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Abstract 
Bawaria Hindu Tribe is an ancient nomadic hunter tribe of Cholistan. 

They are son of the soil whose forefathers were primarily cultivators 

residing on the banks of the lost river Sarsvati. With the dried up of the 

river this area was deserted through desertification process and left 

only grazing land. Cholistan is a cradle of great Indus civilization and 

the Bawaria of Cholistan are representative of this civilization. Though 

nationalization has affected their culture. However, they are still 

staunch follower of their centuries old cultural traditions. Some works 

are available on Cholistan. However, culture of Cholistani Hindus has 

been ignored by the Anthropologists and cultural historians. Not a 

single work is available on Bawaria tribe of Cholistan. The author 

developed survey instrument to gather information on Bawaria culture. 

Group discussion and individual Bawaria were interviewed to collect 

the data. The survey was conducted in Cholistan’s Union Council and 

Bawaria’s colonies. Total 30 persons were interviewed. Thus this 

paper is primarily based upon oral history and observations. It deals 

particularly with cultural anthropology of Bawaria tribe of Cholistan. 

 

Keywords:  Cholistan; Bawaria Tribe; Pakistani Tribes: Rajput Tribes, Pakistani 

Society, Ritual and Customs 

 

I. Introduction: Origin of Bawaria Tribe 
 According to Sherring (1872) Bawaria Tribe was a very rude tribe in the days of 

British rule in India. They lived in Jungle having primitive habits and leading a 

precarious life. Sherring further adds that, their practice in raising crops is peculiar. 

Before the rainy season commences, Timber is cut down in the forest, burnet and reduced 

to ashes. When seed is sown, the ashes are scattered over the ground together with it. 

This method of cultivation is called Bawaria, from which word the tribe appears to have 

received its designation. (Sheering, 1872: 385-386) The harvest of grain which is reaped 

maintains the tribe only for a few months. For the rest of the time they are dependent on 

the flesh of animals and the roots of the trees. It should be added here that the Bawaria 
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method of cultivation is pursued by some of the aboriginal tribes of India. Sir Denzel 

Ibbetson has divided Bawaria into three groups: firstly, Janglia or Kalkamlia who 

belonged to Ferozpur and Sirsa (India) and their women wear black blanket, secondly, 

Bidwati of Bikaner who do not eat dead animals and are criminals by nature. Thirdly, 

Kapria of Delhi also a criminal tribe. To Sir Denzel Ibbetson, Labana are cultivators 

while Kapria Gurmia and Gadera are non-cultivators. (Ibbetson, 1970: vol. I. 1696). 

 

 The Bawria of Cholistan does not fall into any category mentioned by Ibbetson. 

They are neither criminal nor rude but innocent and polite. Professionally they are 

cultivator and found of hunting. Their culture is similar to Rajasthani culture and they 

themselves claims to be Rajasthani and an ancient Cholistani. (Luxam ram, 2012) In fact 

present Hindu tribes of Cholistan particularly Bhil and Bawaria are the scion of those 

ancient Hindu tribes who once resided on the banks of River Sarsvati. They were 

cultivators by profession but later on when the river dried up they scattered in Cholistan 

started hunting and became shepherded. Perhaps they were the people whom Mehmood 

of Ghazna met in Cholistan while he was on the way to Somnath According to Malik 

Muhammad Din, on his way back to Ghazni Mehmood passed through the Bahawalpur 

deserts where his army suffered greatly. To him the following story, told in the Jami-ul-

Hakyat, has every appearance of truth. Two Hindus offered themselves as guides and led 

the way three days into a desert where there was neither water nor grass, and then told 

Mehmood that they had been commissioned by their chief to lead him astray. 

(Muhammad Din, 2001: 32) Bawaria’s first mention may be seen in the pages of history 

when Akbar attacked on Chitor. Then Bawaria and Bhil tribes were regarded as skilled 

and professional bowmen and Bandukchis (Tod, 1920: vol. I. 380-383) who fought in the 

army of Jaimal and phatta against Akbar. Later on they were scattered in Alwar, 

Bikanari, Mewar and the Punjab. When Man Singh was wounded in the battle of Ujjain, 

he was escaped with the help of a Bawaria. (Ibid. vol. III. 1696). 

