key role in this war against Taliban and Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan. U.S, NATO and 
ISAF troops stationed in Afghanistan are totally dependent for their logistical support on 
the supply line which passes through Pakistan via Khyber Pass. There are other 
alternative routs rather than Pakistan for this land locked Afghanistan. Azerbaijan and 
Uzbekistan can provide other substitute supply routs but they are more precarious and 
unfriendly for the USA than less expensive and less insecure Pakistan rout. The 
Uzbekistan relations with USA are not congenial due to the disagreement over greatly 
worsening situation of human right violation on the part of Uzbek authorities  resultantly 
US had to withdraw her forces from there in 2005 [Innocent, M. (2009)].  The only U.S 
military base in the Central Asian region is now Kyrgyzstan. 
 
 The third alternative rout is passing through Iran that has considerable influence in 
Northern Afghanistan due to her strong racial and religious ties with dominant Tajik 
community. But the prevailing long standing hostility between Iran and America is the 
great impediment in this respect. In this geopolitical and strategic context that offer little 
options for the USA except time tested ally Pakistan. She is able to provide viable 
logistical and military assistance to the USA in Afghanistan. 
 
 The nature of Pak-US relations will heavily depends on the increased level of 
financial assistance for the flood hit state for social and economic agenda particularly in 
2010 to 2011 will determine the future course of events in this area. Condoleezza Rice, 
former Secretary of State, righty observed, “America’s Al-Qaeda policy was not working 
because our Afghanistan policy was not working. And our Afghanistan policy was not 
working because our Pakistan policy was not working ------ Al-Qaeda was both client 
and patron to the Taliban which in turn was supported by Pakistan. Those relationships 
provided Al-Qaeda with a powerful umbrella of protections, and we have to sever them 
[Govt. of USA (2004)]. The USA has to consider Pakistan’s crucial role and rather saying 
do more in disenchanted way she must do more in her policy initiative for Pakistan. 
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Pakistan is the most affected state in this war than any other allied state in terms of 
economic and human losses. 
 
II. History of Pakistan Afghanistan Border 
 History of Pakistan-Afghanistan relations can be attributed to the disagreement 
over Durand Line. It can helps to understand the troubled nature and shaky foundation of 
relations on which areas now rests. ------ In 1893, British civil Servant, Sir Henry 
Mortimer Durand and the ruler Amir Abdul Rehman khan demarcated boundaries 
between Afghanistan and British India that was named as “Durand Line” [Aslam, R. 
(2008)]. The British Government actually wanted to make Afghanistan as a buffer state to 
protect India’s Northwest frontier against Russian armies. 1500 miles long Durand line 
was a political and military expediency that served as a corridor through which armies 
marched [Bashir, A. (1999)]. Ethnic composition of these areas was totally neglected 
while drawing the line of border. Tribes and villages were divided without considering 
there humanitarian bounds and links [Zassis, C. (2007)] But the native Pakhtun tribes on 
both sides ignored the border because conservative and traditionalist Pakhtun wanted 
their region to be governed by their own cherished traditions and customs. 
 
 Since the independence of Pakistan in 1947, the tribal region witnessed criminal 
negligence from successive Pakistan governments. They failed to improve the basic 
amenities and standard of living in the areas, Lack of education and widespread 
unemployment created unrest and promoted conservatism and bigotry. Per-capita income 
of $ 500, some 60% of the population lives below the national poverty line. The overall 
literacy rate is 17.42% compared to 56% nationally.[ Government of NWFP (2005)] 
 
 Moreover, madrassas’ monopolized the educational structure of these tribal 
regions. Unemployed young men recruited by the jihadists. The regions deep ravines and 
isolated valleys became a breeding ground for smugglers and drug traffickers 
[International crisis Group, Asia. (2006)] and terrorists. The mountainous tribal belt 
became a land of rebels; (Yoghistan) [Hyman , A. (2002)] who misused religion 
challenged the writ of the government and earned money by smuggling. 
 