 

 In 1896-97 large number of poor Hindu Tribes moved from Bikaner, Jaisalmir and 

Judhpur to Bahawalpur state due to the feminine there (Muhammad Din, 2001: 92). 

Among these refugees there were number of Bawaria who scattered in Cholistan. Again 

in 1904 about two thousand Bawaria emigrated from the Punjab to Bahawalpur. (Ibid. 

304); Sherring (1870: 386); James Tod (1920: vol.III. 1696) and Ibbetson’s (1970: 76-77)
 

claims that Bawaria were criminal may be true to some extent, for certain period. When 

there was famine in Jaisalmir and Bikaner then they indulged in criminal activities due to 

lack of food. But it is Truism to say that soon they became shepherds and cultivators. 

Before partition of India, Bawaria moved here and there in Cholistan in search of water, 

fodder and hunting. After creation of Pakistan the organized Hindu minority in the ex-

state of Bahawalpur who were economically, educationally and politically advance and 

dominated the whole business of the state and occupied many offices of the state left 

Bahawalpur for India. However depressed classes of Hindus who lived in Cholistan did 

not migrate.  

 

II. Rituals / Customs 
A. Dress / Jewelry and Tatoo 

 Cholistani Bawaria is originally from Rajasthan so there life style is still 

Rajasthani. Men wear Dhoti and Kameez while women dress is ghagra and Choli. If 

daughter in law wish to sear other dress she has to get permission from her father in law 
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(Laxman Ram, 2012) married female wear half-sleeves and virgin wear full sleeves. 

Women dress is colorful and attractive. Cholistani Bawaria women are found of Jewelry. 

In local language these are Choray, Chorian, Hassi, Nathli, Karian, Tika, Chakan. 

(Ibbetson, 1970: 77) Silver Jewelry is common among Bawaria women. Every woman 

has one kg. Silver Jewelry. This is common among Bawaria women to borrow Jewelry 

form other women whenever they needed to attend wedding ceremonies. 

 

B. Tattoo 

 Besides Jewelry Tatoo practice is also common in Bawaria women to look 

beautiful and prominent among other women of the Tribe. Generally at the inner corner 

of the left eye, left cheek and chin are tattooed. Tattoo is made of black ink of backing 

pan (Tawa) and milk of She-Goat. (Mushki Ram, 2012) 

 

C. Language 

 Bawaria speak Marwari language and they name it Parsi. (Ram Chand, 2012) 

They do not have any Literature in Marwari language. They just speak and understand 

this language but cannot read or write. Their language seems to be mixture of Marwari 

and Rajasthani language.  

 

D. Hunting 

 Bawaria tribe is traditional hunter tribe. They hunt the pigs, wild cat, fox, jackal 

and few reptiles with old age techniques and tools. For example they hunt the pig with 

the help of trained dogs and poora (spear), nets for catching jackals, wild cats and fox. 

For reptiles they pour water into their hole. For hunting pig they go to jungle or fields of 

sugar-cane. They follow foot print of pig and reached to the pig making a circle to kill it 

with their pooras. This is a team work. They are so brave and expert that when they find 

pig within their target they at once attacked it with poora and sticks before pig attacked to 

them. If they find kids then they do not kill it and bring it with them at their home and 

deals like other domestic animals at home. They reserved these kids for marriage feast or 

to sell it at the hands of other Bawaria.  

 

 For jackals, fox and wild cats they use Kuraaka (nets). They select an area and fix 

many Kurraka there. Every day they check it and get some things there. To catch reptiles 

Bawaria go to Cholistan in a team format. Then they scattered in different area and try to 

locate the holes. They pour water into the hole or insert smoke by closing other exits. 