 Relations between Afghanistan and Pakistan have not always been good from the 
very beginning. When Pakistan sought admission in the united nation, Afghanistan cast 
the only dissenting vote [Ziring, L. (1997)]. The main factor was a dispute over the 
Pakhtun tribal areas adjoining both counties. Pakhtun are Afghanistan’s largest ethnic 
group, about 45%, 25% are Tajik, 10% Hazara and Uzbek [Osaman, W.M. (2002)]. 
Despite being a minority in Pakistan, Pakhtun prefer to live in Pakistan than in 
Afghanistan [Katzman, K. (2005)]. Over the decades, many Afghan leaders refused to 
recognize the Durand Line and wanted to annex Pakistan’s Pakhtun-dominated Tribal 
regions, forming a separate independent Pakhtunistan. 
 
III. US and Pakistan 
 Afghan War a joint venture of U.S and Pakistan-- With only a few minor periods 
of discard, Washington and Islamabad were Strategic Partners throughout the cold war. 
But Pakistan evolved from a marginal U.S partner to a pivotal U.S ally in December 
1979, when the Soviet Union involved in Afghanistan [Ahmad, Q.S. (2002)]. In the view 
of US administration, the invasion was a nightmare, just after the seizure of the American 
embassy in Tehran and less than five years after American retreat from Vietnam 
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[Fieldman, G. (2004)]. In Washington, President Jimmy carter’s national Security 
Advisor, a great geopolitician Zbigniew Brzinski proposed a plan to counter the Soviet 
offensive it was initially a nonlethal propaganda, but it soon became a plan to bleed the 
soviets red bear .At this critical juncture Pakistan became a close ally for long-term 
adventure. 
 
 Sharing a long porous border with Afghanistan, Pakistan became the logical and 
strategic choice for launching guerrilla warfare. General Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq, who 
overthrew and later hanged civilian Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, turned down 
carter’s initial offer of 8400 million aid as “peanuts”! [Kux, D. (1993)] General Zia was 
later rewarded with a five years & 3.2 billion military aid and plus permission to purchase 
nuclear capable F-16 fighters previously available only to NATO allies and Japan [Kux, 
D. (2001)]. From 1982 to 1990, the U.S gave over $4 billion in assistance to Pakistan. 
That tremendous bargain was made by American senator Charlie Wilson who played a 
pivotal role to extend an aid to Pakistan and then Afghan Mujahedeen. 
 
 The U.S provided training, coordination and strategic intelligence, the Saudis 
provided money and recruitment of human resource as Afghan Mujahedeen and the 
Pakistan provided its territory as a base for guerrilla warfare operations and fully 
supported Afghan forces [Coll, S. (2004)]. ISI (Inter service Intelligence) Pakistan, CIA 
(Central Intelligence Agency) USA and Saudi Arabia directed the bulk of the money and 
military hardware to radical factions of Jihadis such as Hizb-i-Islami led by Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, who emerged as the most powerful client of ISI [Wenbaurm, M.G. (1991)].   
The Soviet-Afghan war gave another turn to the relations between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, Islamabad viewed the soviet-Afghan war an opportunity to install an 
Islamic government  in Kabul which would be friendly to Pakistan and hostile to atheistic 
Russia which had always been a chief supporter of inimical India. The CIA overlooked 
that the ISI intended to exert its influence over Afghanistan and deny India a chance to 
gain power by supporting their preferred proxies. 
 
 During 1980’s a great change occurred in the religious character of Pakistan. Sunni 
sect was patronized by the USA and Saudi Arabia against communist invasion but 
simultaneously, soon after Iranian revolution Khomeini’s announced that Iranian Shia 
revolution would be exported to the world. Owing to that alarming proclamation, the 
religious scenario in Pakistan underwent a radical change. In Pakistan Sipah-Sahaba was 
created and supported to counter shite expansion. A mushroom growth of Madrassah 
started in FATA with American assistance to counter Iranian influence in the area. In this 
regard, the revelry between Iran and Saudi-Arabia also fuelled sectarian conflict in 
Pakistan. The religious elements used the Afghan war as a sectarian dominance. 
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Table 1  Sectarian Violence in Pakistan  
Year Incidents Killed Injured 
1989 67 18 102 
1990 247 32 328 
1991 180 47 263 
1992 135 58 261 
1993 90 39 247 
1994 162 73 326 
1995 88 59 189 
1996 80 86 168 
1997 103 193 219 
1998 188 157 231 
1999 103 86 189 
2000 109 149 NA 

Source: Constructed from media reports. 
 