When reptiles get irritation from smoking or water it try to come tut but finds all exits 

closed except one. Sometime Bawaria kills it and other time catch alive. If alive they 

bring it back to home and they eat it whenever they needed. Porcupine is killed at the spot 

due to its long poisonous thorns. Iguanas and other reptiles are also catch with the same 

technique. They break backbone of iguanas and keep it to their bags. They eat it and get 

oil from its fat. Female offer Choori (mixture of bread and Butter) to her husband for 

energy. Its oil is also used as treatment of somebody problems. It is said that more than 

85% Bawaria go to hunting. (Ibid). 

 

E. Crime Rate 

 It has been observed that more than 80% Bawaria are addicted to alcohol and 

smoking. Even their women smoke cigarettes. Particularly on the occasion of Holi, 

Dewali and marriage parties they drink locally prepared wine. But not a single complaint 
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has been registered against Bawaria at any police station, nor is a single Bawaria behind 

the bar. Ibbetson (1970: 73-74) and Tod
 
(1920: vol. III. 1696) are agreed that Bawaria 

were habitual criminal. Ibbetson wrote that Bawaria offer Halwa and chragh to Devta 

Naarsingh for his blessing in criminal activities. It is true that Bawaria after century 

could not control their habit of eating haram then how they control their habit of criminal 

activities? It may be suggested that in the past when there was famine in the neighbor 

states of Jaisalmir, Bikaner and Jodhpur in 1891-1895.Bawariamigrated to Punjab and 

Bahawalpur. Here they became involved in criminal activities. That is the reason they 

were registered as criminal in the reports of British authorities. But soon they realized 

that they were depressed Hindus and thus nobody will help them against police. This fear 

may be a reason of their get rid of criminal habits. 

 

F. Food 

 It is to be noted that Hindus are almost vegetarian and to kill the animal or bird just 

for the sake of meat is considered a great sin. Contrary to this Bawarias are hunter. There 

is no concept of Halal and Haram in Bawaria. They kills animal by jhatka (Non Islamic 

way of slaughtering animal or birds) and eat after cooking it. It is said in the past Bawaria 

ate flesh of dead animals. (Ibbetson, 1970: 73-76) A Bawaria representative explained it 

by saying that when there was famine and they were wondering in the desert their 

forefathers were forced to eat whatever they got. Form that time they started to eat 

everything by making no difference between Halal and Haram. (Mushki Ram, 2012). 

 

 Bawaria have no specific time for meal. They take meal when they needed. They 

like to eat pig, he-got, sheep, chicken, wild cat, fox, jackal and some reptiles. These 

special dishes are prepared at least twice in a month. Bawaria eat pig with great pleasure, 

because they believe that by eating pig they would be saved from black magic and 

demons attack. (Ram Chand, 2012) To Bawarias wild cat and fox are rich in taste. 

Particularly the meat of wild cat is very rich in taste and has no alternative said Bawaria 

representative. They are also found of Soji-halwa prepared with Desi Ghee. (Alishba, 

2012). Today’s Bawaria do not eat dead animals because they know that people hate them 

due to this activity. However they are fail to give up Haram animals mentioned in the 

foregoing pages. Besides, they like all type of Pakistani food. 

 

G. Family system 

 Bawaria tribe has very strict family traditions. They follow joint family system 

where father or elder brother ( in case of father’s death) is regarded as head of the family. 

All married and un-married sons and un-married daughters live in the same home. Head 

of the family is responsible to keep them unite by solving all the domestic problems. 

Daughter-in-law is not allowed to sit in charpai in the presence of elders like father in 

law and brother in law. Head of the family can impose any condition on family members 

for example if he orders not to eat chicken meat, the family will obey his order and will 

never eats chicken even after his death. Similarly if four brothers are living in the same 

house with their families, they are not allowed to draw a wall for separation even if they 

have no good relations with other members of the family. 

 

H. Panchayat System 

 Bawaria leads very peaceful and gentle life. They are neither criminal nor indulged 

any sort of quarrels. They never go to police station to solve their family or tribal disputes 
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because they have their own panchayat system. Panchayat is their court of justice of 

which judgment is always obeyed by all Bawarias. Their panchayat is consisted on elders 

of the tribe. Whenever there is any problem or dispute panchayat is held on certain place 

where problem is discussed at length and attempt is made t arrive at a true conclusion. In 

case of dispute both parties are allowed to present their view point. In the past, guilty was 

punished severally. Piece of hot iron was put on his/her tongue. Fine and punishment is 

depending upon the nature of the crime. In particular cases guilty is handed over to 

victimized family. (Paimla Ram, 2012). Kasam (oath) is also practiced by holding tail of 

cow in the presence of other Bawarias to prove accused an innocent. The Kassam by 

holding branches of Pipal under Pipal Tree is not practiced in Cholistani Bawaria Since 

there is no Pipal tree in Cholistan. If judgment of the panchayat is not obeyed by any 

party they are boycotted by the whole tribe and thus this family suffers a lot. 

 

I. Family Festivals 

 In Hinduism almost sixteen rituals are performed from birth to death. They believe 

that only that person will go to heaven whose death ceremony is performed by his son. 

Hindu women go to Kashi Mander in India for having son. (Jalal Puri, 2010: 16) Though 

Bawaria welcomes both son and daughter however they prefer son instead of a daughter. 

At the birth of a son Aunt (Father’s sister) of the newly born baby beats a plate of 

coperthaal and thus makes an announcement of the birth of a baby. The word oom is 

written with honey on the tongue of a baby. (Mushki Ram, 2012) After 3 or 4 days 

parents of the baby go to pandit to suggest the name. In case of first baby in a family the 

parents do not go to pandit and name of grandmother is given to the baby. They believe 

that the soul of those persons will move to the body of the baby. No matter grand-father 

or grand-mother are alive or dead. The first baby is brought up with great care and 

affection. (Paimla Ram, 2012). 

 

 After 4 or 5 days baby is bathed and fire is set-up. Women pour Ghi into the fire. 

Women sing a Bhajan (religious songs),(Ibid). Then father offer a he-goat for Khaitarpal 

Devta. This is necessary ritual to be performed within a week to prevent the baby form a 

great loss. On the  occasion of Khaitarpal relative present gift to the baby and they are 

served with sweet. Bawaria do not have circumcision. Though some Hindus not allow 

widow to enter that house where baby is born but this is not practiced in Cholistani 

Bawarias. 

 

J. Marriage  

 Because of certain reasons there is common trend of early marriage in Bawaira 

tribe. However, some marry their Children at the age of 14-18. They practice arrange 

marriage but few cases of love marriage has been reported. There is no concept of cousin 

marriage. They regarded them as their real sisters. Before marriage both parties, parents 

of boy and girl, perform a Rasam called Sagai (commitment). Parents of the boys along 

with closed relatives go to girl’s house and Rs. 11 is given to the girl as a token of final 

selection. As return parents of a girl do the same and Lungi or Safa is present to the boy 

selected for their girl. Bawaria are strict in their commitment. There is no concept of 

breaking the commitment. They do not sell their daughter but Rasm-e-Watta-Satta is 

practiced. After Sagai both girl and boy are not allowed to have any contact. 
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 After Sagai when parents go to fix the date for marriage they request the Pandit for 

Mohrat(Best Date). Pandit decides the date. Marriage ceremony is started one week 

before the date fixed for marriage. Both bride and groom started to keep an iron stick 

with them to keep them safe from any sort of danger particularly demon attack and witch 

crafts. Bride and groom begin to use different type of products to have a fair color. In the 

night relatives are assembled to make the occasion happy by singing songs and Bhajan. 

Before one day of the marriage day Jaga (sleepless night) is practiced on the both sides. 

They did not sleep for a single moment and remains busy in singing songs and drinking 

wine. This jaga is practiced both by men and women separately. 