Figure 1  Sectarian Violence In Pakistan 
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  On the contrary, Madaris were erected in FATA by Saudi-American liaison were 
aimed at military cause, intent to indoctrinate Muslim youths in radical interpretations of 
Islam. Radical Islam persuades a Muslim youth to wage a holy Jihad against the infidels. 
The infidel and heathen was also available—the communist Russia. It is estimated that in 
1971 only 900 Madaris existed in all of Pakistan. By 1988, that number had swelled to 
8,000 with another 25,000 unregistered [Rehman, T. (2005)].  
 
Table 2  Type and Number of Madrasas in Pakistan 

Name Sub-sect Place Date Established 
Wafaq ul madaris Deobandi Multan 1959 
Tanzim ul madaris Barelvi Lahore 1960 
Wafaq ul madras Shia Lahore 1959 
Rabta tul-Madaris Jammat-i-islami Lahore 1983 
Wafq-ul-Madaris-al- Salefia  Ahl-i-hadith Faisalabad 1955 

Source: Tariq Rehman, “Madrassas: religion poverty and the potential for violence in Pakistan” (in) IRRI journal 
Vol. v, No.- Winter 2005, P. 28. 
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Table 3 In 1988 the Number of Madrassas  

Sub-sects Numbers
Deobandi 1779 

Braelvi 717 
Ahl-I-hadith 161 

Shia 47 
Shia Jammat-I-Islami 97 

Total 2801 
Source: Tariq Rehman, “ Madrassas: religion poverty and the potential for violence in Pakistan” (in) IRRI journal 
Vol. v, No. ],- Winter 2005, P. 28. 
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Table 4 Increase in the Madrassas Between 1988 and 2000 in Percentage  
Sub-sects Percentage
Deobandi 6% 

Barelvi 90% 
Ahl-l-hadith 93% 

Shia 53% 
Others Not known 
Total 36% 

Source: Tariq Rehman, “Madrassas: religion poverty and the potential for violence in Pakistan” (in) IRRI journal 
Vol. v, No. ],- Winter 2005, P. 28. 
 
Figure 4 Increase in the Madrassas between 1988 and 2000 In Percentage. 
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Sources: Abbas Rashid, “Role of the Madrassahs”, Dawn (25 December 1997); and see Zahid Hussain, 
“Pakistan: Hostage to the Mullahs”, Newsilne (May 1992), pp. 28-32. A.Z Hilali, “US Pakistan Relation Soviet 
Invention of Afghanistan, ASHGATE, USA, 2005, p.216  
 
 U.S relations with Islamabad congealed soon after the signing of Geneva Accords 
in April 1988, which ratified the official terms of Soviet withdrawal. In 1990, US 
Ambassador to Pakistan Robert Oakley went to Islamabad to deliver a stern message that 
America would institute sanctions against Pakistan under the Pressler Amendment of 

Table-5   Religious Institution in Pakistan, 1980-1988 
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1985. The Amendment specified that no military equipment or technology was to be sold 
to the country unless President Reagan could certify that Pakistan did not have a nuclear 
device. 
 
 After Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan America imposed sanctions on 
Pakistan, ISI decided to redirect proxy methods employed against Soviets toward 
Kashmir. By 1992, Afghanistan Soviet-installed regime collapsed and gave way to civil 
war. A quite unfamiliar leadership emerged on Afghan war torn scenario—Taliban led by 
Mullah Muhammad Omar, a Sunni Pakhtun. 
 
 Taliban made a clean sweep against the anarchy of war lords in the post Russia 
Afghanistan. They installed their government in the 70 to 80 percent of the country. 
Northern alliance led by Ahmad Shah Massaud, with the support of Russia and Iran 
presented a stiff resistance to the complete control of Taliban in Afghanistan. The Taliban 
captured Southern city of Kandahar in winter 1994, and seized Kabul in 1996 [Davis, A. 
(1998)]. Pakistan would be one of three countries to formally recognize the Taliban as the 
official government of Afghanistan. Throughout the 1990’s Washington put no pressure 
on Taliban’s biggest benefactors Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. The region remained the 
periphery of U.S policymaking.  Pakistan recognized Taliban Government without any 
delay. Owing to their extremely orthodox view of Islam and tunnel vision of the world, 
they were condemned vigorously by the world community. Pakistan was in a difficult 
situation when she had to respond after 9/11 that either to join international coalition to 
fight against Al-Qaeda and Taliban or continue to support Taliban government in 
Afghanistan to safeguard her national interests. Taliban government in Afghanistan 
refused to hand over Osama bin Laden to American which was the only demand of 
America after 9/11. 
 