 

 Before departure of Barat groom wear colourful dhoti and long maxy of dark pink 

color. He also wears Pagri (Tarban) of 10 meter unstitched cloth. Almost same maxy is 

worn by the bride. He also holds a decorated iron stick to prevent himself from ghost, 

demons and witches. He holds a ladies bag in his arm. Relative women come forward and 

give some rupees as a token of love and affection. Before departure, after preparation, 

Bawaria practice Jhomar around the Devi to have her blessings. This Jhomar has been 

observed for four hours without break. After Jhomar meal is served to the Baraat. It is 

strange that Bawaria invite the whole tribe on this occasion and do not care for financial 

problems. A crowed of large number of people may create problem of food and 

accommodation but Bawaria still holding this ancient practice of their tribe. 

 

 It is interesting to note that they don’t send invitation card but they themselves 

distribute a few amount of yellow colored rice to each person. In this way they go door to 

door. If someone is absent they put little rice on his door as a token of invitation. If there 

is a long distance between the groom and bride’s house, then they use to go by tractor-

trolly. They also bring with them pig or he-goat to have feast at bride’s house. 

Baraatreaches at the Bride’s house with great pump and show but they do not go to 

bride’s house directly but stay at the nearest house of their relatives. Here they are served 

with sweet and drink by the close relatives of the bride. Then marriage ceremonies are 

started there. Usually Baraat arrives at the Bride’s house in the evening. 

 

 By making a gate two sticks are fixed in front of bride’s house and no one except 

groom and bride is allowed to enter from that gate. Rasm-e-Surma is performed by the 

sister in lawas whose jokes added to enjoyment and happiness. Mother in law also comes 

forth with oil lamp (dia) in her hand along with her relative women. Dia is moved around 

the head of groom to save him from witch craft. After each Rasam (custom) groom has to 

pay some Rupees which called laag. Then the female relatives of groom go to bride’s 

house with dress and shoes for the bride. After this event the Baraat is invited by the 

bride’s father at his house for meal. It is interesting to note here that members of Baraat 

have their own plate and glass for meal. Women are served first who sit in a line on the 

floor. After females rest of the Baraat is invited for meal.  

 

 After taking meal women relatives of the groom apply red color on the forehead of 

groom and other relatives. Pharaytied the groom and bride in everlasting relationship. 

Pharay place is prepared in the lawn of bride’s house by elders of the family. Pharay 

place is cleaned with cow’s shit and small wooden pieces are fixed at the corner of that 

certain place. Sacred fire is setup and Ghiis thrown on the fire. Groom and Bride are tied 

with unstitched piece of cloth. In absence of PanditPharay are started with the permission 
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of elder brother of the groom. In first three Pharay groom Leads and Bride follows him. 

It indicates that in his life-time he can become groom for 3 times. In last phara bride leads 

and groom follow her which meant in her life she can become bride once. During the 

pharaypandit or elder brother read loudly some verses from Hindu sacred books. After 

Pharay groom and bride passed through a gate specially prepared for this purpose. Before 

Rukhsati(departure) bride go to see her father who is with fast (bart). Her father seeks 

pardon if he is failed in her proper training and look after. Thus daughter forgives her 

father who then breaks his fast. At this moment father also give some pieces of advice to 

her daughter. Then before Rukhsati both parties, bride and groom, eat dishes of pig or he-

goat whatever they brought with them. 

 

 Few married women go with bride at groom’s house. Usually there are no sexual 

relations in the first night. Next day bride go back to her parent’s house. Though many 

ceremonies have been mentioned by Ahmad Ghazali and Ibbetson but these ceremonies 

are not practiced in present Bawariafo Cholistan. (Mushki Ram, Paimla Ram, Laxman 

Ram, 2012). 

  

K. Dowry 

 The trend of too much dowry is not practiced in Bawaria tribe due to their 

financial condition and Watta-Satta marriage. Parents of the bride give her silver jewelry, 

two pair of dress, one or two pairs of shoes, a bed and a dinner set (Meeran and Ram 

Chand, 2012). 

 

L. Divorce 

 In Bawaria Tribe, man has right to divorce his wife if she is unable to produce 

baby. He can marry four times in his life but cannot have more than one wife at the same 

time. Thus second marriage is not allowed in the presence of first wife. Woman is not 

given right of divorce even if she is in trouble at home (Ibid). Elders of family and 

Panchayat has right to solve the matter. Divorce rate is not high but two percent rate has 

been observed. For instance, recently paimla and his younger brother both divorced their 

wives. Divorced women can remarry but will not become bride and will take pharay in a 

simple dress but man can become groom three times in his life.  If man remarries at 

fourth time he will take pharay in a simple dress but not in a groom’s dress. (Mushki 

Ram, 2012). In the past children of divorced women remained in her custody. But now a 

day’s children of divorced women are remains with husband. Divorced women are not 

regarded as Abshugan. She is respected in Bawaria society and can attend all sorts of 

ceremonies without hesitation. At religious or social ceremonies she can wear any dress 

whatever she like to wear including jewelry. No discrimination , no contempt but treated 

like all other women. (Laxman Ram, 2012). 

 

M. Death Ceremony 

 In a Bawaria tribe when someone is near to death they put a plate ful of floor on 

the head side of that person. They believe that after death there would be some foot-print 

on the floor. If foot print are of a bird that meant the person will become bird in the next 

born. These foot-print may be of bird, animal or human being. When paimla Ram’s nice 

died she came back as heron that daily visited their home and played with their children. 

How they came to know that it was their niece? He replied that when someone is near to 

death they put a mark on any part of the body like hand, cheeks, feet or chest. When a 
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baby is born in their family they try to find out that mark on child’s body. (Paimla Ram, 

2012). 

 

 Corpse is bathed, coffined and buried in a graveyard. Their graveyards are situated 

near KadraywaliJhal, (Distt. Bwp) Sukarnminer near Yazman. They Buried nothing with 

their deat but put a bowl of water and some grain on the grave for birds. (Ibid). Pandit or 

elder of the family perform all death ceremony by singing Bhajan. In case of man 10
th

 

day and for women 11
th

 day after death is reserved for another ceremony arranged by the 

family by serving food or sweet according to their financial position. On this occasion the 

entire tribe is invited. Pandit read verses out of sacred Hindu books and sings Bhajan. 

 

 If head of the family has passed away then Rasm-e-Pug is performed. Among his 

sons elder is declared as head of the family. There is no regular pandit in Bawaria tribe so 

usually their ceremonies are performed by their elder. On the death of husband wife takes 

pharay around grave of her dead husband. This is sign of breaking marriage relations so 

that she could marry again. On the death of wife husband do the same. 

 

III. Religion 
 Hindus worship number of Devi and Devta. They have pictures and mortis at 

Mandir and at home. Hindus believes in caste system. Bawaria are shudar (untouchable) 

and have no Mandar. Some space is reserved at home for worship of Devta. They do not 

have morti but they draw a shape of Devi on the ground (which looks like linga that is 

worshiped in various parts of India). this place is cleaned with mixute of shit and yourine 

of the cow. Kali Devi, Durga and tigeress god is worship by Bawaira. Worship of 

Narsingh also common in Bawaria’s of 18
th

 century. the present cholistan Bawaria are not 

follower of BhagatKabir or Guru Nanak. They just have love and respect for all saints 

and do not wear clothes of green color which they regarded as reserved for the prophets 

and saints. On Sokar Minar near Yazman Bawaria has reserved a large place for Devi 

Poja and that is the Devi of the whole tribe Bawaria Pray to Devis twice day, in the 

morning and evening. It is to be noted that there are six sub-castes in Bawaria Tribe of 

Cholistan and each caste worship its own Devi. Dandal and Rathor worship Pabho Devi 

but Gurwa Gusai Devta is worshiped by all caste of Bawaria. These sub-castes are : 

Rathor, Chauhan, Bhatti, Panwar, Dandal and Solanki.  (Laxman Ram, 2012) 

 

A. Cow 

 In Hinduism to kill the animals just to have meat is considered a sin. Particulary 

cow has vital importance in Hinduism. Hindus regarded the cow as GauMata(Mother 

Cow). To Bawaria tribe of Cholistan cow is sacred animal but they do not worship cow. 