 Pakistan’s specific connection with the Taliban regime and perceived strategic 
interests in Afghanistan placed the government of Pakistan in a difficult Position. 
Pakistan decided to support US and in this way once again Pakistan become chief ally of 
America in this “operation enduring freedom” [Kronstdt, K.A. (2003)]. 
 
 In return for Washington repealed previous sanctions, a five-year aid package 
worth & 3 billion was settled and the forgiveness of outstanding debts to the U.S and 
other western nations, in return, Pakistan would allow her air bases, staging war activity 
and over flight support, for all U.S aircraft for the war in Afghanistan . Pakistan also 
allow American access to her naval bases and airports, provide intelligence sharing and 
cooperation, withdrew her support for the Taliban and purge the religious extremists from 
upper level of military and nuclear facilities. After toppling Taliban Government, 
American withdrawal of her special operations forces and CIA paramilitary operatives 
who were putting for Osama bin Laden made FATA a safe haven for on run Taliban and 
other terrorist groups. Bush administration deployed all these forces in Iraq. That was a 
visible wrong decision on the part of US administration that consequently bleak the 
chances of victory in Afghanistan and later on it was proved. 
 
IV. Militancy in Pakistan 
 Islamic militancy has been a menace to Pakistani society throughout the post 2001 
period. FATA had once provided fertile recruiting ground for foot soldiers waging jihad 
against Soviet Union in the 1980s. Afghan Crisis wielded great impact and effects in 
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breadth and width on the history, politics, economy, culture and outlook of the people in 
FATA, North West frontier province and Balochistan. The coordination, sophistication 
and frequency of suicide bombing that increase sharply in 2007, continued to grow in 
Pakistan. The incident of terrorism in Pakistan since 2007 was more than the previous 
years that placing the country second in the word on such a scale, after Iraq. Only two 
suicide bombing were reported in Pakistan in 2002, that number grew to 80 in 2009. 
Pakistan police have proven unable to deal with suicide attacks.  

 
Table 6  Fidayeen (Suicide Squad) Attacks in Pakistan 

Year Incident Killed Injured 
2002 02 20 74 
2003 02 67 103 
2004 07 84 319 
2005 04 83 219 
2006 07 159 351 
2007  56 738 1786 
2008 59 884 1823 
2009 80 963 2241 
2010 335 1205 - 

Source: http://www.satp.org/satporgtp/countries/pakistan/database/ Fidayeenattack.htm.12.03.2007 
 
Figure 5  Fidayeen (Suicide Squad) Attacks In Pakistan 
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 Militant groups in Pakistan have increased there levels of coordination and 
planning. According to US secretary of defense gates, Al-Qaeda, the Taliban, The 
Haqqani network, Gulbaddin Hekmat Yar, and other affiliated groups are all working 
together in safe heaven on the Pakistan side of the Durand Line [Kronstdt, K.A. (2009)]. 
 
 As earlier said, FATA, 27, 220 square kilometers in size, shares a 600 km, border 
with Afghanistan [Abbas, H. (2006)] with a predominantly Pashtun population of 3.17 
million [Khan, B. (2006)]. The Pakistan’s tribal land consists seven parts called 
“agencies” Bajour, Mohamnd, Khyber, Orakzai, Kurram, North and South Wazirstan 
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[Zissis, C. (2007)]. Neglected for decades, FATA is one of Pakistan, poorest region with 
high poverty and unemployment. Its economy is dependent on smuggling, some 60% of 
the population lives below the national poverty line. Per capita public development 
expenditure is one third of national average. The overall literacy rate is 17.42% compared 
to 56% nationally. Each of Pakistan’s seven tribal agencies are administered by a political 
agent, who secures tribal loyalties, maintains control through the colonial era Frontier 
Crimes Regulation, who answer directly to the Governor of NWFP and who answer to 
the president of Pakistan. But over the past several years, these rational tribal 
arrangements have been slowly breaking down. According to Dr. Mehsaud Alam; there 
were three pillars of tribal belt. First collective security, Second jirga and the 3rd lashkar. 
First of all our government abolished collective security and then jirga and now ended 
lashkar. The mutilated bodies of more than 150 pro-government tribal elders have been 
found in FATA’s scattered hamlets. Terrorists expanded where security is thin, and offer 
their own brand of Islamic state. Poverty, poor education and extremist sentiments have 
empowered militant group with whom the Paksitani Taliban, which increasingly controls 
large swathes of FATA and parts of NWFP, comprises a number of militant groups 
loosely united under the Deobandis Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TIP) [International Crisis 
Group Asia. (2005)] that have attacked not just state and western targets, but shia 
community as well. Their expanding influence is due to support from long established 
Sunni extremist networks, based primarily in Punjab, which have served as the army 
[International Crisis Group Asia. (2009]. Jihads’ elements in Pakistan were the proxies in 
Afghanistan since the 1980s were mostly Punjab based radical Deobandis Groups like the 
Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan (SSP) and its offshoot Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LJ) provide weapons, 
recruits, finances and other resources to Pakistani Taliban groups. The terrorist activities 
expanded manifold when the remnants of Taliban and Al-Qaeda penetrated in FATA. 
They established 157 training camps along the tribal region and have more than 400 
support locations in the tribal areas [Roggio, B. (2008)]. The security situation in each of 
FATA’s seven tribal agencies has grown worse in the past few years. 
 
 Consequently, various militant groups gained power to maneuver among of them 
one militant group that operates in the Bajaur Agency, as well as North-west Frontier 
Provinces, Swat valley is Tehreek-e-Nifaz-e-Shariat-e-Muhammadi (TNSM) headed by 
Moulana Fazal Ullah. In 2007 TNSM prevented children from getting polio vaccines, as 
they considered them to be a western plot to sterilize Muslim [Bennet, O. and Jones.  
(2008)]. In April 2008 TNSM tried to impose Shariah law. These initiatives exposed 
TNSM intensions in the region.  TNSM was very much vocal against the democracy, 
judiciary, Government of Pakistan and its established institutions and began their 
advancement to capture other areas in then NWFP. Those provocative proclamations and 
aggressive initiatives led Pakistan to launch a military operation in Malakand district. By 
August and September 2008, Pakistani security equipped with heavy artillery and 
gunship helicopters killed dozens of militants. The aerial bombardment displaced 
200,000 locals [International Crisis Group Asia, (2009b)]. After curtailing the aggressive 
posture of TNSM, on 16 February, 2009, NWFP’s Awami National party (ANP) led 
government made a peace deal, devised by the military, with the TNSM. The government 
agreed to impose Sharia (Islamic Law) in NWFPs. 
 
 In June 2002, Pakistani army moved a division of troops in to Tirah valley in 
Khyber Agency and Para Chinar in Kurram Agency to prevent fleeing Al-Qaeda 
operatives [BBC News, (2002, June 18)]. Khyber Pass is the tribal agency through which 
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75% of U.S NATO provisions supplies moved to the troops fighting in Afghanistan 
[Abbas, H. (2007)]. Pakistan has stationed 70,000 soldiers [Editorial, The Dawn (2004, 
April 02)]. In March 2004, the military launched a major search and destroy operation in 
South Waziristan. It was misperceived that a quick, surgical strike against the foreign 
terrorists and their local allies would succeed. Officials claimed that the decision was 
taken when tribal elders failed in abstaining tribesmen harboring militants [Tohid, O. 
(2004, April)]. On the one hand, the political administration was negotiating with 
tribesmen; on the other hand, the army deployed troops in Angor Adda, Azam warsak, 
Kalusha and Shakai areas that are transit points for militants crossing into Afghanistan 
[Editorial, The Nation/The Dawn (2004, February 21]. The march 2004, Kalusha 
operation concentrated on a 50-sq km near Wana, South Wazirstan District headquarters, 
around the villages of shin warsak, daza gunda, kasusha, ghaw khawa and Kari kot. 
Beginning in 2004, the Pakistan Army moved between 80,000 to 120,000 solders into 
FATA and about 20,000 into NWFP’s swat valley. Over a thousand Pakistani soldiers 
have been killed in confrontations with militants. One soldiers told the BBC, “This is a 
country where soldiers are slaughtered. Their bodies may be found, but not their heads 
[Khan, M.I. (2007)]. 
 