Mixtute of shit and yourine of the cow is pasted on the walls and lawn of the house. 

Particularly the place reserved for cooking and prayers is cleaned with it. Once they cross 

their cow by a bull. They don’t cross its daughter cow from the same bull. (Ibid) in Case 

of any disease they look after and take care of their cow with great affection. 

 

 If cow is beaten or killed by Bawaria, it brings serious consequences for him. She 

or he is socially boycotted by the tribe and expelled from Bawaria tribe. Nobody in the 

tribe will talk to hm. Even he is not touched by his own family members. The only 

atonement is Ganga Ashnan if offender is unable to go to India for Ganga Asnan he 

suffers a lot. Financial problems or visa problem are not any excuse for him. Two 



Abdul Razzaq Shahid, Lubna Kanwal, Kashif Jamil  339 

Bawaria were found guilty in the year of 2010 and In Tehsil Yazaman District 

Bahawalpur. They suffered for 5 and 9 month each (Paimla Ram, 2012). Bawaria do not 

accept any excuse of guilty person. When guilty person return to his tribe after Ganga 

Ashnan he is just like newly born baby. His relative arranges a party and celebrates it by 

serving sweets or food to the guests. Pagri (Turban) is present to him and public 

announcement is made that now that person is once again a member of Bawaria Tribe. 

(Mushki Ram, 2012) Due to unbearable punishment no Bawaria dare to kill or hit the 

cow even if he is attacked by the cow. That is why such type of incidents are rarely 

happens in Bawaria tribe. 

 

B. Gamga Ashnan 

 Ganga Ashnan is keen desire of every Bawaira at least once in life. But majority 

cannot fulfill this desire due to financial problem. Since they are cultivator or laborer. 

However, sometime it is essential for them to have Ganga Ashnan. For instance if 

someone have changed his religion and wish to be Hindu once again he is to go to for 

Ganga Ashnan. If Bawaria woman marry or raped by a non-bawaria she has to go to 

Ganga Ashnan. It is said that Bagi Ram resident of 68/DB Yazman and Meeran Ram of 

55/DB Yazman both killed the cow and consequently were to go to India for Ganga 

Ashnan in 2010 and 2012 respectively. (Mushki Ram, 2012). 

 

 

C. Fasting (Burt) 

 Bawaria keep fast according to Lunar Calendar, Particularly last day of the month 

is regarded sacred. Before Dushera festival nine days Burt is popular among Bawaria. 

Women and children do not keep fast. Even younger generation of Bawaria is not 

interested in fasting except their elders. Usually head of the family observed fast. But in a 

certain situation, For example when they do special Poja(Worship) of any Devi or Devta 

they are with fast. Burt is observed whenever they are in trouble, to have child or blessing 

for the family. (Ibid). They keep fast from evening to evening. Special month, like month 

of Ramzan in Muslim Umma, is not reserved in Bawaria tribe. Their fast is simple like 

Muslim’s fast. They do not eat or dring but pray and do their job. However Bhil and 

Meghwal Hindu tribes of Cholistan neither sleep nor sit on Charpai (bed). They do not 

eat or drink and remains barefooted. In Bawaria tribe bride’s father keeps fast on 

marriage day.  

 

D. Offering 

 Offering is common among Bawarias. To fulfill their desires, to have son, in case 

of sickness or when they are in trouble, they keep fast and offer something to their Devi 

and Devta. (Luxman Ram, 2012) whenever they are in trouble they feel that Devi is 

unhappy with them. Under these circumstances the head of the family keep fast, sits 

before the Devi and go in an ecstasy. When he stops to move his head in an ecstasy he is 

beaten by his relatives with stick made of unstitched cloth. In this way they try to appease 

the Devi or Devta. In the meanwhile they offer sweats and coconuts and sing Bhajan. 

(Mushki Ram, 2012). 