 The TNSM’s cadres have recovered lost ground and established his faction in 
Swat. The other group Lashkar-e-Jhangvi is now operating in FATA. In November 2008, 
a U.S missile strike killed Rashid Rauf, a British Al-Qaeda Operative, the suspected 
mastermind of the 2006 Al-Qaeda plot to blow up passenger airlines in London. In 
FATA’s Khyber agency, the Lashkar-e-Islami a Deobandi extremist group and the 
Barelvi militant Ansar-ul-Islam run competing Shariya courts and have engaged in 
violent sectarian conflict. The Lashkar-e-Islami kidnapped 16 Christens from Peshawar 
and detained them in Khyber agency. After negotiation with local administration they 
were released. But this incident heightened insecurity among non-Muslims [Hussain, Z. 
(2008, July)]. 
 
 The tribal agencies of kuram and Orakazi, with their large Shia populations, have 
become a focal point for Sunni extremists and provide convergence of Pakistani Taliban 
groups. The lower kuram valley is under the control of Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan that is 
stronger base than the SSP’s birthplace of Jhang district in Punjab [Editorial, Daily Times 
(2007, November 19)].  Sectarian conflict in Kuram has taken on tribal dimensions, to 
turis and the Sunnis of the Bangash tribe escalated their conflict in 2007. According to 
one report, more than 1,500 people have been killed and 5,000 injured since then 
[Editorial, The News (2008, September 02]. 
 
 Shia is also targeted in Orakzai agency, where the SSP has expanded its presence. 
The Orakzai Taliban are using the platform of the JUI-F to promote the agenda of the 
SSP [Editorial, The Nation (2008, October 16)] in Orakzai agency, where it has expanded 
its presence. Talibanization spreading well into NWFP some settled districts have been 
an upsurge of sectarian violence including Bannu, Kohat and Dera Ismail Khan. The 
adjoining province of Baluchistan is also facing hundred -headed problem of radicalism, 
sectarianism and Talibanization. According to the Pakistan institute of peace studies, 
there were 682 terrorist sectarian attacks in Baluchistan in 2008 for the killing of 
nationalist. 
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V.  Conclusion  
 Holistic, enlightened and integrated efforts are essential for the eradication of 
terrorism. Eradication of poverty, overhauling of Madrassah education, quality education 
in schools are the measured which should be taken in economic and educational fields 
withdrawal of foreign forces and of the role of different agencies in the region, 
strengthening of democratic institutions in Pakistan and Afghanistan and democratization 
and empowerment of the people of agencies and tribal belts are the steps which are 
essential for the peace of the region. Above all these the most important thing is the 
intension of the big players of this great game that is going to be played with international 
design in this area. U.S officials said that Pakistan and Afghanistan are best considered as 
a single “problem set” into context of U.S interest. 
 
 In January 2009, facing growing India and International pressure, the PPP 
government cracked down on militant Jihadi groups, closing down training camps, 
schools, libraries, Madrassah and extremist websites and arrested 124 suspected militant 
under the Anti-terrorism. 
 
 Law enforcement must be proactive, and focus not only on the banned groups and 
terror suspects. Poor governance has given rise to economic hardships and frustration 
mounting greater radicalization. Pakistan should take a direct control of its border areas 
by improving governance and creating economic and educational opportunities 
throughout the country. Those who are the perpetrators, organizers, financiers and 
sponsors of terrorism must be handled with iron fist but also discourage those clerics, 
politicians, journalists and others who promote violence, sectarianism, violation of law, 
and constitution. For example Amir Liaqat Hussain declared on GEO TV channel that 
killing minority Ahmadi Sect was a religious duty for all Muslims. Within 48 hour two 
prominent Ahamdis were murdered [Petraeus.  (2009, January 09)]. The Musharraf 
government’s Madras Reform Project (MRP), launched in 2002 by the education ministry 
and terminated in 2008, reached only 507 out of more then 8,000 registered seminaries 
[Farooq, U. (2008, July)]. 
 
 The PPP led government announced that it would establish a Madras regulatory 
authority to oversee the working of seminaries. Indeed, the Bhutto and Sharif 
governments attempted at curtailing Islamist radicalism in 1995, and 1997-98. 
Respectively were more through than Musharaf’s did exactly, because they relied on 
civilian law enforcement agencies and courts rather than military. While the challenge 
today is greater as a senior bureaucrat in the Punjab argued, “we are a long way from 
returning to the late nineties situations. U.S NATO long presence in Afghanistan also 
contributed in the increase of violent situation.   
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