 

 In case of serious health problem and patient is close to death he is presented 

before their spiritualist who talks to the Devi or Devta in the body of another person and 

tells the solution of the problem. The patient remains under observations for three or four 
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days. After recovery the family of patient offers he-goat to Devi or Devta. (Paimla Ram, 

2012). In ancient time when Goat was offered to Devi water was sprinkled on that 

animal’s head if she shakes her ears than it was supposed that Devi has accepted their 

offering. Donnets information on offerings seems to be incorrect and not practiced by the 

present Cholistani Bawairas. (Ibid). 

 

E. Festivals 

 There are many festivals in Hinduism But Bawaria of Cholistan celebrate only 

Holi and Dewali (61) with great enthusiasm. They celebrate Holi for eight days. They 

distribute the sweets in tribe and offer thanks to Bhagwan. Men wear Pagri, Dhoti and 

Kameez while women wear Ghagra and Choli. Women assembled at a certain house to 

dance (Jhomar). Men and children dance around the Dhol and tambora. They throw 

colored water upon each other. The Whole festivals star from that house where new baby 

is born. A crowed of Bawarias goes to that house and they are served with sweets. During 

this first round they go door to door and are served with something to eat. Thus the crowd 

visits all the Bawaria houses. Then they go to Devi for blessings by dance and signing 

Bhajan to appease her. On the second round they once again start from the house where 

there is newly born baby and collect donation from every house. The collection of money 

may take two or three days. In 2011 the Bawaria of Yazman collected 1,20000 Rupees 

and prepared Soji-Halwa to distribute it in the tribe. Devali is the largest festival in 

Bawaria tribe. At the night their houses are decorated with the oil lamps (Diya) Bawaria 

wear new clothes and worship Devi. Story of Ramayanan is told to the children. Sweet is 

distributed. Family members present gifts to each other.  

 

F. Pilgrimage 

 In India there are many Holy Places for Hindu but a few in Pakistan, like Aghor 

Steam and mander of Hinglaj Mata at Lasbela, in Baluchistan. Bawaria Hindu believes 

that Ram ChandarJi had visited this place.  

 

IV. Conclusion 
 DenzilIbbetson held the view that Bawaria are strict Hindu and staunch follower of 

Hinduism. This statement may be true in the past but presently they are not interested in 

their religion. They are Hindu because their forefathers were Hindu. Cholistani Bawaria 

has no religious literature, no pandit and no Mander. It is interesting that on their festivals 

donations reach to more than one Lac but they do not collect money for construction of 

Mandar.  

  

 Burt is observed by their elders but young generation is not interested in religious 

affairs. There is no arrangement for imparting religious education to their children. Their 

religious belief is based upon superstitions and rituals. Their favorite dish is reptile and 

other animals forbidden in Islam. They are always in dirty clothes and do not take bath 

daily. Tooth brush and toothpaste is unknown to them. They are addicted to wine and 

hemp-extract smoking. They do not like to mix up with non Bawaria Hindu tribe. Bhil, 

Meghwal, Thori, Dhead and Marachay do not like to have social relations with each 

other. 

 

 They do not allow man from other Hindu tribe to enter their home. They have 

contempt for each other. If man of other Hindu tribe enters their home mistakenly or 
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deliberately, they clean their home with shit of cow. If untouchable dislike and hate other 

untouchable how he would love Muslims or Christian? That is another reason that 

preaching of other religion in the Bawaria tribe is herculean task.  

 

 There habit of not to mix up with others have saved their culture which still 

survive despite living in Siraiki and Punjabi region. Present Cholistani culture is highly 

under influence of Bawaria Hindu culture. It has been mentioned in the fore going pages 

that once they crass their cow by a bull they do not crass its daughter cow from the same 

bull. This practice is still followed in all the Cholistan. Cholistani many ceremonies are 

also the same as practiced by the Bawaria. For instance, Cholistani Muslims groom holds 

an iron stick and they practice Jaga (sleepless night).Rasm-e-Pug is also practice among 

all Cholistani. Muslim tribes of Cholistan also put a bowl and some grain on the grave of 

their dead.  
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